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PHARMACY LAWS. 


HE criticisms offered from various 
sources of the proposed pharmacy 
law for New York State, the text 

of which was published in our issue of 
November 25th, page 294, prove that 
pharmacists in general are becoming 
more critical regarding the character of 
legislation intended to regulate the prac- 
tice of pharmacy. 

One of the most serious arraignments 
of the proposed law which has come to 
our notice is printed elsewhere. The 
point made by our correspondent is that 
under paragraph 4, section 190, article 11, 
the election of the members of the board 
is vested in certain pharmaceutical organ- 
izations, whose members may or may not 
be citizens of the United States. This 
fault is a grave one, and unfortunately 
applies to the constitution of the present 
Boatd of Pharmacy of the city of New 
York. 

Furthermore, as was pointed out in 
our issue of November 25th, the law 
starts out by assuming to delegate to a 
body of men who are not elected by the 
citizens at large and not even appointed 
by the Governor legislative as well as 
executive authority which it is beyond 
the power of the Legislature to delegate 
even should its members feel inclined to 
do so. 

If the members of the legislative com- 
mittee of the State Association really de- 
sire to secure the passage of an all State 
law, they should at once set about fram- 
ing a law which is not so full of obvious 
objections as to be hopelessly impractica- 
ble of passage. 

The prospects for the enactment of a 
law regulating the hours of work in phar- 
macies seem good. The Pharmaceutical 
Clerks’ Association will introduce at the 
next session of the Legislature a_ bill 
looking to this end, which has received 
the endorsement of all the pharmaceuti- 
cal organizations of Greater New York, 
and there is no reason to apprehend op- 
position to its passage. We give the text 
of the proposed new “shorter hours” bill 
in our news columns. 





EDUCATION IN PHARMACY. 


NHAT the curriculum of our schools 
71 of pharmacy is far from perfect is 
admitted by all, but that there has 
been a marked improvement, particularly 
within the last five years, must also be 
admitted. The weak point in our system 
is rather in the lack of primary school 
education than in the character of in- 
struction furnished by the teaching insti- 
tutions which devote their special atten- 
tion to the technical aspects of pharma- 
ceutical education. This fact is coming 
to be generally recognized by the various 
colleges of pharmacy and in nearly all of 
them more or less vague requirements as 
regards preliminary education for candi- 
dates for degrees have been put into 
force. We append a summary of the pre- 
liminary requirements for admission 
taken from the announcements of the 
leading pharmaceutical institutions: 


BUFFALO UNIVERSITY: “Progress in col- 
lege study is so materially improved by prac- 
tical experience that students are earnestly 
advised not to enter the course without hav- 
ing spent at least a year’s time in a store 
wtih a progressive pharmacist.” 

CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY: “The require- 
ments for admission being now made to cov- 
er the first year’s work in the high schools 
of this State, those who are feted to en- 
ter college, should make sure that they can 
fulfill this condition. At an early date two 
years’ high school work will be required for 
matriculation.” 

Students unable to present evidence of 
ig are required to pass entrance examina- 
ion. 

ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY (Chicago): “The 
preliminary education should be equivalent 
to that required for entrance to a good high 


school.” 

IOWA UNIVERSITY: “Every applicant for 
admission to the junior class will be required 
to pass a preliminary examination in English, 
penmanship, geography and arithmetic, or 
give satisfactory evidence of having com- 
pleted such studies in a grammar school.” 

KANSAS UNIVERSITY: Students who have 
completed three years’ high school work are 
admitted without examination. Others must 
be examined in the following branches: 
Arithmetic, including the Metric System; 
United States History, Geography, descrip- 
tive and physical; English Grammar and 
Composition; Constitution of the United 
States, and Physics. 

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY: Graduates of 
four-year courses of high schools of good 
standing are admitted without examination. 

“Applicants who bring evidence of having 
been engaged in the practice of pharmacy for 
at least two years are admitted on examina- 
tion in the following branches: English— 
Exercises in the writing of English with cor- 
rectness. Especial regard is paid to orthog- 
raphy, punctuation, the use of capitals, 
grammatical construction and rhetorical fit- 
ness. Mathematics—Arithmetic, including 


ee 





owerre 


nono stadintinlaitcas a 

















352 


proportion, involution and evolution and the 
metric —— Algebra, to include equations 
of the first degree containing two or more 
unknown quantities. Physics—Cahart and 
Chute’s physics or an equivalent. Chemistry 
—One year’s work, including laboratory 
work. Latin or German—One year’s study 
in approved high school. 

Other appiicants are examined in the fore- 
going and in addition: The elements of 
plane geometry; half a year’s work (labora- 
tory, with occasional recitations) in botany, 
and three years of Latin or German or both. 

MINNESOTA UNIVERSITY: High school 
graduates are admitted without examination. 

Applicants who have had two or more 
years’ experience in drug stores but cannot 
meet requirements for admission without ex- 
amination, are examined in the following: 
English, Elementary Algebra, Elementary 
Physics. i ; i 

Other appiicants are examined in_ English, 
Elementary Algebra or Geometry, Elementa- 

Physics, Physiology or Botany, and Latin 
ones’ First tin Book or equivalent.) 
OHIO UNIVERSITY: Credentials from ap- 

roved schools and teachers’ certificates will 
be accepted in lieu of an examination. Can- 
didates for the short course must be pre- 
pared in the common English branches. 

For the long course they must be prepared 
in Algebra, Geometry, Elementary Physics, 
Elementary Botany, istory or Civil Gov- 
ernment, Letin or German one year Com- 
position and Rhetoric. Candidates who nearly 
meet the requirements are given opportunity 
to make up the lacking subjects. — 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY: “Candidates for 
admission must have a good knowledge of 
the common English branches. In arithmetic 
special familiarity with denominate numbers, 
fractions, percentage and proportion will be 
required. ; } : 

“Those presenting satisfactory certificates 
of proficiency are exempt from the entrance 


examination.” 4 

TEXAS UNIVERSITY: High school grad- 
uates are admitted without examination. 
Others will be examined in the following: 
English, Arithmetic, Algebra, through Quad- 
ratic Equations, Piane Geometry, General 


History. f 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY: “Applicants 
who hold college diplomas, certificates from 
colleges or high schools of good standing, 
showing proficiency in the branches of study 
mentioned below as required for admission, 
or teacher’s certificates of the first or second 
rade, are admitted without examination. 
ther applicants must stand an examination 
in the following subjects: English Gram- 
mar and Composition, Ridpath’s History of 
the United States, or its equivalent; Arith- 
metic, any standard arithmetic; Geography, 
Monteith’s or any other good manual.” 
WISCONSIN UNIVERSITY: “High school 
aduates are admifted without examination. 
on-graduates must present satisfactory 
certificates of at least one year’s attendance 
from some standard high school, or its equiv- 
alent from a similar educational institution. 
If possible, they should acquire, before com- 
ing to the university, a knowledge of high 
ockeol mathematics and physics.” 
NEW YORK: “Experience has shown that the 
principal test of a_ preliminary education, 
articularly for a class of students coming 
rom different countries, is proficiency in 
arithmetic, and that even among those who 
possess apparently satisfactory school certifi- 
cates, there are not a few who are deficient 
in this important branch of knowledge. To 
meet this Aifiiculty the college has organized 
a course in arithmetic, which will be oblig- 
atory to all junior students, and will be car- 
ried on during the entire junior term. 
“Certificates or diplomas will not be rec- 
ognized or accepted in lieu of this require- 


ment.’ 

PHILADELPHIA: Candidates who have suc- 
cessfully completed the grammar _ school 
course are admitted without examination. 

Others must be examined in the “usual 
rudimentary branches of English education.” 

MASSACHUSETTS: Candidates presenting 
evidence of high school graduation, or its 
equivalent, are admitted without examination. 

Others must pass a satisfactory preliminar 
examination in the ordinary English 
branches: Arithmetic, to and _ including 
Compound and Decimal Fractions and Pro- 
portion; American History, Geography (gen- 
eral), Reading, Writing, Spelling. 

MARYLAND: Candidates presenting evidence 
of education sufficient to admit to high 
school are admitted without examination. 
Others must pass examination in Arithmetic, 
Geo aphy and Orthography. 

ST. LOUIS: Candidates holding certificates en- 
titling them to admission to high schools, are 
admitted without examination. Others must 
ass examination in ‘common _ school 
ranches.” 


The weak point in most of these pre- 
liminary requirements is that too much 
dependence is placed upon mere certifi- 
cates without any actual examination by 
the college itself. We have in mind one 
case in which an applicant for examina- 
tion provided with a certificate of gradua- 
tion from a high school omitted the “w” 
in spelling the word “wrong” and was 
wholly unable to figure out the amount 
of cocaine hydrochloride required for an 
ounce of 3 per cent. solution. It would, 
therefore, seem desirable for the col- 
leges themselves to examine into the gen- 
eral educational qualifications of appli- 
cants for matriculation rather than to de- 
pend upon the certificates of attendance 
upon or graduation from grammar or 
high schools. 

While pharmaceutical educators are 
much concerned with the differences ex- 
isting between the requirements for the 
same pharmaceutical degree at the differ- 
ent colleges, very much the same uncer- 
tainty exists as to the meaning of the 
terms “high school” and “grammar 
school,” and as to the qualifications of 
the graduates from these institutions. 
The chaotic condition of the grammar 
school curricula in the various sections 
of the United States was gone into at 
some length in an able paper presented 
at a recent meeting of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association and the data 
there given should be sufficient to con- 
vince the teachers of pharmacy of the 
wisdom of themselves passing upon the 
preliminary educational requirements for 
admission into the schools of pharmacy. 

The Illinois Board of Pharmacy has 
taken a very positive stand upon the pri- 
mary educational qualifications of appli- 
cants for registration, in the following 
resolution, which will be put in force at 
the next examination, January 8, 1900: 


Resolved, That the committee on questions be 
instructed to prepare a set of questions, which 
will test the primary educational qualifications 
of applicants, and those who fail in said exami- 
nation be not allowed to take the final examina- 
tion. 


The annual reports of the Massachu- 
setts Board of Pharmacy have contained 
much interesting information concerning 
the character of answers given by appli- 
cants for registration. When analyzed 
these answers prove that in nearly every 
instance the errors are due to the lack of 
general educational qualifications rather 
than to any special deficiency in the can- 
didate’s knowledge of technical pharmacy. 
As a general rule applicants with good 
primary education and good experience 
make better showing on examination than 
do college graduates who lack primary 
education. 

The recent efforts to make graduation 
from a college of Pharmacy a prerequi- 
site for examination by a Board of Phar- 
macy are premature. The Illinois board 
has taken the proper step looking towards 
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a higher general educational qualification, 
which may in time be followed by a re- 
quirement of a college degree. The 
colleges themselves are largely to blame 
in not having set up and maintained more 
rigid requirements as to primary educa- 
tion. So long as the colleges accept as 
students youths whose minds have had 
practically no training, who are devoid of 
the fundamental knowledge of reading, 
writing and arithmetic, and who, there- 
fore, must simply learn by rote to repeat 
with parrot-like iteration what they are 
told without having any real comprehen- 
sion of its significance, they cannot hope 
for any legal recognition of the necessity 
for a graduate requirement as a preli- 
minary to board examinations. In the lan- 
guage of a distinguished member of a 
Western Board of Pharmacy, it is the 
night school, not the college, which is 
needed in pharmacy. 


DRUG TRADE CATALOGUES, 





HE trade catalogue is a feature of 
modern business which-is here to 
Stay, and has become firmly 
founded in every well established in- 
dustry. By no other means can a man-: 
ufacturer or wholesaler get so thoroughly 
in touch with customers and possible 
customers as through a well-designed, 
well-written and well-printed catalogue. 
But the adjectives used imply the fact 
that their opposites are in existence, and 
any pharmacist competent to judge of 
the matter can, in such a collection of 
catalogues as finds its way to his estab- 
lishment, satisfy himself that there are 
many kinds of announcements reaching 
him from the four corners of the manu- 
facturing and distributing industry. Have 
our readers ever made what might be 
termed a collection of catalogues? A li- 
brary of catalogues if you please; and if 
well selected, a very convenient library 
of reference and technical information it 
may become. In the first place, such a 
library would be a rare repository of 
words and terms used in connection with 
pharmacy, and nearly all articles handled 
by the retail trade. Were any publisher 
to undertake the production of a diction- 
ary of such words, the very best thing he 
could do would be to obtain as large an 
assortment of such catalogues as he could 
get together, and set an experienced com- 
piler to making an alphabetical list of the 
special terms they contain, together with 
the names of the catalogues in which they 
might be found. 

In the second place, a vast store of use- 
ful and reliable information may be 
culled, even by well informed pharma- 
cists, from a collection of well-prepared 
catalogues. It has become the custom 


in all great industries to render these cir- 
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culars, booklets, or in some cases books 


worth preserving. The proprietor or 
manager of a pharmacy who is wise 
enough to seek information for its own 
sake may also often find in his catalogue 
library important information for which 
he might search in vain in books of more 
ambitious sort. A carefully indexed and 
well arranged set of catalogues on the 
shelves above a pharmacist’s desk indi- 
cates that their owner or collector delves 
deeply in all directions for practical 
knowledge, no matter how well equipped 
he may be in the knowledge with which 
experience has endowed him. The safest 
practice is to save everything of respecta- 
ble appearance which comes into your 
establishment, bidden or unbidden, and 
throw nothing away until a newer edition 
of the same comes out, when a simple ex- 
change of the old edition for the new one 
is made. 

It may be of interest to manufacturers 
and wholesalers of drugs and druggists’ 
supplies to know how their various pub- 
lications appear to and interest their cus- 
tomers. It is almost needless to say in 
this connection that good work appeals 
to every one of them. A valuable cat- 
alogue may be prepared in an inartistic 
style as to its printing, illustrations, pa- 
per and binding, but such deficiencies 
lessen its value and influence, in much 
the same way as they would lessen the 
value and influence of other books of 
reference. The primary object of a cat- 
alogue is that, as a work of reference, it 
shall assist customers in selecting or or- 
dering urticles from the lists it contains. 
The better it can be printed and illus- 
trated, then, the better the paper and 
binding, the longer it will last and the 
longer it will stay on the shelves without 
growing brown and antiquated. Hun- 
dreds and even thousands of dollars are 
spent in the preparation of a single issue 
of some of the larger catalogues. These 
are furnished without any cost whatso- 
ever to actual or prospective customers, 
and yet no one seriously doubts that they 
are paying investments. 

We call to mind a catalogue of surgical 
instruments nearly as large as Webster’s 
smaller dictionary, and which is illus- 
trated by perhaps two thousand wood and 
half-tone cuts. Another in the hardware 
trade reaches about similar proportions. 
Another in the stove trade, on magnifi- 
cent paper, with illustrations of the finest 
quality, and elegantly bound, is a book 
which, if its subject matter pertained to 
general literature, to art or technical 
science, would be considered cheap if 
single copies could be sold for $10. But 
there is not much need for further empha- 
sizing the importance of good and up-to- 
date work in catalogues. The examples, 
both in and out of the drug trade, and the 
fact that the preparation of catalogues in 





connection with advertising has become 
almost a distinct profession, in which ex- 
pert skill in this kind of work is placed 
at the command of any firm wishing help 
in so important a matter, are sufficient to 
indicate that experienced and wide-awake 
business men have not overlooked or un- 
derestimated its importance. 

Of course, shortcomings in trade cata- 
logues of all kinds do exist. The worst 
defect, however, that can be carried into 
print in a publication intended to be 
thoroughly studied and understood, is 
want of explicitness. Essentially a book 
intended to impart accurate information, 
its author cannot safely jump to the con- 
clusion that because long and perfect fa- 
military with the facts he states has given 
him a complete understanding of them, a 
very brief statement or summary of them 
will enable others, without his special 
knowledge, and who have not had his 
training, to always correctly grasp the 
idea he wishes to convey, with equal read- 
iness and exactness. This error in writ- 
ing is all too common among those ac- 
customed to prepare articles for the trade 
publications; but in a catalogue for the 
permanent reference library this defect 
should be even more carefully avoided. 


PROMOTION FOR PHARMA- 
CISTS. 


WO new officials have been attached 
to the Medical Purveying Depot 
in New York city of the United 

States Marine Hospital Service with the 
title of pharmacist and assistant pharma- 
cist, and a compensation of $1,800 and 
$1,400 per annum, respectively. We 
heartily congratulate the hospital service 
upon this change, and Surgeon General 
Wyman upon the wisdom which he has 
displayed in taking the initiative step to- 
wards placing the pharmaceutical service 
of his corps in the hands of expert phar- 
macists, rather than to continue the anti- 
quated and illogical method pursued in 
the army and navy of requiring expert 
pharmaceutical work from _ surgeons, 
none of whose education or training 
tends to specially fit them for the dis- 
charge of the important and responsible 
work of a medical purveyor. 

We have long and earnestly advocated 
just such a step as that taken by Dr. 
Wyman, and have pointed out in these 
columns that the experience both of the 
civil war and of the Spanish war proved 
the utter inadequacy of our present sys- 
tem to meet any great emergency, such 
as is liable to arise at any time. In jus- 
tice to the service in the navy, it should 
be stated that there were practically no 
shortcomings shown there during the 
Spanish war, but this fact was due partly 
to the remarkable foresight and efficiency 
of Surgeon General Van Reypen and 





partly to the fact that the increase in sup- 
plies demanded in the navy was nothing 
like so great proportionately as was the 
increase necessary to meet the demands 
of an army of 250,000 suddenly augment- 


_ed to that figure from a peace basis of 


25,000 only. 

As has already been pointed out in 
these columns, the Government found 
after one year of the civil war that it was 
necessary to intrust the duties of medical 
purveyor to skilled pharmacists, but this 
concession was grudgingly made, and in- 
stead of giving the skilled pharmacist the 
rank and pay of the surgeons who had 
previously been found incompetent to 
perform the duties of medical purveyors, 
they were given the pay, without the 
rank, of lieutenant. Moreover, the of- 
fices were discontinued on the death or 
retirement of the incumbents appointed 
during the civil war, and no similar pro- 
vision was made for expert pharmaceu- 
tical service either while on a peace foot- 
ing or during the exigencies which arose 
in connection with the Spanish war. 

Dr. Geo. F. Payne, the able and ener- 
getic chairman of the committee of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association on 
the status of the military pharmacists in 
the United States service, had an inter- 
view with Dr. Wyman during the latter 
part of September, and it is quite proba- 
ble that the step above recorded is in 
part due to the representations then made 
by this very efficient advocate of the 
cause of the military pharmacist. 

We publish elsewhere a letter from Dr. 
Payne, in which he is so kind as to give 
us some credit for the improvement in 
the position of the pharmacist in the navy 
and in the Marine Hospital Service. We 
appreciate this very much, indeed, but 
feel that the credit is due rather to those 
of our readers who have co-operated 
with us and with the committee by bring- 
ing these matters personally to the atten- 
tion of the authorities both in and out of 
Congress. We ask all of our readers, 
therefore, to continue to aid in this mat- 
ter, and to lose no opportunity of bring- 
ing before their representatives in Con- 
gress and the Senate the need for a com- 
plete reorganization of the medical sup- 
ply service, more particularly in the 
army, in order that the most expert serv- 
ice may be obtained for the Government, 
and for the men who fight our battles. 


MERRY XMAS—HAPPY , NEW 
YEAR. 

O all our readers we wish a Merry 
Christmas and extend the sincerest 
good wishes for a Happy and Pros- 

perous New Year. The year now clos- 
ing has been one of remarkable pros- 
perity for all branches of trade, and we 
can only hope that 1900 will maintain the 
promise of its predecessor. 
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THE ASSAY OF CINCHONA. 


Suggested Improvement on the U. S. P. Process. 


Some Objections to the Present Process for Both Total Alkaloids and Quinine— 
Table of Results, 


BY PAYMOND HIGH, A.M., P.D. 


HE assay of cinchona and its prepar- 
ations is among the numerous phar- 
macopeeial processes which show 

room for improvement. What are more 
particularly wanting in this assay process 
are rapidity and exactitude of results. 
Rapidity is often as essential a point to 
consider as the completeness of an assay. 

Some of the objections which manifest 
themselves as regards the present U. S. 
P. process are: 1. The menstrum pre- 
scribed does not fully exhaust the mass 
in the four hours’ limit. 2. It will be ap- 
parent that any process taking an aliquot 
portion by measure is not literally or 
theoretically exact. 3. The amount of 
ammonia water ordered is too small for 
the extraction of most cinchonas.* 4. 
After evaporating the filtrate and extract- 
ing with 4 Cc H. SO, = V.S. and wash- 
ing the residue with water much alka- 
loid remains, even after the filtrate is no 
longer acid.* 5. The readiness of the so- 
lution to emulsionize. 6. The long and 
tedious process of extraction after the so- 
lution is made alkaline with 5 Cc KOH 
N 
; V.S. 

The objectionable features above re- 
ferred to are overcome to some extent in 
the following process: Take 10 Gms. of 
No. 50 powder, mix thoroughly with 15 
Cc NH, OH 10 per cent., and afterward 
with 5 Cc C: Hs OH, rubbing down all 
lumps. The capsule containing the mix- 
ture is covered for at least four hours. At 
the expiration of this time, the moist pow- 
der is introduced into the cone of a 
Soxhlet apparatus; 75 Cc of alcohol are 
poured into the flask, and 50 Cc of the 
same poured on the cone. The appa- 
ratus is then connected with the con- 
denser and moderate heat applied; extract 
for five hours;* evaporate the alcoholic 
extract to dryness; add 30 Cc 2.5 per cent. 
H. SO,, and heat on a water bath until 
quite hot, making up any loss with water. 
Filter through a pleated filter into a 250 
Cc separator, taking care to keep back 
the fine resinous particles by means of a 
glass rod; repeat this operation with por- 
tions of 10 Ce each until the liquid in the 
capsule gives no reaction with Mayer’s 
reagent. Wash the resinous matter on 
the filter by pouring over it hot H. SO, 
2.5 per cent., drop by drop, until the wash- 





1 Experiment has shown that larger quanti- 
ties of alkaloids can be extracted by a modifica- 
tion of the U. S. P. process, substituting 2 vol- 
umes of ammonia water and 1 volume less of al- 
cohol. 

2It can be demonstrated that 200Cc are not 
sufficient for complete extraction, and 400 Cc 
have been used and the reaction still given with 
Mayer’s reagent. 

8 The alcoholic solution in the Soxhlet tube 
can be tested after five hours to show complete 
extraction. 


ings cease to give an alkaloidal reaction; 
30 Ce of chloroform are then added to 
the contents of the separator, and the 
whole shaken vigorously for 5 minutes. 

Now add slowly sodium hydrate solu- 
tion 15 per cent. and rotate the separator 
gently as the precipitate forms. The op- 
eration is repeated after each addition of 
sodium hydrate solution until it becomes 
slightly alkaline to litmus. 

The now saturated chloroformic solu- 
tion is drawn off into another separator 
and extraction repeated with portions of 
chloroform 2 parts, ether 1 part, using 20 
Cc in each. The second and following 
extractions may be well shaken, as the 
liquid separates slowly. 

After extracting until the liquid ceases 
to react with Mayer’s reagent either in 
chloroformic or aqueous solutions, the 
combined chloroformic solutions are fil- 
tered into a tared flask, and the separator 
rinsed with chloroform 10 Cc. Now evap- 
orate on a water bath and dry to constant 
weight. The difference between the com- 
bined weight of flask and alkaloid and 
that of flask multiplied by 10 gives the 
percentage of total alkaloids. 


TABLE OF RESULTS. 
Varieties of Barks. U. S. P. Pr’c’ss. New Pr’c’ss 


Calisayas. T. Alk. Qui. T. Qui. 

. A. 7.969 4.213 A. 12.45 5.42 

Peruvian Bk. 1....... B. 7.840 4.172 B. 12.22 §.357 

“ +. A. 6.284 3.49 A. 8.672 4.65 

sila B. 6.143 3.38 B. 8.901 4.695 

“ “3s A, 8.421 2.498 <A. 10.674 3.27 

ae B. 8.356 2.490 B. 10.656 3.194 

ye: A. 5.474 3.871 A. 6.225 4.092 

Bolivian Bk. 1*...... B. 5.498 3.922 B. 6.311 4.128 

“ a A. 5.245 2.254 A. 7.591 3.126 

PA Owe PER B. 5.204 2.247 B. 7.64 3.152 

“ “ A. 7.109 3.248 A. 11.637 4.804 

peneee sey B. 7.082 3.211 B. 11.421 4.781 

‘ “ A. 4.629 2.267 A. 6.952 3.026 

Ser ere B. 4.571 2.24 B. 6.995 3.141 

— A. 5.514 2.22 A. 7.645 3.278 

New Granada 5......- B. 5.486 2.209 B. 7.526 3.114 
ms ‘ A. 4.823 A. 5.986 
Cinchona Rubra... B. 4.791 B. 5.943 
“ “ 2 A. 3-475 A. 4.212 
cove’, 3.4 B. 4.329 
“ “ of A. 5.019 A. 6.277 
were B. 4.975 B. 6.224 

Cinchona Flava 1....A. 3.217 1.386 A. 5.266 2.065 

“ “ oe B. 3.194 1.356 B. 5.340 2.004 

vePne: A. 2.96 1.248 A. 4.338 1.955 

B. 2.905 1.195 B. 4.365 1.961 

- wae ss A. 3.14 1.064 A. 4.981 1.942 

B. 3.058 1.001 B. 4.927 1.936 


Quinine is estimated by taking up the 
total alkaloids in chloroform and follow- 
ing the U. S. P. method except to use 
ether 20 Cc for each solution A and B. 

Fluid extracts are assayed by evaporat- 
ing 10 Cc to dryness and proceeding from 
the corresponding point in assay proper. 





*The alkaloidal residues were crystalline save 
those marked *. 
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Solid and powdered extracts by ex- 
tracting 2 Gms. with 30 Cc Hz SO, 2.5 
per cent. on a water bath and proceeding 
from the corresponding point in the fore- 
going assay. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PHAR- 
MACY. 


By Pror. A. B. STEVENS. 
University of Michigan. 
NLESS we are careful the pharma- 
U cist of the future will be classed 
with the clothier and shoe mer- 
chant, for he will be a dealer in ready- 
made goods. The pharmacist too fre- 
quently purchases pharmaceuticals that 
he could easily manufacture with profit. 
Frequently much valuable time is lost by 
ordering or sending out after prepara- 
tions that could be made in half the time. 
It is not my purpose to dwell upon Phar- 
macopeeial or National Formulary meth- 
ods of manufacture, but rather to make 
a few suggestions that will aid the practi- 
cal pharmacist in dispensing. I have 
known pharmacists to send to their 
neighbors for ammonium bicarbonate 
when their stock bottle contained more 
than they needed, but they may not have 
known that the white powder in the 
bottle or covering the crystals of their 
carbonate consisted of ammonium bicar- 
bonate. 


Camphor Water. 


A supply of camphor water may always 
bekepton hand by keeping a stock bottle 
filled with distilled water, the surface of 
which is covered with coarsely powdered 
camphor. When the shelf bottle needs 
replenishing, filter from the stock bottle 
into the shelf bottle and refill the stock 
bottle with distilled water. 


Triturates, 

For convenience and accuracy in dis- 
pensing, keep on hand ttriturates of 
strychnine, arsenic, and such other sub- 
stances as are dispensed in in fractions of 
a grain. These should be made in the 
proportion of 1 of the medicinal sub- 
stance to 11 of sugar of milk, or I part in 
12. Then one grain of the triturate will 
contain one-twelfth grain of the drug, 
two grains one-sixth, three grains one- 
fourth, four grains one-third, six grains 
one-half, eight grains two-thirds, nine 
grains three-fourths. This proportion 
will be found convenient in dispensing 
fractional parts of a grain. Should the 
dispenser receive many prescriptions 
written in the metric system it is well 
to keep on hand a few Io per cent. trit- 
urates. 

The triturates should be very carefully 
prepared by mixing the medicinal sub- 
stance with an equal measure of the sugar 
of milk, triturating thoroughly. Add 
the remaining sugar of milk in small 
portions triturating thoroughly after each 
addition. Finally pass the whole through 
a fine sieve. 

Solutions, 

When dispensing in liquid form such 
salts as potassium bromide, iodide and 
chlorate and sodium phosphate, it will 
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be a great conveniénce to have on hand 
a nearly saturated solution, properly 
labeled with the strength of each, from 
which to dispense at a moment’s notice 
without stopping to dissolve the salt. 


Saturation Tables. 


From consultation witn pharmacists 
the writer is of the opinion that the sat- 
uration tables in the Pharmacopceia 
(pages 548 to 553 inclusive) are not fully 
appreciated. Many do not even know 
that they exist. These are most valuable, 
and their method of application should 
be understood by every pharmacist as 
they furnish the proportions for the man- 
ufacture of a large number of prepara- 
tions. A few illustrations may serve to 
show their practical utility. 

A pharmacist receives a prescription 
for two drachms of ammonium salicylate 
in a four-ounce mixture. If he has not 
the ammonium salicylate on hand, he 
may turn to table 3, page 551, of the 
Pharmacopeeia, and under ammonium 
salts he will find ammonium salicylate. 
Following the line he will find under the 
“Parts of alkali required that he has a 
choice of using either 33.79 parts of am- 
monium carbonate, or 109.97 of 10 per 
cent. ammonia water, or 39.27 of 28 
per cent. ammonia water. Still following 
the line he will find under “Parts of acid 
required” that it requires 89 parts of 
salicylic acid to unite with either of the 
above quantities of ammonia taken. The 
product resulting from the union will be 
100 parts of ammonium salicylate. The 
pharmacist desires two drachms, or 120 
grains. Therefore if he considers parts 
as grains, by using above amounts, he 
will have 100 grains, whereas he desired 
120 grains; therefore he must take as 
many times the given quantities as 100 
is contained in 120, which is 1.2 times. If 
he uses the ammonium carbonate he re- 
quires 1.2 X 33.79 40.55 grains, and 1.2 X 
89 = 106.8 grains of salicylic acid, which 
when mixed with a little water will form 
120 grains of ammonium salicylate. As 
the prescription is to be in liquid form 
nothing further need be done except to 
add this ammonium salicylate to the bal- 
ance of the prescription. 

Should he have a prescription calling for 
the salt in powdered form let him care- 
fully evaporate the solution to dryness, 
stirring constantly, at the same time re- 
ducing the temperature as the powder 
approaches dryness. 

In a similar manner we find from 
page 553 that it requires 59.17 parts of 
sodium bicarbonate and 84.69 parts of 
benzoic acid to make 100 parts of sodium 
benzoate. On page 552 we find that to 
make 100 parts of potassium citrate that 
it requires 67.29 parts of potassium car- 
bonate and 64.74 parts of citric acid. 

It is immaterial whether we consider 
parts as grains, drachms, ounces or 
grammes.’ The process remains the 
same. From the preceding we may de- 
duce the following rule: Multiply the 
number of parts given in the table by 
the quotient arising from dividing the de- 
sired quantity by 100, and the products 
will be the quantity of the respective 
substances to be used, of the same de- 
nomination as the desired substance. 


Oleate of Quinine. 


When the free alkaloid is not available 
the oleate of quinine may be quickly 
prepared by dissolving 34 parts of quinine 
sulphate in 350 parts of water with the 
aid of a sufficient quantity of dilute sul- 


phuric acid. Then precipitate by adding 
ammonia water in slight excess. Agitate 
with a sufficient quantity of ether to dis- 
solye the quinine. Remove the ethereal 
layer to an evaporating dish containing 
75 parts of oleic acid. Drive off the ether 
by evaporation over hot water, remote 
from fire. Chloroform is an excellent 
substitute for ether as it is a better sol- 
vent for quinine, and it may be evap- 
orated directly over a water bath with- 
out danger from fire. The whole oper- 
ation can be performed in a few minutes. 

Oleates of all other alkaloids precipi- 
tated by ammonia and soluble in chloro- 
form or ether may be made in a similar 
manner, varying the proportions of alka- 
loids according to the strength of the 
oleate desired. 

The percentage strength of oleates re- 
fer to the free alkaloid; therefore when 
the salt is used, allowance must be made 
as in the following example: How much 
atropine sulphate is required to make one 
fluid ounce of a 2 per cent. oleate of 
atropine? 

The alkaloidal oleates have about the 
same specific gravity as oleic acid, hence 
one ounce of oleate of atropine will weigh 
about 410 grains, (455. X .900= 4I0), 
2 per cent. of 410 grains is 8.2 grains, 
which is the amount of atropine re- 
quired. From the molecular weights we 
find that 576.7 grains of atropine can be 
made from 674.58 grains of atropine sul- 
phate, 


Atropine sulphate ammonia 
(C,,H,,NO,) ,H,SO, -+ 2NH,HO =- 
674.58 





ammonium sulphate 

and water. 
2C,,CH,,NO, + (NH,), SO, + H,O 
2X 288.38 


By proportion we find that 9.59 grains of 
atropine sulphate is equivalent to 8.2 
grains of atropine, 

576.76 : 674.58 : : 8.2 : 9.59 

Proceed as in the manufacture of oleate of 
quinine, using 402 grains of oleic acid. 


atropine 


Yolk of Egg as an Emulsifier. 


The domestic ointment of Unna, con- 
sisting of a mixture of oil and yolk of 
egg, which was referred to-.in our issue 
of November 25, page 294, is miscible in 
all proportions with water. It is pro- 
posed to utilize this fact by substituting 
a diluted ointment for the gum emulsions 
in general use, the following being given 
as a general formula: 


Yolk of egg 
Balsam Peru or 
NN EI 50:05:63 ih a s/010 49 diaee's saa 
Distilled water sufficient to make.......... 100 
If desired, 33 parts of vinegar may be 
substituted for the same amount of water, 
while oil of cade, oil of birch, lianthral or 
storax may be substituted for the balsam 
Peru, and an equal quantity of talc, mag- 
nesium carbonate, sulphur of bismuth 
subcarbonate may be introduced in 
place of the oxide of zinc. A further va- 
riation in the character of the liquid may 
be introduced by the use of medicated or 
perfumed waters instead of the plain gis- 
tilled water. Where so diluted as in the 





above formula, the yolk of egg separates 
out after long standing, but the mixture 
quickly re-emulsifies upon shaking. Tar 
and balsams can be emulsified by mixing 
with double their quantity of yolk of egg 
then diluting by the addition of small 
quantities of water or milk. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
SALE OF A MISLABELED 
DRUG. 


By Wm. Marston SEABURY, 
New York City. 

Who is responsible to the person in- 
jured by the use of a mislabeled drug, 
where the wholesale druggist prepares an 
article for the market and labels it as a 
harmless drug and sells it to the retailer, 
who, in turn, dispenses it to the public 
believing it to be harmless, when in real- 
ity the preparation is poisonous, and its 
use causes the death of the ultimate pur- 
chaser? 

In considering the liability of the 
wholesale druggist the rule may be stated 
that ‘Where an act of negligence is im- 
minently dangerous to the lives of others, 
the guilty party is liable to the one in- 
jured thereby, whether a contract between 
them be violated by that negligence or 
not.” (Sutherland on Damages, Vol. 2, 
P. 435.) 

The leading case upon the subject 
which supports the rule laid down in 
Sutherland on Damages, is Thomas v. 
Winchester, 6 N. Y., 397, where the facts 
were almost identical with the case sup- 
posed. 

Here a physician prescribed for Mrs. 
Thomas ext. taraxacum. Mr. Thomas 
purchased what was believed to be the 
medicine prescribed at a store of a Dr. 
Ford, a physician and druggist at the 
place where Mrs. Thomas lived. A por- 
tion of this medicine was administered to 
the patient with disastrous results. The 
medicine administered, upon examination, 
proved to be belladonna, and not dande- 
lion. The jar from which it was taken 
was labeled ‘‘%4-tb. ext. taraxacum, made 
by A. Gilbert, No. 108 John street. Jar 
8 oz.” In this form and with this label 
the extract had been sold to Dr. Ford 
by one Aspinwall, who had previously 
purchased it from Winchester, in whose 
establishment the extract was prepared. 
Upon Mrs. Thomas’ recovery she insti- 
tuted a suit against Winchester for dam- 
ages sustained by reason of his alleged 
negligence in placing so dangerous an 
article as belladonna extract upon the 
market labeled as a harmless drug. 

The court held that the sending out by 
Winchester of a poisonous article for the 
ultimate use of the general public, which 
article was labeled by him as a harmless 
preparation, was an act of negligence im- 
minently dangerous to human life, the na- 
ture and inevitable consequence of which 
must be death or great bodily harm to 
some human being. 

In commenting upon Winchester’s 
criminal liability the court in this case 
said that had the death of Mrs. Thomas 
resulted from the negligent act and had 
Winchester prepared the poisonous ex- 
tract personally he would have been 
guilty of manslaughter, and the same 
rule would apply to the retail druggist. 

This case and many others, decided 
upon the same principle, establish the 
fact that when the negligent act which 
caused the damage can be traced to the 
wholesale dealer he can be held responsi- 
ble to the injured party, but the court was 
decidedly non-committal upon the ques- 
tion of the retailer’s liability and leaves 
us entirely in the dark as to whether or 
not the retail druggist who made the last 
sale of the poison was liable civilly to the 
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person injured, and as to whether or not 
he was justified in selling the article upon 
the faith of the wholesale dealer’s label. 

When a retail druggist sells drugs or 
medicines to a customer he impliedly war- 
rants that they are of the character called 
for. (Amer. & Eng. Ency. of Law, 2 
Ed., Vol. 10, p. 269.) 

A case decided by the Kentucky court 
held that a retail druggist was absolutely 
liable for injuries resulting from the mix- 
ture of poisons with ordinary drugs not- 
withstanding any degree of care that he 
may have used. (Fleet v. Hollenkemp, 
13 B. Mon, 219.) Where a retail druggist 
sold sulphate of zinc for Epsom salts he 
was held liable to the person injured for 
the damages done. (Walton v. Booth, 
34 La., Ann., 914.) So, also, where he 
sold morphine instead of quinine. (Bruns- 
wig v. White, 70 Tex., 507.) And also 
where laudanum was sold in place of rhu- 
barb. (Norton v. Sewall, 106 Mass., 
143.) And in a case where a poisonous 
liquid was sold as a harmless hair wash 
(Geprge v. Skivington, L. R., 5 Exch., 1) 
the same rule was followed. 

But the stringent rule laid down in the 
Kentucky case is not universally fol- 
lowed and in this State, at least, we must 
look to the cases of Allen v. State S. S. 
Co., 132 N. Y., 91; Beckwith v. Oatman, 
43 Hun., 265; and Brown v. Marshall, 47 
Mich., 576, as furnishing the authorita- 
tive law upon the subject. In both of 
the two last mentioned cases a recovery 
against the druggist was denied by the 
Appellate Court upon the ground that to 
entitle plaintiff to recover he must prove 
a failure on the part of the druggist or 
his clerk to exercise due care and skill 
in the performance of his duties, which, 
in these cases, the plaintiffs failed to do. 
In Allen v. The State S. S. Co., Judge 
Brown quotes, with approval, from Judge 
Cooley’s decision in Brown v. Marshall: 
“The question is whether the delivery at 
a drug store of a deleterious drug to one 
who calls for one that is harmless, and a 
damage resulting therefrom, of them- 
selves give a right of action, even though 
there may be no intentional wrong, and 
the jury may believe there is no negli- 
gence. That such an error might occur 
without fault on the part of the druggist 
or his clerk is readily supposable. * * * 
It is easy to suggest accidents * * * 
but how misfortune occurs is unimpor- 
tant if, under all the circumstances, the 
fact of occurrence is attributable to him 
as a legal fault. The case is one in 
which a high degree of care may justly be 
required. * * * It is proper and rea- 
sonable that the care required shall be 
proportionate to the danger involved. 
But we do not find that the authorities 
have gone so far as to dispense with ac- 
tual negligence as a necessary element in 
the liability when a mistake has oc- 
curred.” Judge Brown in Allen v. State 
S. S. Co. follows this decision and holds 
that “the rule of liability applicable to a 
druggist in cases of this character is the 
same as that which governs the liability 
of professional persons whose work re- 
quires special knowledge or skill.” Buta 
retail druggist is not relieved of his re- 
sponsibility where he relies upon the label 
of a reputable wholesale dealer, which 
label is in reality false, provided negli- 
gence on his part can be shown. (Howes 
v. Rose, 13 Ind., App., 674.) 

The conclusion, therefore, to be drawn 
from the cases is that where the negligent 
act in question can be traced to the man- 
ufacturer or wholesale dealer any person 
who was injured by the use of the drug 


falsely labeled has a cause of action 
against the wholesale dealer for the in- 
juries sustained, and if negligence on the 


Prize Essay 


Brief, Bright essays on subjects of interest to pharmacists are 
invited for the Prize Essay Department. 
printed, long or short, the American Druggist will fortnightly pay 


$5.00. 


TWO IDEAS. 
By W. A. LiviNncstTon, 
Johnstown, Pa. 
N competition for the prize essay award 
I give below two formulas which 
have been trade winners with me 
from the start: 
Horehound Cough Drops. 
Fluid teolu (for syrup) 


Fluid squill (for syrup) ....... 1 dr. 
Ext. horehound, fl............. 1. dr. 
SPRUE, Ad cnkn ho habebenscesane 1% drs. 
Ammonium carbonate ......... 30. sags. 
WEEREE epvevnactarcitessdcenabsces 30 mms. 


Mix the above ingredients and take the 
material to the best candymaker in your 
city with an order to make ten pounds of 
cough drops, and to mix the drugs thor- 
oughly into the whole batch. The candy- 
maker will probably make a charge of $1 
or perhaps less for the quantity named. 

Display the finished goods in a neat 
open box just in front of the counter 
scales. Customers, while waiting, will al- 
most invariably try one. If they speak of 
the cough drops, politely ask them to 
take one. If they ask whether or no they 
contain horehound tell them frankly 
the drops are a mixture for coughs con- 
taining horehound as one of the ingredi- 
ents. 

Two ounces good weight for 5 cents 
will be satisfactory to the customer and 
afford a good profit to the retailer. 


“ Toothpicks Five Cents Per Ounce.” 


A glass Egyptian show jar, filled with 
wooden toothpicks of slightly better 
grade than the ordinary (there are dif- 
ferent grades of quality on the market) 
displayed on the showcase where cus- 
tomers can easily see it with a white 
card against the inside of the jar bearing 
the sign “5c. per ounce” printed plainly 
in black ink makes a display that excites 
comment. It is surprising how many 
people will joke about selling toothpicks 
by the ounce, and then noticing the su- 
perior quality of the toothpicks will make 
a trial purchase of an ounce. The bulk 
which the picks make when weighed out 
loosely impresses the customer favorably, 
and if you sell a really good article, as 
you should, customers are sure to repeat 
the order when the first lotis gone. Al- 
ways give good weight on these goods, 
and make a loose package—the looser the 
package the neater the fold. 


Have you a wrinkle in dispensing not 
known to others? Describe it in an essay 
and send it to the Prize Essay Depart- 
71. You may win the fortnightly prize 
of $5. 
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part of the retailer can be shown the in- 
jured person has a cause of action against 
him also. 


Department. 


For every. article 


- 





A Non-Refillable Bottle Invention. 


Not an issue of the “Patent Office Ga- 
zette” appears but one or more patent 
specifications appear for non-refillable 
bottles. One of the most promising ex- 
amples that have yet come to our notice 
is printed in the current issue and we il- 
lustrate the design her ith: 
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The invention is described by the pat- 
ent office, in the following terms: 

Claim.—1. In a protected bottle, the combina- 
tion with the tie-wires embedded for a portion 
of their length in the parallel walls of the neck 
of the bottle and parallel with each other, of 
the cork, and the cap formed with prongs, and 
provided with an alined series of orifices ex- 
tending diametrically from edge to edge of said 
cap, substantially as shown and described. 

2. The combination with a bottle having tie- 
wires embedded in its neck, of a cork stopper, 
and a perforated cap, having said tie-wires in- 
terlaced’ through said cap, and their meeting 
ends connected above said cap, substantially as 
shown and described. 

The invention is the property of Lewis 
McCormick, of Highwood, Mont. 

A non-refillable bottle which, while ef- 
fective, is simple in its operation and in- 
expensive, will undoubtedly be welcomed 
by the bottlers of liquors who desire to 
prevent the refilling of their bottles with 
liquors of inferior quality. 


A New Filtering Apparatus. 


O. Witt has devised a new form of fil- 
ter, consisting of a fixed cylindrical glass 
vessel, the upper edge of which is ex- 
panded and ground smooth, so that a 
hemispherical cover can be fitted upon it 
with air tight joints. The cover has an 
opening into which a funnel is ground to 
fit. The lower vessel in which the recep- 
tacle for the filtered liquid is received is 
provided with an opening on the side to 
which an air pump can be attached so as 
to facilitate the filtration by exhausting 
the air 
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Gathered Formulas. 


Hospital Formulary. 








FORMULARY OF THE NEW YORK 


HOSPITAL. 
(Continued from page $26) 


PREPARATIONS FOR INTERNAL 
USE. 


(Calculated for quantities representing an ordi- 





nary adult dose.) 


ELIXIR CAFFEINE COMP. 
CORBIN  soscwcscce 












Acid-hydrobrom. d 2 mms. 
SOG. Dromid..../..604% 000 - gr. 
Elixir aromatic, q. s. ad........cse0« 1 dr. 
ELIXIR CATHARTICUM. 
RR MRE i cecasiceaevis sedans » Y%mm. 
Glycerin ...... 2 dr. 
SA ADULT TIS. 0 6:6 a0 v'assianeaenes 4 mms 
ELIXIR “CELERY” COMP. 
Ext. Apii graneol. fid. .............. 4 mms, 
BNNs I I 556525 vias dinreela Su Saree oe ee 4 mms. 
UE SMOG ss od:d-ss seco cacseas 4 mms, 
MERE. WADUNE Ts. cc es sesce cseveecece 4 mms. 
Elixir aromat. q. s. ad.......essecees 1 dr. 
ELIXIR CINCHONZ. 
PEt. CIBCHONG ING: oases sccssessionices 1% gr. 
Elixir aromatic q. s. ad. .........0.. 1 dr. 
ELIXIR CINCHON ET FERRI. 
Herti PHOS, GOD, oscikss ce ssceese 2 gr. 


Elixir cinchone detann. q. s. ad. .. 1 dr. 
ELIXIR VIBURNI COMP. 


HOME WUE TS neds sans cscnsceasc 10 mms, 
Ext. piscidie erythrin. ............ 5 mms. 
SAWN BOUIN, ois. 6.cisscckainseciceces I-10 gr. 
Elixir adjuvantis, q. s. ad........... 1 dr. 
EMULSIO. OL. MORRHUZ C. Ext. MALT. 
MON: PERM asics swicsincscsacceces 2 dr. 
PE INES a a esse eated oeseiieisione sinter 2 dr. 
EMULS. OL. MORRHUZ PHOSPHAT. 
eS 2 dr. 
MCRIEH, MONDHOL, scccidisisseeeacscs eves : or. 
ROE: ADMOBDDELS s6ceh adicnievessiveecees I gr. 
PR UROR: MIMOMITIEES . 5 6:0\6\0: 5050000640 e000 2 gr. 
PCIGs, WAGHDNONE 65 oi55.c0s000 0060000. 2 gr. 
Mucilag. acacie q. s. ad. ........... 4 dr. 
EMULS. OL. RICINI. 
MOD SUG coats esiuhawarcandaccvessce 2dr. 
ROU MOM EEEM iis saeitescucsoes.esneir q- S 
Mucilag, acaciz q. 8. ad. .......0000s 4 dr. 
EMULS. TEREBINTHINA. 
WO), CANOBINEN. TEC. oi66sescccccsessees 7% mms, 
BUKIT -BVOWRE, 60¢0000005 Satomi sislaeined 15 mms, 


Mucilag. acacia, 
Aq. cinnamomi, of each, q. s. ad.. 1 dr. 


INFUS. DIGITALIS. COMP. 






MMOS, AOUUE 5/64 sc5en4rus ec uesseanss 5 gr. 
RaileG.. Gipitalin, G. 6. BGs .....6c0000. I dr. 
MIXTURES. 

Cardiac. 

MISTURA DIGITALIS C. NUX. VOM. 
DROID, CMREIOE sass caine ows ssiawinins sede 5 mms. 
DCE. MOE, WOW 65's ssi.cuis asics noe 5 mms. 
Tinct. cinchone co., q. s. ad....... 1 dr. 
MISTURA STROPHANTHI. 
Et 5 mms, 
Tinct. gentian Co., q. s. ad. ........ 1 dr. 
Cathartic, 

MISTURZE CASCARZ. 

ext, COSTAE Te asic ceses 


GIFCETINI, 1Q..B.-80.. 600050000 


MISTURZZ CASCARZE COMP. 


Tinct. nucis. vom. .. - 5 mms, 
Tinct. belladonne .. 


5 mms. 
Ext. cascare fl. .. .15 mms, 
RSIYORTITL, G) Gi Boo oc so ose ciegse's 00 1 dr. 
Digestive. 
MISTURA AMARA. 
RHR, MUODONUS 9 a si0\e.c¢ 60d cas00e oc Io gr. 
RS MEEBO, ost u's pre's as Kievan voien% 10 gr. 
SRAUEMINMEL sok sind c.sis io eibionw ohis0peussan'ss eke 1 dr. 
SHOR: /GURESIE, GC: Gi Bisiiccscccccce 4 dr, 
MISTURA CAMPHORZ ACIDA. 

SR NE MEE, 955 Si walespeiciss-we ¥isoass 8 mms. 
BRE MU iss dank cakasan'g oboe s0ess ec 5 mm. 
Aquz camphore, q. s. ad. .......... 1 dr. 


MISTURA CAPSICI COMP. 
Tinct. capsici. ... +s. 5 mms. 
Tinct. zingiber. 15 mms. 
GHIGFOIOTIN:. 64s0cses0se5 5 mms. 
Spir. frumenti, q. s. ad. ... +4 Ge. 


MISTURA CRETZ® COMP. 






ENOL, OREOGNE ig tiivisaccecdmasenccas 10 mms. 
TINCt. Oil. CBIMDN,. o000csccceecseres 10 mms, 
Mistura crete, q. 8. ad. ...c.ccoeses 2 dr. 


MISTURA CONTRA DIARRHCGAM AD- 


STRINGENS. 


Tinct. opii. ...... 
Tinct. kino. ... 
Tinct. kramerie 
Tinct. catechu ... 
Tinct. cardamom. co., q. 





MIST. CONTRA DIARRHCEAM SQUIBB. 





TEBE GORE gcc civanacesacbeaescedecosie 12 mms. 
THC. CADREL. 6. ccsscsassscesecesces 12 mms. 
Tinct. camphor ......ccccecccseces 12 mms. 
CIE © ino Faswesescecssonsowaee 5 mms. 
Aleohohs, G. 6. Od. ..sccccceccesscces 1 dr. 
MIST. CONTRA DIARRHEAM, SUN. 
Tinct. GPil. ccscccccccnccessescocsese 12 mms. 
Tinct. CapSici. ......ccccccccscsccece 12 mms. 
age = Paniaeanee eeawaeaonaecauey 7 — 

it. CAMPHNOL .eceeeecceececeeeeeeees \e 
Sot. menthe pip., q. Ss. ad. .....-s00- £ ar. 

MISTURA GASTRITIS. 

Potass bromidi. .........sccesscecees 10 gr. 
Spirit. ammon,. arom. ......++eeeees 10 mms. 
Tinct. valerian ammon. ........--+++ 2% mm. 
Aqua, q. So AG. cece ere eeeeeeeeeeeees 1 dr. 

MISTURA OL. RICINI ET OPII. 
OTE FIGIIL: cians sts eisien ds wiaivesisonsessee 5 mms. 
Tinct. opii. deod. .....-eseeeeeeeeeees Im. 
Glycerini ....sceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees I5 mms. 
Mucilag. acaci@ ......++esseeeeeeeeees Q:.:8. 
Aqua menth. pip., q. Ss. ad. ....-+-- 1 dr. 

MISTURA PEPSINI. 
Pepsini (1-2500) ...-. + ee 
Acid. hydrochloric. dil. 5 m. 
Aqua, q. S. ad. ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1 dr. 
MISTURA PEPSINI COMP. 
Pet MEG ac caGuindiceseasesanaeneeaenes 2 gr. 
Cabos ligni, pulv. ....-sseeeeeeeeee 5 gr. 
Sodii Drom. .....ccccccccseccrcoceees 10 gr. 
Aqua, q. S. Ad. ceceeeeeeceeeeeeerers 1 dr. 
Diuretic. 
MISTURA BUCHU. 

Potass. acetatis ....sseeeeeeereereres 10 gr. 
Infus. buchu, q. S. ad ..seeeeeeeeeee 1 dr. 
MISTURA DIGITALIS. 

Potass. acetatiS .....+e.sees Micase sed 10 gr. 
Infus. digitalis, q. S. ad. .....+eeeees 1 dr. 
MISTURA HYOSCYAMI. 

Potass. Citratis .......seeeeeeereeeees 10 gr. 
Tinct. hyoscyami .....+eeeeeeeeereee 30 — 
Aqua, q. S ad. ..eeeeesereeeeeeeeres 1 dr. 
MISTURA HYOSCYAMI COMP. 
Ext. hyoscyami .....seeseeeererreees a 9. 
Lig. potasse@ .sscesseseeereessereees 15 , 
Glycerini ..cceccessessesneeceeceerees 4 
Aque cinnamom, q. S$. O0e ccsresence 4 dr. 
MISTURA POTASS. ACET. 
tass. acetatis ....-seeeeeeeeeere 5 grs. 
ne et sod. tart.....ssereeeees 15 grs. 
Syrup. zingiberis ...+++++++++eeeee 15 _ 

Aqua, q. S. Ad..seeeeeeeeeeeereeees 1 dr. 
MIST. POTASS. ACET. ET EX. RUMIC. 
Potass. acet. ..cceeeeeecceeeceress 15 grs. 
Tinct. NUCIS VOM. ...eeeeeeeeeeee 5 _ 
Ext. rumicis, fid., q. s. ad......-- 1 dr. 
MISTURA POTASS. ACET. ET NUX VOM. 
Potass. acetat. .....seeeeeeeeeeees I5 mms. 
Tinct mucis VOM. .-.-seeeereeeeee 5 _" 
Inf. quassiz, q. S. ad..seereseeees tak 

MIST. POTASS. CITRAT. 
Potass. Citrat. ....cececseceoeceees 10 grs. 
Potass. et sodii tart. ........+eeeee 15 grs. 
Aqua, q. S. Ad .eceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 1 dr. 

Respiratory. 

MISTURA BRONCHITIS. 
Ammon. carb. ......eseeeeeee eres 2 grs. 
Ferri et ammon. Cit. ........+0.. 2 grs. 
Syrup. tolutan. ........sseeeeeees 3o mms. 
Aqua, q. 8. ad ..ccccsseccssssenes 1 dr. 

MISTURA CREOSOTI, No. 1. 
CINE 6.5 0:60:44 6 000 49s 0 Caen aweece I mm. 
8 EEE Pre rer rrr 20 mms. 
Spir. frumenti, q. s. ad........... 1 dr. 


MISTURA CREOSOTI, No. 2. 
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NEE ign ids Sua Kae Cadicadsieacsad 3 mms. 
Emulsis ol. morrh. c. ext. malt...4 dr. 
MISTURA CREOSOTI, No. 3. 
CEOONGHE (Siecccnedidis conse Reesiesmeaen 2 mms. 
PUGMNUE os es ccscr viens cureeusaceeds 2 mms. 
MISTURA EMPHYSEMA. 
Brotebati. Sts) suse cviccecas dee YY gr. 
MROUMOES TOGION 5c teins 00.50 x ccaeuncaan 5 gers. 
Titick: BeMAdOUNS .icciccacvecsese 5 mms, 
Sie: CONSE COs: icine wsacanevecs esi 40 mms. 
SYSUNs: HOUNE: VITG:. ocacieciecsccccscc 1 dr. 
PEM CREM do cisrceresckasves 4 dr. 
MISTURA EXPECTORANS. 
Ext. glycyrrhiz. pur. ......cccees t ot 
Pe ANGCRO EES cia cin s dsanecacaws 2 mms, 
SOt, OCtHGTIG HIE, cic cisccccicacses 10 mms. 
DICE SO COTNRY (os cacccaciconces 15 mms. 
SREUBE) -6: (Or GO 4 ccacccnucescesccs 1 dr. 
MISTURA EXPECTORANS CODEINE, 
Cadets SOAs: a. cdcccececscssedse \Y gr. 
Acid. hydrocyan. dil. ........... I mm. 
SEMNEOONE CHAOGNGS 5.6 05's Findivixaceds's 5 grs. 
Syrup. pruni virg., q. s. ad...... 1 dr. 
MISTURA EXPECTORANS HYDROCY- 
ANIC. 
Morphine sulph. ........cceeees 1/16 gr. 
Acid. hydrocyan. dil. .......... 2 mms, 
SyPaps tOlWtanl <ccsiceccccesecs 30 mms. 
QMS i 8.) BO Sacrieccacedsuces 1 dr. 
MISTURA EXPECTORANS, “STOKES.” 
PINOBO CID a6 Dasesicetatcacdias % gr. 
EAMG e SOMME a cos chine cued scaaimcens 5 mms. 
SO a CC) i ae i ies 10 mms, 
SIMet. OP CAMDN. «cusincccccaoccics 15 mms, 
PURI, Oi AGU ass s ceedincae sve 1 dr. 


MISTURA EXPECTORANS TEREBENE, 
ROMPIIG  6isicis sinks rea silet eu eeek nwo mms. 


5 
Mist. Glycyrrhiz. Co., q. s. ad....1 dr. 


MISTURA EXPECTORANS, “WARD.” 


Morphine sulph. ............00. 1/32 gr. 
Acid. hydrocyan. dil. .......... “" mm. 
Eh, DEOL VIFMS. <ccissccacvenves 10 mms, 
MOONEE 3a con a disnteoinena eaeiciars 20 mms, 
PIE ice SABO i3. ck xsd Skis 1 dr. 


(To be continued.) 


Witt’s Centripetal Stirrer. 


Witt’s stirrer consists of a glass tube, 
the lower portion of which is expanded 
into a bulb provided with an opening, at 
the bottom and with several openings at 
the sides, as shown in Fig. 2. When this is 
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Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 3. 
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revolved at a high rate of speed—s,000 
revolutions per minute—the liquid enters 
from below at a and is thrown out 
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through the openings b. The stirrer is 
most effective for mixing liquids differ- 
ing in their specific gravity. 

When, however, there is a wide differ- 
ence in the specific gravity of the two 
liquids this apparatus is not wholly sat- 
isfactory. For mixing such liquids Witt 
has devised a modification of the original 
hes of his stirrer which is shown in 

i 

A “his the stirrer is closed below but 
open above. The lighter liquid floating 
on the surface is drawn down into the 
tube and expelled through the openings 
in the sides. The stirrer being placed at 
the bottom of the liquid does not appar- 
ently disturb the liquid at all, except that 
when revolved rapidly, a funnel-shaped 





depression shows itself in the center of 
the vessel. 


Back-Flow Condenser. 


Hopkins has devised a back-flow con- 
denser (Chem. Zeit 1899. Rep. 21), the 
construction of which is easily understood 
from the drawing shown herewith. The 
apparatus is very efficient, having a large 
condensing surface, while the external 
surface does not become so cold as to 
cause a condensation of the moisture of 
the atmosphere on the outer surface of 
the apparatus as is the case with the 
Liebig condenser. It is shown in Fig. 2. 
on the preceding page. 





[ ie 











i , 








To Sharpen Cork Borers—Lenz rec- 
ommends the use of the ordinary scis- 
sors. One point is thrust into the borer, 
the scissors closed as tightly as possible 
and both revolved in different directions 
on their axes. 


Lanthanum Salicylate has recently 
been proposed as an antiseptic. It is an 
insoluble powder and owes its virtues to 
the salicylic acid contained in it. It is 
prepared in the same way as the didy- 
mium salt referred to below. 


Soson is still another meat-albumen 
preparation which has been put upon the 
market in Germany. It appears in the 
form of a grayish white fine powder, in- 
soluble in water, and is said to contain 
92.5 per cent. available albumen. 


Didymium Salicylate which has re- 
cently been recommended as an anti- 
septic, is a pale, pink powder insoluble in 
water. It is prepared by treating the 
hydrate or carbonate with salicylic acid, 
or by double decomposition between 
some soluble didymium salt and a sol- 
uble salicylate. 


Ferratose or Liquor Ferratini is a 
solution of the popular iron preparation 
ferratin (D. R. P. 72,168), which has 
been placed upon the market by Boehr- 
inger & Soehne. Ferratose is described 
as an agreeable, efficient and cheap rem- 
edy for anemia and similar conditions, 
and as being entirely harmless to the 
teeth and to the stomach. 


Palo Balsam'a product of the Bul- 
neria Sarmienti Lor., natural order Zygo- 
phyllez, a plant indigenous to the Argen- 
tine Republic, contains (E. Petzold 
Pharm. central, 1899, No. 48) the princi- 
pal ingredients present in guaiac resin, a 
large proportion of ethereal oil, guaiagut- 
tin, and an acid of an aromatic odor 
which is not identical with guaiac acid. 


Tannocreosoform and Tannoguaia- 
form are odorless and tasteless prepara- 
tions produced by combining tannin and 
formaldehyde with creosote and guaiacol 
respectively. Both preparations have 
been recommended by Brissonnet (Rep. 
de Pharm., 1899, 482) as intestinal anti- 
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septics and for the treatment of tubercu- 
losis. It is also claimed that these prepa- 
rations are of value in certain skin dis- 
seases. 


Eudesmol is isomeric with camphor, 
the only difference being in the transpo- 
sition of the oxygen atom. This body 
does not possess the properties of a ke- 
tone; it is optically inactive and is in- 
different to reducing agents. Its melt- 
ing point is 79° to 80° C. When oxidized 
with diluted nitric acid, it yields cam- 
phorine but no camphoric acid. The 
substance was obtained by Baker (Apoth. 
Zeit.) from the oil of various varieties of 
eucalyptus. 


Guaiacol Salicylate is an antiseptic 
made according to a French patent by 
heating together over a water bath a mix- 
ture of 35 parts of guaiacol, 40 parts of 
salicylic acid and 25 parts of phosphorous 
oxy-chloride for several hours; treating 
the cooled mass with water followed by a 
concentrated solution of sodium bicar- 
bonate and the undissolved portion is 
then taken up with alcohol, ether or ben- 
zol, and from this solution the salicylate 
is crystallized out in small white crystals 
melting at about 69° C. 


Potassium Permanganate as an An- 
tidote for Strychnine.—Paratore has 
conducted numerous experiments (Chem. 
Zeit. 1899, Rep. 317) upon this subject 
from the results of which he concludes 
the permanganate is an efficient antidote 
for strychnine poisoning, provided it can 
be administered before or immediately 
after the onset of the tetanic symptoms. 
He recommends the use of a solution of 
0.5 Gm, of the permanganate in 1 liter of 
water. The stomach should also be 
washed out with I to 5,000 solution. 


Aquasanin is a new sterilizer for 
drinking water which has been placed on 
the market in “Germany in the form of 
compressed tablets. It is claimed that 
these tablets when dissolved in water lib- 
erate ozone and hydrogen dioxide. The 
acid tablet is added to the water and when 
the water has become purified by its ac- 
tion the acid is neutralized by the addi- 
tion of an alkaline tablet, leaving dis- 
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solved in the water small quantities of 
manganese and neutral alkaline salts, 
which are not objectionable from a hy- 
gienic standpoint. 


Plasmon is a new albumen _ 
tion which was described by Prof. 
Praussnitz at the recent meeting of the 
Society for the Advancement of Science 
in Munich. It is made by ape age 
the casein from skimmed milk with 
luted acetic acid, and neutralizing with 
sodium bicarbonate. It is soluble in 20 
parts of water, and it does not become 
distasteful to patients even after pro- 
longed use. Careful studies show that it 
does not appear in the blood, although 
introduced into the somach in very large 
quantities, and it is absolutely non-irri- 
tating to the intestinal tract. 


To Differentiate Between Amber 
and Copal.—Among the relics of Troy 
and Mycene, discovered by Schliemann, 
the archeologist, were a number of amber 
ornaments. Whether these were of gen- 
uine amber or merely of fossilliferous 
copal from East Africa, possibly brought 
by Egyptian or Pheenician traders to 
Greece, has not heretofore been known. 
According to O. Roéssler (Arch. der 
Pharm., 1899, 239) genuine- amber con- 
tains sulphur, and if a fragment be heated 
in a small tube, the mouth of which is 
covered with a piece of filter paper, mois- 
tened with lead acetate solution this will 
turn black from the formation of lead 
sulphide. If no sulphide be formed the 
fragment is not genuine. On applying 
these tests Schliemann’s specimens 
proved to be genuine. 


Chloroform Objectionable as an 
Alkaloidal Solvent —P. F. Trowbridge 
has contributed to the Archiv der Phar- 
macie (237, 8) an interesting note on the 
strychnine compounds of iodoform and 
chloroform. The formation of a com- 
pound between strychnine and chloroform 
is important as bearing upon the use of 
chloroform in the extraction of alkaloids. 
E. Schmidt contributes a footnote to 
Trowbridge’s paper to the effect that 
chloroform is no longer to be regarded as 
indifferent solvent for alkaloids. In iso- 
lating alkaloids by various methods as well 
as in quanitatively estimating the alka- 
loidal contents of narcotic extracts and 
drugs Prof. Schmidt many years ago ob- 
served that the bases obtained by shaking 
out with chloroform of an alkaline solu- 
tion after the evaporation of the solvent 
show greater or less traces of chlorides, 
= some cases even of chloroform 
itself. 


To Make Balls of Fire. 


If a crystal of ammonium chloride is 
thrown into fusing potassium nitrate, the 
crystal assumes the form of a brilliant 
globule which becomes incandescent, 
then burns and disappears with a feeble 
detonation. If ammonium sulphate is 
used instead of ammonium chloride, the 
luminous effect is more intense. Am- 
monium nitrate in contact with fusing 
potassium nitrate, produces the most re- 
markable luminous phenomena. If ni- 
trate is used in the state of crystalline 
powder, a series of phosphorescent spots 
is noticed on the surface of the bath of 
potassium nitrate, but if a crystal is used, 
it immediately forms an incandescent 
globule surrounded by a phosphorescent 
ring, having a very rapid circular motion. 
After a few seconds it disappears, burning 
with a violent flame.—Popular Science. 
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A STUDY OF THE ALKA- 
LOIDS. 


Dr. Dohme Dienses the History of 
the Study of the Constitution 
of Alkaloids. 


Street Venders of Botanical Drugs. 
HE regular monthly pharmaceutical 
meeting of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy was held Tues- 
day, December 19, with James T. Shinn 
in the chair. 

Despite the disagreeable character of 
the weather, the audience was such an 
one as to assure to the speakers a hearty 
welcome and appreciation of their ef- 
forts. A very comprehensive paper on the 


History of the Constitution of the Alkaloids 
Was presented by Dr. Alfred R. L. 
Dohme, of Baltimore, who, as the chair- 
man said, is a graduate of ‘the Maryland 
College of Pharmacy, and also of Johns 
Hopkins University, and who, on ac- 
count of his special attention to this sub- 
ject, was eminently qualified to treat it. 

Before entering into a discussion of the 
constitution of the individual alkaloids, 
the author considered the two most im- 
portant definitions which have been ap- 
plied to this class of compounds. He 
said that one set of chemists, with Pictet 
at its head, consider these bodies to be 
derivatives of the base pyridine, while an- 
other set of chemists, headed by Guar- 
eschi, consider them to be substances, 
containing nitrogen and possessing basic 
properties. According to the former 
definition, caffeine, theobromine, ethyl- 
omine, etc.,are not alkaloids. Dr. Dohme, 
however, takes the broader view of the 
subject and considers an alkaloid to be 
any nitrogenous substance possessing ba- 
sic properties and forming stable salts. 
While admitting that the great majority 
of alkaloids are derivatives of pyridine, 
it seemed to him unscientific to assume 
that all alkaloids are such or that there 
is any organic connection between alka- 
loidal property and pyridine, for the day 
may not be far distant when an alkaloid 
will be discovered not a derivative of 
pyridine and yet possessing pronounced 
alkaloidal properties. 

With reference to the two classes of 
alkaloids, the animal and vegetable, the 
author stated that at first in the early 
part of this century, chemists considered 
only the vegetable alkaloids to be bases, 
assuming that the animal body only se- 
cretes substances of an acid or neutral 
character. Hence it was that Liebig 
classed such substances as xanthine, crea- 
tine, etc., with the family of starches. An 
interesting distinction between these two 
classes of alkaloids does, however, appear 
to exist, and that is, that as far as is 
known, nearly all vegetable alkaloids are 
derivatives of a substance which has the 
closed chain structure, while nearly all 
animal alkaloids belong to the open chain 
series. 

The fact that in their early history al- 
kaloids were looked upon as the active 
principles of drugs, and that the terms 
have been closely associated ever since, 
has been a great factor in their investi- 
=. for physicians saw in them the 

rst means at their command for exact 
medication and chemists saw in them 
the dawn of an era whereby chemistr 
would be brought into closer touch with 





medicine, and wnich would ennoble the 
science of chemistry and increase its use- 
fulness and importance as well. 

Coming, then, to consider the most 
prominent steps which have marked the 
development of the constitution of the 
alkaloids, the author referred to the dis- 
covery of morphine, which, as is well 
known, was the first alkaloid isolated 
from any plant. The honor of this dis- 
covery belongs to the German apothe- 
cary, Friedrich Wilhelm Sertiirner, of the 
little town of Einbeck, who, in 1805, iso- 
lated the alkaloid, and what was of great 
importance, recognized its basic charac- 
ter. Sertiirner’s views with regard to the 
alkalinity of morphine met with no favor 
at first and it was not until 1817, when he 
published a second paper on the subject, 
that its importance was recognized. Soon 
after this, however, it became apparent 
that a new era in chemistry was at hand, 
and during the time between 1817 and 
1835 no less than twenty-six alkaloids 
were discovered, so great was the activ- 
ity of chemists along this line of investi- 
gation. Physiologists likewise were much 
interested in this new class of compounds 
and one of the most notable contribu- 
tions on their physiological action is the 
“Formulaire” of Magendie, published in 


1821. Perhaps the most valuable of the. 


publications which appeared at that time 
is that of Pelletier and Caventou on cin- 
chonine and quinine. 

The formulas of the alkaloids were 
usually not determined by the investiga- 
tors, but by the great chemists of the 
day, of whom Liebig, Regnault, Laurent 
and Gerhardt were mentioned. Having 
determined the empirical formulas of 
these substances the question which nat- 
urally arose next was that of their consti- 
tution or the arrangement of the atoms 
and groups of atoms in their complex 
molecules. Two radically different theo- 
ries were advanced for explaining their 
constitution, one of which was the con- 
jugated theory of Berzelius and the oth- 
er the amidogen theory of Liebig. Ac- 
cording to the former of these views the 
ammonia was contained in the alkaloid 
as such, and to it was conjugated the va- 
rious radicals that caused the difference 
in properties, composition, etc., as 


NH; Ammonia, 

NH; CH: Methylamine, 
NH; C.H, Ethylamine, 
NH; CsH:i: Nicotine, 
NH: CoH, Aniline. 


Liebig’s theory assumed that all alka- 
loids contained the radical amidogen 
NH, or, in other words, that they were 
ammonia in which one hydrogen atom 
was replaced by an electropositive radi- 
cal which was different for each alkaloid. 
These theories were put to the practical 
test by Hofmann, who in 1843 began his 
famous work on aniline and its deriva- 
tives. One result of this work was the 
refutation of the Berzelius hypothesis, 
although Hofmann was at first an ad- 
herent of it and the establishment of the 
correctness of the Liebig theory for ex- 
plaining the constitution of the alkaloids. 

The next step in the development of the 
constitution of the alkaloids was marked 
by the discovery of quinoline, pyridine, 
picoline, lutidine, etc. In 1867 these 
bases were more definitely studied and 
the fact established that instead of being 
substituted ammonias, they were nitrog- 
enous hydrocarbons, and capable of 
forming numerous derivatives. 

The next step was made by Korner 
in 1869, when he showed that just as 


naphthalene is made of two benzene 
nuclei, so is quinoline made up of a pyr- 
idine and a benzene nucleus. It was also 
in 1869 that the first “apo” alkaloids were 
made, these being compounds made from 
other alkaloids by the abstraction of one 
molecule of water. 

The next important feature was the 
work on the synthesis of the alkaloids, 
and a notable example of this work was 
the synthetic formation of atropine in 
1879 by Ladenburg. 

The author considered much of the 
work done in recent years on the consti- 
tution of the alkaloids and said that at 
the present time there appears to be am- 
ple scientific interest attaching to the sub- 
ject to justify the prediction that before 
another twenty years passes by the con- 
stitution of every alkaloid will be known. 

An interesting paper entitled 


Herts and Drugs Sold on the Sidewalks of 
Philadelphia 

Was read by Charles H. La Wall. The 
author pointed out that while the profes- 
sion of pharmacy has made much pro- 
gress in recent years in certain directions, 
it has lost ground in others, and one of 
these is pharmaceutical botany. In for- 
mer times druggists collected many of 
the drugs which they used with their-own 
hands and in evidence of this statement 
the author referred to some of the older 
works on pharmacy in which were given 
pharmaceutical calendars, indicating the 
proper season for collecting the various 
botanical drugs. The writer stated that 
more than 75 per cent. of the official 
drugs are growing within a radius of a 
few miles of Philadelphia. Still more 
surprising was the statement that more 
than 50 per cent. of the official drugs are 
offered for sale on the street corners of 
the city by persons who earn a living 
by collecting and preparing them for 
sale. These persons were reported to be 
perfectly familiar with the season and 
habitat of each drug and are also ac- 
quainted with the medicinal uses of the 
drugs collected by them. One _ point 
which should not be overlooked is the 
excellent quality of the drugs offered for 
sale by the street vendors. 


Thrig’s Capsule Filler. 

At a recent meeting of the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, Prof. Reming- 
ton called attention to a new form of 
capsule filler, the invention of Mr. Ihrig, 
of the firm of Emanuel & Ihrig, of Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 


The apparatus consists essen- 








IHRIG’S CAPSULE FILLER. FIG. 1. 


tially of a metal base having a horizontal 
surface, surmounted by another metallic 
plate or table having perforations for 
holding the various-sized capsules, and 
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which may be raised or lowered, as de- 
sired, by a screw adjustment. When in 





IHRIG’S CAPSULE FILLER. FIG. 2. 
position for filling, the lower portion of 
the capsules should rest on the lower 
table, and the top part should be slightly 
below the surface of. the upper table. 
After distribution of the powder with a 





THRIG’S CAPSULT 


FILLER. FIG. 3. 
spatula, it is pressed into the capsules 
with a triple punch which accompanies 
the apparatus. In order to put on the 
caps the top table is lowered, which 
brmgs the top of the capsules above the 
surface. 


Notes on Some British Pharma- 


copoeia Preparations. 
The following notes are contributed by 
W. Lucas to our London contem- 
porary, the Chemist and Druggist: 


Homatropine Discs. 

These discs are required to contain 
I-100 gr. of the hydrobromide salt and to 
weigh about I-50 gr. This only permits 
1-100 gr. of basis. Experience shows that 
it is not possible to comply with this re- 
quirement, as I-100 gr. of colloid basis is 
insufficient to prevent the salt crystalliz- 
ing out when the film dries. Some time 
ago the author published a working form, 
but, through a clerical error the quantity 
of basis for t,o0o discs was given as 80 gr. 
instead of 180 gr. The formula should 
read 

Gelatin 

Glycerin 

Distilled water 

omatropine hydrobromide ............. 10 gr. 

Dissolve and pour on to a waxed plate, 
so as to produce a film exactly 4 inches 
square. When dry, but still supple, 
punch out discs 1-7 inch diameter. 

The product is about 784 discs, the re- 
mainder of the film being wasted. Each 
disc will weigh rather less than 1-20 gr. 
It may be remarked that no inconven- 





ience has been found in using discs 
weighing I-15 gr., as, owing to their ex- 
treme tenuity, they soften directly they 


‘are inserted beneath the eyelid. 


Liquid Paraffin. 

The Pharmacopeceia requires a sp. gr. 
of 0.885-0.890 As other writers have 
pointed out, this is much too high. The 
process of refining reduces the density so 
that it is difficult to obtain it of higher 
gravity than 0.880. The author has ex- 
amined products from several large re- 
fineries, and finds the sp. gr. varies from 
0.865 to 0.879. From a medical point of 
view, 0.865-0.870 is quite viscous enough 
for use in a spray apparatus. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the proprietary article which 
enjoys the greatest reputation rarely ex- 
ceeds 0.866. 

Conium Ointment 
If kept for a short time exhibits a luxuri- 
ant growth of mould. Boric acid does 
not altogether prevent this. The author 
suggests either the addition of two drops 
of clove oil to each ounce or a basis com- 
posed of equal parts of wool-fat and soft 
paraffin. The latter is to be preferred, 


§ the conium-juice showing no tendency to 
© come out again after standing, as it does 


in the official preparation. 


Hamamelis Ointment. 

This ointment is also unsatisfactory 
when prepared entirely with wool-fat 
basis. By substituting soft paraffin for a 
portion of the wool-fat the ointment can 


be preserved apparently almost indefi- 
nitely. 
Liquid extract of hamamelis ........ Y% fl. oz. 
ADRYGIOUS WOOLERE 2..00505000000 0000008 1% oz 
EE UNM: wns bance ssctasbvcnnecnwae: 06 % oz. 


Liquid extract of dry hamamelis-leaves 
does not, however, represent the full me- 
dicinal value of the drug. The author 
tiierefore suggests this modification: 


Liquid extract of hamamelis .......... ¥% fl. oz. 
Distilled extract of fresh hamamelis.. %4 fl. oz. 
Anhydrous ‘wool-fat ..........-seceesees 1% oz. 


Soft paraffin 
Compound Tincture of Rhubarb. 
This tincture is more conveniently pre- 
pared by the maceration process. The 
following formula yields a clear tincture 
of slightly higher density than that pre- 
pared by the official process: 


SRP MONEE: oso asscaeseenecanes 2 oz 
Cardamom-seeds, bruised ........ ..... Y oz. 
Coriander-fruits, bruised ............. YY oz 
ree ee Sree 2 fi. oz. 
Alcohol (90 per cent.)..........eceeeees 12 fl. oz. 
SORE ORO cdasibecedisenauvcgesiosee 6 fl. oz. 


Soak the rhubarb in the water for 
twenty-four hours, bruise in stone mortar, 
and add to the cardamoms and coriander 
in the strong alcohol. Macerate seven 
days, press, and add the glycerin, 


Nessler’s Reagent. 

The pharmacopceial solution reacts with 
dilute ammonia solutions but slowly. The 
appended formula is commonly used in 
water analysis. and is very much quicker, 
indicating, after it has been kept for a 
few weeks, 0.0001 gr. NHs per gal. at 
ence: 


ee ee 35 grammes 


Mercuric ehloride 13 grammes 

SO GEE bind sisiesieeeces -500 grammes 

Dissolve and add sufficient saturated 
solution of mercuric chloride to produce 
a faint permanent red precipitate. 

Add 160 grammes sodium hydroxide 
dissolved in 200 grainmes water; shake 
well, add 10 c.c. more saturated solution 
mercuric chloride, and make up to 1 litre 
with distilled water. 


(1. fluidrachm 
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This solution improves by keeping and 
should be preserved in stoppered bottles 
away from the light. 


MANUFACTURING AND DIS- 
PENSING NOTES.* 
By A. E. Hiss, Pu G. 





Solutions and Triturations for Prescription 
Use. 

I have found solutions and triturations 
of various substances very convenient for 
use at the prescription counter. The tri- 
turations I use are: Strychnine sulphate, 
I in 12; arsenous acid, 1 in 8; cal- 
omel, 1 in 8; atropine sulphate, 1 
in 30, and morphine sulphate, 1 in 
8. The dilutent used is milk-sugar. 
The atropine trituration I use for making 
the solution when only a small quantity 
of the drug is required. This plan should 
be preferred to the using of a solution 
which may be on hand for some time, as 
atropine undergoes change more readily 
than any other alkaloid. 

The solutions I use are: Saturated . 
solution of boric acid; saturated solution 
of potassium chlorate; saturated solution 
of copper sulphate, or I in 3; saturated 
solution of ammonium carbonate, or 1 in 
4; saturated solution of potassium nitrate, 
or lin 4; potassium citrate, I in 2; potas- 
sium bromide, 1 in 2; ammonium chlo- 
ride, I in 2; sodium phosphate, 1 in 8; 
sodium bromide, I in 2; zinc sulphate, 
I in 10; morphine sulphate, 1 in 120 (or 
2 drachms of solution equaling 1 grain); 
strychnine sulphate and mercuric chlor- 
ide, the same as morphine sulphate; code- 
ine phosphate, 1 in 15 (1 fluidrachm 
equaling 4 grains); tartar emetic, 1 in 60 
equaling I grain); and 
scale pepsin, 1 in 6. 

Many of these solutions are made with 
distilled water without further addition, 
and then filtering. Solutions of mor- 
phine and strychnine sulphates and code- 
ine phosphate should contain 15 to 20 
per cent. of alcohol or a few drops of 
formaldehyde solution as a preservative. 
Tartar emetic should be dissolved in a 
mixture of equal parts of glycerin and 
distilled water, and then a few drops of 
formaldehyde solution added. Tartar 
emetic is very difficult to keep in solu- 
tion, but by this method it keeps well. 
Alcohol should not be added, as it will 
precipitate the tartar emetic. Strychnine 
sulphate may be dissolved conveniently 
in a small portion of the water in a test- 
tube. The solution of potassium citrate 
requires a small amount of formaldehyde 
solution to preserve it. The solution of 
pepsin may be made by dissolving a good 
grade of scale pepsin in a mixture of 
equal parts of glycerin and _ distilled 
water. The pepsin, if of good quality, 
will dissolve slowly but completely in 
from 12 to 24 hours by occasional agita- 
tion. This solution is very useful in 
making elixir of pepsin and bismuth ac- 
cording to Caspari’s or Rother’s formula, 
or anywhere else when a non-acid solu- 
tion of pepsin is required. Of course, if 
an acid is required, this may be added as 
in any other instance. 

The expressions I in 2, I in 4, 1 in 8, 
etc., applied to the solutions enumerated 
above, mean that every two minims of 
liquid, or every four minims, etc., con- 
tains one grain of dissolved substance, 
equivalent to 30 grains, or I5 grains, etc., 
of the dissolved substance in each 


*From the “Bulletin of Pharmacy.” 
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‘luidrachm of solution. In the case of 
the triturations, 1 in 8, 1 in 12, etc., mean 
that one grain of the substance is con- 
tained in every eight or twelve, etc., 
grains of trituration. 


Yellow Solution for Coloring Purposes. 


Considerable difficulty is experienced 
by pharmacists in making bay rum of a 
nice color. Bay leaves, ammonia water, 
potassa, borax, turmeric tincture, and 
other things have been used and sug- 
gested. A handsome yellow tint may be 
imparted by adding sufficient of a concen- 
trated decoction of American saffron. 
This decoction may be preserved by add- 
ing a small amount of formaldehyde solu- 
tion. The preparation may also be used 
for coloring orange, lemon, pineapple, 
and other soda-water syrups, which are 
supposed to be a fine yellow color. It 
‘imparts no taste or odor, and does not 
produce milkiness, as when turmeric tinc- 
ture is used. 


Red Coloring. 


Great difficulty is also usually experi- 
-enced in imparting a suitable red color 
to preparations. Cudbear, cochineal, and 
red aniline, the usual coloring agents, 
impart, under ordinary conditions, an un- 
desirable purplish tinge. This latter may 
be obviated or neutralized by adding a 
small amount of the decoction of saffron 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
or any other yellow coloring agent. Too 
much of the yellow agent must be avoid- 
ed, however, for then the red color ob- 
tained will verge on the brown. 


Preserving Mucilage of Acacia, 


It has been recommended to preserve 
this preparation by using glycerin or 
lime-water as a portion of the solvent. 
I have not been successful with either 
expedient, even when a first-class qual- 
ity of gum and distilled water were used 
and tlie gum subjected to a preliminary 
washing with water. I now follow the 
directions of the U. S. P., using distilled 
water only, and then add a few drops of 
formaldehyde solution. Made in this 
way I have had no trouble with mucil- 
.age of acacia spoiling by fermentation. 
To those who object to the use of such 
.an agent as formaldehyde for the purpose 
of preserving preparations intended for 
internal exhibition, I would say that so 
very little of it is required that I cannot 
see how any harm can result from it use. 

Syrup of Tolu. 

I have had no success in making a sat- 
isfactory syrup of tolu according to either 
the U. S. P. 1880 or 1890 process, the 
preparation soon acquiring a disagreeable 
odor. I have hence gone back to the 
formula of the U. S. P. 1870, which has 
always yielded me good results. This 
formula was given in my article on 
“Arithmetical Notes,” published in the 
“Bulletin” for October. The tincture is 
to be well triturated with the magnesium 
carbonate and two ounces of sugar, then 
the water is to be added, the mixture 
filtered, and the remainder of the sugar 
dissolved in the filtrate by the aid of a 
gentle heat. The product is a lemon- 
yellow syrup of fine flavor which keeps 
well. Objection may be made to the use 
-of magnesium carbonate because it is 
very slightly soluble, and owing to its 
alkaline character will precipitate mor- 
phine from morphine sulphate when the 
latter is prescribed, as it frequently is in 
mixtures with syrup of tolu. This ob- 
jection may be a valid one; if it is, cal- 


cium phosphate or purified talcum may 
be substituted for the magnesium car- 
bonate. If either of these is used, the 
product will be almost colorless. 


Dried Sodium Phosphate. 

Sodium phosphate is now being used 
quite considerably, and I would suggest 
that the dried salt be also recognized by 
the U. S. P. and a working process for 
it given. The following process will be 
found acceptable: Heat crystallized 
sodium phosphate on a water bath until 
it ceases to lose weight, stirring the mass 
when it becomes dry, finally heating it 
over a sand-bath or by direct heat to 
120° C. until it again ceases to lose 
weight, or until it represents about 40 
per cent. of the weight of the original 
crystallized salt. 

Zine Ointment, 

The U. S. P. directs that the zinc oxiae 
for this ointment be in No. 20 powder. 
This is entirely too coarse; it should be 
finer than No. 60 powder, and No. 80 
would be better yet if a smooth oint- 
ment is desired. 

Chalk Mixture. 

In making this the U. S. P. does not 
direct the use of distilled water, yet dis- 
tilled water, and distilled water only, 
should be used for this preparation. 


An Excellent Licorice Preparation. 
Instead of the fluid extract of licorice, 
the pure extract of the U. S. P., the puri- 
fied extract of the N. F., or any other 
extract of licorice, I use the following, 
which I call glycerite of licorice: 
Extract of licorice, the com: 


mercial stick or mass....... 13 Ounces av. 
NA OMEE  Siacas cas sicicisisistis sac 4 fluidounces. 
MNO Winccasctccse puacmiesctered q@: 8s 


Put the extract in enough water (about 
three pints) to dissolve it and make a 
thin solution. Hasten solution by fre- 
quent stirring and by putting the vessel 
in a warm place if possible. Solution 
should be completed in 24 to 48 hours; 
if it takes longer add a small amount of 
alcoholic solution of salicylic acid for 
preservation. Then filter, evaporate on a 
water bath to 12 fluidounces, and finally 
add the glycerin. This preparation is 
more radily made than a fluid extract 
or the extract of the U. S. P., or of the 
N. F.; it keeps indefinitely, it is cheap, 
and it can be poured readily, and there- 
fore can be mixed easily with other 
liquids. Moreover, it is suitable for 
making elixirs, syrup of licorice, etc., 
because, first, it mixes readily, as already 
stated with other liquids, differing in this 
respect from an extract, and because, sec- 
ondly, the resultant mixture has little or 
no precipitate, which is not the case when 
the extract or fluid extract is used, and 
because, thirdly, the mixture does not 
have the acrid taste imparted by the ordi- 
nary fluid extract. 

The ordinary stick or mass licorice ex- 
tract of the market contains about 40 per 
cent. of insoluble matter, so that the fin- 
ished product corresponds quite closely 
to a 50 per cent. preparation. 


Myjoen’s Extraction Apparatus. 


J. A. Mjoen has devised a modification 
of the extraction apparatus of Van Led- 
den-Hulsebosch, which is shown in the 
accompanying engraving as Fig. 1. The 
original “perforator’ of Van Ledden- 
Hulsebosch is designed for use with 
liquids lighter than water, while Mjoen’s 
apparatus is intended for liquids of high 


specific gravity, such as chloroform. 
Stopcock a is first closed, and is not op- 
ened until the chloroform begins to drop 
from the cooler b. The stopcock is then 
opened so wide that the layer of chlor- 
oform at the bottom of the tube is main- 
tained at a uniform height, the rate of 
condensation governing the rate at which 
the chloroform is allowed to pass through 
into the lower flask. 


A Washing Apparatus. 


_In order to wash microscopical prepara- 
tions Kreuz (Zeit. Wissenschaft, Mikros. 
1898, XV.) uses the apparatus shown in 












































Pigs i. Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2 on this page. The sections to be 
washed are placed in the vessel marked a, 
and water is admitted through the tube 
b, arising and overflowing the edges of 
the glass a into the funnel d. The in- 
verted funnel c prevents the cross sections 
from being washed over with the over- 
flowing water. 


A New Form of Crucible. 


In the crucible shown in Fig. 3 a sieve 
bottom is introduced as indicated in the 
drawing, upon which an asbestos plate 
is laid.* The substance to be incinerated 
is placed upon this asbestos plate, washed, 
the water drawn off through the tube at 
the bottom, dried by the exhaustion of 
air through this tube and then heated, 
when any desired gas (as hydrogen or 
oxygen) can be introduced through the 
tube from the bottom. 
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Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for infor- 
mation bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially in- 
vite our friends to make use of this column. 

The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the commu- 
nication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we make it a 
rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspondence. 


























A Rare Incompatibility.—L. J. sub- 
mits the following prescription, and asks 
us to state the nature of the precipitate 
which forms in the mixture on standing. 
The prescription read: 

Tincture of castor, 
Diluted phosphoric acid, of each..6 mms. 


Ammoniated tincture of valerian 
SE DDD: cn dssecicssoneans 1 dr. 


Make 2 oz. of above mixture. 

At first glance it would appear that the 
precipitate in this mixture “consists of 
ammonium phosphate, and possibly a lit- 
tle of this salt is formed, but the chief 
source of precipitation is ‘the tincture of 
castoreum, which is rich in resinous mat- 
ter and calcium, sodium and potassium 
salts. The prescription quoted or a 
combination like it is not infrequently 
prescribed in the treatment of the insane. 
and the phenomenon observed by our 
correspondent is a familiar one to those 
who have had any experience in com- 
pounding preparations containing tinc- 
ture of castoreum and dilute phosphoric 
acid. The two medicines are best given 
separately, as precipitation invariably oc- 
curs when they are combined, and espe- 
cially in the presence of ammoniated tinc- 
ture of valerian. The precipitate consists 
probably of mixed salts of ammonium, 
calcium, sodium and potassium. 


Tonsilitis Cure.—A, A.—The bulk of 


these preparations consist of mix- 
tures of tincture of iron chloride, 
glycerin, syrup and water. Cinna- 


mon water is frequently prescribed in 
place of plain water, and the mixtures 
are known under different names, such 
as “Jacobi’s Mixture,” “Throat Tonic,” 
“Jacobi’s Special,” etc. The “Throat 
Tonic,” which is used at the New York 
Polyclinic, both as a gargle and as a mix- 
ture for internal use, has the following 


composition: 
a 2% grs. 
Tincture iron chloride......... 24% mms. 
DEE caeSubiksssecsbecersevcer 15 mms. 
Water, q. s. to make........... 1 dr. 


Dose: One teaspoonful. 

The above is the general formula fol- 
lowed in nearly all of the city institutions, 
and modifications of it to form more pal- 
atable compounds will readily suggest 
themselves; an aromatic syrup or elixir 
may be substituted for the glycerin and 
so on. 


Book on Botanical Drugs.—A. H. B. 
asks for the name of a book giving the 
habitat and history of botanical drugs. 

Probably the most concise work on bo- 
tanical drugs is Maisch’s “Manual of Or- 
~ ganic Materia Medica,” published by 
Lea Bros. & Co., 113 Fifth ave., New York 
($2.50). A more compendious work and 


more fully up-to-date is Sayre’s “Organic 
Materia Medica and Pharmacognosy” 
Philadelphia; 


(Blakiston’s Son & Co., 


price, $4.50). The history of vegetable 
drugs is described at greater length in 
“Pharmacographia,” by Fluckiger & 
Hanbury (Macmillan & Co., New York). 


Composition of Match Heads —A. 

F.—The tipping compound for matches 
is of varying composition, but all consist 
essentially of some compound of phos- 
phorus and potassium chlorate. When 
the chlorate and phosphorus are applied 
on separate surfaces—the chlorate to the 
ends of the tips and the phosphorus to 
the scratching surface—we have the 
well-known safety match. The phos- 
phorus used is that variety known as 
amorphous, which is innocuous, as com- 
pared with the dangerous yellow variety. 
The following is a recent formula for an 
igniting paste to be applied to matches 
intended for igniting when scratched 
against any rough surface. 


Soaked glue (1 to 5 of water)....... 37-5 
PE NE. vapeosd psubcessdectews 7.5 
a. Sea ee 7.5 
Amorphous phosphorus .............. 10.0 
EO LET 4.0 
PE SEE or scepssvcsresasenes 27.0 
DURE OF SAMIDUIBOK. on ciksekcssccsscaves 7.0 


The above proportions yield a compo- 
sition which inflames readily when rubbed 
against a rough surface. 

Liver Pills.—J. C.—One of the 
most satisfactory pills belonging to the 
general class of liver and antibilious pills 
is made as follows: 





Extract nux vomica .........e0s- 4 gr. 
Resin of podophyllum .. “3a Br. 
CRGRCUER «cucu secescensense» ..% gr. 
Compound extract of colocynth.. I gr. 

SE: biGnabeb ates cstawbecnanskwess Y, gr. 


Mix; make one pill. 

If it is desired to employ the active 
principles and make a smaller pill, the 
following formula should be followed: 


DER Seikseevadbusebheckerebsnbiecs 10 grs 
—- Spa RAKERERREE ED RASKARA OSE 10 grs 

xtract of hyoscyamus........... 5 gers. 
Extract of nux vomica............ 5 gers. 
Oleoresin of capsicum............ 5 grs. 
PED cs ckwiunnkwshicee asics 20 grs 


Mix; make too pills. 


Elixir Six Bromides.—J. S. D.—The 
formula referred to contains iron bro- 
mide as one of the ingredients, and has 
the following composition: 

Potassium bromide 
Sodium bromide 
Ammonium bromide . 
Calcium bromide 
Lithium bromide .. 
Iron bromide 
Tinct. of cannabis indica.. I 

Simple elixir, enough to make 16 fl. = 


Mix. 

The above elixir does not present a 
very elegant appearance owing to the 
separation of the resin of cannabis indica 
which takes place. The iron bromide is 
a disturbing factor, too, being a very un- 
stable salt, and a brown precipitate 
quickly deposits. This elixir is used a 
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good deal in the treatment of melan- 
cholia, in which the cannabis indica is. 
often of great service; but for genera] 
purposes both the cannabis indica and 
the iron bromide could be omitted, and 
a more elegant appearing solution thus 
obtained. 


The Red Color Produced on Mix- 
ing Sodium Salicylate and spt. 
Ether Nit.—P. I. N.—The nature of 
the substance which is produced on mix- 
ing spirit of nitrous ether with a solution 
of sodium salicylate has never been defi- 
nitely determined. The change is due 
to the formation of a nitro-substitution 
product from the action of the nitrous. 
acid upon the salicylic acid. 

Mocking Bird Food.—J. C. S.—The 
mocking bird is the most troublesome 
of all songsters to feed, as it requires con- 
siderable quantities of animal food, which 
generally takes the form of the larve of 
ants, considerable quantities of Russian. 
“ant eggs” being imported for that pur- 
pose. Ifthe prepared food is entirely de- 
void of animal food, this want would have- 
to be supplied by feeding mixtures of the 
yolk of hard-boiled egg and white pota- 
toes, with occasional supplies of earth 
worms. In default of the latter, finely 
chopped ox-heart may be used, which lat- 
ter, we may remark, is a constituent ofi 
many of the more widely advertised foods. 
The following are favorite formulas: 


ie 
DRIES «5 si acnns xcs sd0a%5 edeaiennn 2 ozs. 
PRIME AERO, on o<ccsceccensssencnse 4 Ozs 
BEM BOCE  occcccceccsecccsscccences 2 ozs 
PCI BREE: oxic sec scicvsecscanecesie 6 ozs 


Boil the ox-heart well in water, cut 
small and place it in a pan in an oven. 
where it must be allowed to become per- 
fectly dry and crisp. All the ingredients. 
must then be mixed and reduced to 
coarse powder. 


«+2 OZS. 


Corn meal .. . 
* -. 


Pea meal .... 
Moss meal . 
Mix; add a little melted isa, but not 
sufficient to make the mixture too greasy 
and sweeten with molasses. Fry in frying. 
pan for half an hour, stirring constantly 





and taking care not to let it burn. Keep- 
in a covered jar. 
csi. 
BRE DEMME. 5.606060 ccsewsned 8 ozs. 
Se eT rer 9 ozs 
OME: abuet causes ss osce%ess Sone ese 2 ozs. 
SS ere oT I oz. 
Capsicum ........0.seeseeeeeeeeees 10 grs. 
Mix 4nd reduce to coarse powder. 
IV. 
SRP MIN ocean sapesesncrsswssneny 6 ozs 
BS NL. sien shuns scp ssaseunanne 8 ozs 
errr 8 ozs. 
er rer eee 2 ozs 
Ce OS aera 2 ozs. 
CO eee as er 2 ozs 
ard oil ..... see seeeeeeeseseeeeees 2 ozs. 
Mix the solid ingredients, grind to- 


coarse powder, and then incorporate the 
oils. 

Complexion Cream.—C. L. Van K. 
—The preparation inquired about belongs. 
to the large class of non-greasy com- 
plexion creams, of which quince mucilage 
forms the basis, and the following is a 


type: 
NE EE vnescceeseseevat 240 grs 
ee 1 dr. 
TS arr ror 12 ozs 
SIO. owes cawasnsanoneavs 3 fl. ozs 
[AMEE ccaceavenessenveuseoes 3 fl. ozs. 


Crush the quince seed and macerate 
with the hot water for one hour, stirring 
frequently, then strain through muslin, 
without pressure, add the glycerin and! 
borax, and then add the translucent solu- 
tion to the cologne, slowly shaking them- 
well together. One ounce of bulk per-- 
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fume and one ounce of alcohol may be 
used instead of the eau de cologne. 

A formula having some resemblance 
to this, but acid in its reaction, and hav- 
ing perhaps more whitening properties, 
was given in the preceding number, 
which see. 

Tasteless Quinine —V.—The prepara- 
tion of tasteless quinine is covered by a 
U. S. patent. The process is a difficult 
one and consists practically of the in- 
corporation of the quinine with col- 
ophony resin and drying and powdering 
the product. Quinidine is frequently used 
where the bitter taste of quinine is ob- 
jected to. 

Formulas for tasteless syrups of quinine 
are numerous. Yerba santa is, of course, 
the most popular covering for quinine, 
and next to this comes the aromatic syrup 
of licorice. When properly prepared, the 
syrup of yerba santa answers the pur- 
pose admirably, but the incorporation of 
the quinine with the syrup requires skilled 
manipulation. To merely add the quinine 
to the syrup and shake the mixture will 
not give satisfactory results. The quinine 
should be rubbed up in a mortar with 
small portions of syrup added little by 
little. In this way, the complete separa- 
tion of the resin of the yerba santa, which 
occurs when the mixture is merely stirred 
together and which presents so unsightly 
a compound, is avoided. 

Licorice is preferred by many, and the 
following formula for an aromatic syrup 
of licorice finds considerable favor: 






Cinnamon (Ceylon) 
Ginger (Cochin) 


BONY snickenoeess 
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Extract licorice, purified.......... +. 50 
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Alcohol, 
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Reduce the cinnamon, ginger, cloves 
and nutmeg to a No. 40 powder, moisten 
with 15 Cc of alcohol, macerate for 24 
hours ir a covered vessel, then pack into 
a cylindrical percolator and gradually 
pour alcohol upon it until 100 Cc of 
percolate is obtained; mix this with the 
sugar in a mortar and set aside in a mod- 
erately warm place until the alcohol has 
evaporated. Add water until 500 Cc of 
percolate is obtained; dissolve the extract 

“of licorice in the percolate with the aid 
of gentle heat, add the aromatized sugar, 
let the whole come to a boil, strain and 
add enough water through the strainer to 
make 1000 Cc. 

Quinine may be added to this in any 
proportion desired. 


| | Correspondence. 


| 


Promotion for the Pharmacist. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: I wish to call your attention to 
the fact that the Supervising Surgeon 
General, Dr. Walter Wyman, of the Ma- 
rine Hospital Service, has made two new 
positions in that service—that of phar- 
macist and assistant pharmacist—at the 
Medical Purveying Depot in New York 
City, with a compensation of $1,800 and 
$1,400 per annum, respectively. We have 
been making steady progress ever since 
our campaign for the advancement of the 
status of pharmacists in the service of our 
Government has been inaugurated. 

had a considerable interview with 
Dr. Wyman in Washington during the 


latter part of September, and I trust that 
my presentation of the case enabled him 
to see more clearly the fuller recognition 
to which the pharmacists were entitled. 
I believe you first called our attention 
to the Medical Purveying Depots being 
in charge of medical officers with com- 
missions, and you know what an active 
fight we have made to secure pharmacists 
for these places. The above is.the result 
of some of these efforts. The general 
conditions in the Navy and Marine Hos- 
pital Service have greatly improved. 
You remember when we began the naval 
apothecary ranked just above the cook. 
To such splendid workers as yourself 
pharmacy is indebted for the success 
which has been achieved. You: were 
among the first to uphold our hands in 
an effort for an organized fight for bet- 
ter recognition for pharmacists in the 
service of our Government, and I know 
that you will be quite pleased to hear of 
the present recognition of pharmacists by 
the Marine Hospital Service. Respect- 
fully yours, Grorce F. Payne. 
Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 16. 


A Shining Example for Associa- 
tions. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: Asa matter of information for the 
benefit of your advertising patrons, I 
would ask you kindly to give prominent 
space in your columns to the following: 

At the forty-seventh annual meeting of 
the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, held at Put-in-Bay, O., Sept. 4-12, 
1899, the council resolved that no adver- 
tisements be solicited or accepted for any 
of the publications or programmes issued 
by or in the name of the association and 
the general secretary was instructed to 
inform annually the local secretary and 
the pharmaceutical press of this resolu- 
tion. Yours very truly, 

Cuas. CASPARI, JR., 
General Secretary. 
Baltimore, Dec. 19, 1899. 


Mr. Hynson Did Not Indorse the 
Plan. 


To the Editor: 

Sir:—I will consider it a personal favor 
if you will announce to the retail drug- 
gists of the country, especially to my 
friends among them and my fellow small 
dealers, that I had absolutely nothing to 
do with the indorsement of the Ayer 
“plan” for marketing their 25c. Pectoral. 
As I was not consulted regarding the 
matter and because it was not put to a 
vote of the executive committee of the 
N. A. R. D., I feel at perfect liberty to 
make this statement. Very truly, 

Hy. P. Hynson. 

Baltimore, Dec. 2, 1899. 


Must Have It to Run Business. 


Find enclosed check of one dollar and 
fifty cents for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
for 1900. Must have it to run business. 

E. P. MANVILLE. 

Whitehall, N. Y. 


The American Druggist All Right. 


The AMERICAN Druceist is all right 
as a drug journal and so long as its up- 
to-date methods are continued I hope to 
be a subscriber to it. 

Frank O. RANDALL. 

Brockton, Mass. 


Mercurol in the Treatment of 


Gonorrhoea. 


Prof. Ramon Guiteras, at one of his 
recent clinics at the New York Post- 
Graduate Hospital, traced the history of 
the treatment of venereal diseases, and 
showed that at the present time medical 
men were nearer to treating them in a 
conservative way, and yet in such a way 
as to produce rapid cures, than at any 
previous time. It was not until twenty 
years ago that Neisser made his discov- 
ery of the gonococus, and since then rapid 
progress has been made in the use of rem- 
edies for its treatment. Balsamic and 
other similar products were still largely 
used, but it was becoming more and more 
the custom to regard them simply as ad- 
juncts—as preparatory treatment for 
something to come—and to rely more on 
irrigations. Many preparations have been 
used for the latter purpose. The value 
of nitrate of silver had long been recog- 
nized, and certain proteids of silver ad- 
vocated, from which undoubtedly good 
results have been obtained. Bichloride 
of mercury was also highly esteemed. 
Now, said Dr. Guiteras, a new prepara- 
tion has been placed on the market known 
as Mercurol, and consisting of nucleol 
and a freshly precipitated oxide of mer- 
cury, which is claimed to be a more pow- 
erful germicide than any of the other 
preparations, and has this great advan- 
tage, that it had no irritating effect, its 
action on the mucous membrane being 
purely physiological and not chemical, 
whilst on the other hand the presence of 
the nucleol in the compound makes it 
possible to use mercury in larger quanti- 
ties than was otherwise possible. Prof. 
Guiteras is conducting experiments with 
the remedy on a series of cases at his 
clinics, besides using it in his private 
practice, and he intimated his intention of 
giving the benefit of his experience to the 
profession as soon as he has the requisite 
data on which to base general conclu- 
sions. 


Canceling Tobacco Stamps. 


Most druggists fail to appreciate the 
fact that when dealers buy or sell tobacco 
as cigars or otherwise for resale in any 
manner other than in the full package as 
put up, stamped, branded and marked Ly 
the manufacturers, such sale or purchase 
is a violation of the law, and lays the 
druggist liable to a penalty of not inore 
than $1,000 fine and imprisonment of not 
more than two years. 

The law also provides explicitly that 
the retail dealer only can break or sell 
from a broken box, and that he cannot 
make sales except in full boxes when the 
cigars are bought from him to be sold 
again. This latter clause is one which is 
quite frequently violated by the druggists 
in the country districts, and it is well for 
our readers to be aware of the fact that 
in making such sales they are violating 
the internal revenue laws. The same 
regulation applies to tobacco and snuff. 

Another most important regulation, 
which is frequently violated through 
thoughtlessness or through ignorance of 
the law is that requiring that the dealer 
destroy the stamp as soon as he has 
emptied the package of the contents, 
whether the contents be tobacco, cigars 
or cigarettes. Our readers would do 
well to bear in mind these provisions of 
the law as a compliance with them may 
save them much annoyance at the hands 
of the revenue officers. 
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ULYSSES G. MANNING, 


Advertising Ideas. 


Under this heading we shall conduct a practical discussion of store 
methods and advertising for retail druggists. 
will be pleased to criticise advertisements, suggest improvements and 
answer all questions coming within the scope of this department, pro- 
vided they are accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 


The Department Editor 


DEPARTMENT EDITOR. 

















Prize Advertisement. 


.The American Druggist offers a prize 
of books to the value of $2, each issue, for 
the best retail druggist’s advertisement. 
The prize is this time awarded to Wm. 
C. Alpers, New York city. 


Honorable Mention. 
John R. Thompson, Allegheny, Pa. 
Richard H. Lackey, Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. F. Ruhl, Manheim, Pa. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


An Admirable Booklet. 

A booklet recently used to advertise the 
opening of Mr. W. C. Alpers’ new phar- 
acy, is awarded the prize for this issue. 
It is an admirable piece of work in every 
respect. It is written in the dignified 
style that befits the business it represents, 
and, typographically, it is beyond criti- 
cism. 

It consists of sixteen pages of white 
coated paper, and a cover of green “De- 
fender” stock. Mr. Alpers evidently de- 
termined to get out something first-class, 
and he has succeeded. This kind of a 
booklet will pay where a less expensive 
one will not. 

ee 


Good Ads and Methods. 
Editor Aavetiong Ideas: 

I enclose several ads for criticism and for entry 
in the contest. We are giving ave 
(lotion) samples with the ad wrapped about 
them. We also did the same with the furniture 
polish, and at the same time we had a cond 
of the polish on top of an old desk, half of whic 
was polished with the polish, and the other half 
was left as it was to show the contrast. 

Manheim, Pa. H. F. Rug. 

Mr. Ruhl has many of his newspaper 
ads run on slips before the forms are 
torn down, and uses these slips for plac- 
ing in packages that leave the store, or 
sends them out with samples of the goods 
advertised. This is a very good plan to 
follow and is now being used by many 
druggists. The expense of typesetting is 
saved so that these slips cost but a trifle, 
and they can always be used to advantage. 
The matter in one of Mr. Ruhl’s ads is 
reprinted here. This is a good example 
of newsy advertising. This is pure news 
and probably just as interesting to read- 
ers of the paper as much of ihe matter 
appearing in the news columns. The 
heading of this ad is a trifle topheavy. 
“Writing paper at less than wholesale 
price” would have done as well. An ad 


on “Turnip seed at one-fourth usual 
prices” contains some good argument on 


thy advantage of buying seed in bulk, of 
which the following is a sample: 

The seedsman has to pay for filling, counting 
and handling small packages. An employe can 
put up a pound almost as quickly as a quarter 
ounec; but a pound put up in quarter ounces 
means 64 packages. 

Of the other ads sent the one on Sty- 
to-gly-cer-ite is the best. A preparation 
with a name like that is burdened some- 
what. People will hesitate on the pro- 
nunciation, and will sometimes hesitate 


Writing Paper for Less at Retail 
Than Present Wholesale Prices. 


A traveling salesman showed us a box 
of “Real Irish Linen” paper. We asked 
his wholesale price. It was 18 cents. 

We handed him a box of our “Real 
Irish Linen” and compared it with his. 
The labels and the color of the boxes were 
exactly alike. He granted that our paper 
was like his but thought that possibly 
his was a trifle heavier in weight. Upon 
weighing both, ours was found to be the 
heavier. The retail price of ours is 17 
cents. Here were the two papers, ours 
the heavier aud yet our retail price less 
than his wholesale price. 

The above occurrence substantiates the 
claim that our prices for stationery dur- 
ing August were from a fourth to a third 
less than usual. Such goods as are left 
over from the August sale will be sold 
at the August prices. After these are 
sold prices must advance. 

RUHL’S DRUG STORE. 


to ask for it on that account. Mr. Ruhl 
has divided the word to help over the 
trouble, but the best help would be to re- 


christen it. 
ee 


All Good. 


Editor Advertising Ideas: 

I enclose a small batch of ads for the com- 
petition. I have fancied that I saw improvement 
in my work in this line, and am frank to say 
that your department is responsible for it. 

Ricnarp H. Lackey. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mr. Lackey’s ads are all good. A soap 
ad that originally occupied four inches, 
double column, is reproduced in smaller 
space. This is a fair example of the rest. 
This ad shows tact in writing, and this, 
with the information given, should sell 
soap. 





Soaps for the Toilet. 


You have used Colgate’s Extract of 
Caprice, you know what a sweet odor 
it has. The makers have just put out a 
Toilet Soap perfumed with the same 
odor. They call it Caprice Soap. It is 
hard to explain why the price is 9 cents 
when Cashmere Bouquet Soap sells for 23 
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cents. We don’t try to explain it, sim- 


ply state the price, that will sell it. 
Gerosa Soap is also new, same style as. 
Caprice, same price, 9 cents. Vioris 
Soap, the sweetest violet soap on the 
market, 5 cents and 15 cents. Glycerine, 
Oatmeal, Cold Cream, White Clematis, 
Tar and a full line of Colgate’s goods at 
lowest prices. Richard H. Lackey, Le- 
high Avenue and Fifth Street. Have 
your prescriptions filled there. 
eH & & 

The Thompsonian. 

John R. Thompson, Allegheny, Pa., 
sends a recent copy of the ‘“Thompson- 
ian,” his monthly publication. It is fully 
up to previous issues, and some extracts 
from it may be given later. 

Mr. Thompson’s wide-open invitation 
greets you in every issue of this paper, 
It has been quoted before, but is worth 
quoting again. 

We sell postage stamps. 

We have a directory. 

We have a public telephone. 

We have plenty of room for you to wait 
for a car. 


These conveniences are at the disposal of 
the public. We want you to use them. 


ee 
Mixed Merit. 
Editor Advertising Ideas: 

I have been an interested reader of your de- 
partment for a long time, but have never before 
submitted anything for you to comment upon. 
I enclose three ads taken at random, and would 
be pleased to receive any suggestions you may 
have to offer for improvement. 

I change my ads weekly and supplement them 
with window displays. This week my “little 
sucker” ad is helped along by a window filled 
with nursery goods and the sign “‘Give the little 
suckers a chance,” to catch the eye. 

Pelham, N. Y. S. T. Lyman. 

The merits of the three ads sent vary 
greatly. The best one is headed “A Lead- 
ing Question.” Stationery is the subject 
and it talks business throughout except 
in the heading. It tells why the station- 
ery can be sold cheap, and clinches the 
argument with a list of prices. The head- 
ing was used to connect the ad with a cut 
of an animated interrogation mark. There 
is no need of attempting to adapt one’s 
ads to a stock cut, though in this in- 
stance the heading might have been “A 
Paper Question,” “How About Station- 
ery?” or something of that kind. The 
connection between the cut of a dandy 
and a “dandy” cough medicine is too 
slight to attempt to play on the words. 
It really weakens the ad, because the in- 
terest of the reader is diverted from the 
subject by the verbal gymnastics. The 
use of “Nota Bene” in this ad is open to 
criticism also. It will mean nothing to 
nine-tenths of the readers, and to the 
others it may seem like an affectation. 

Go straight at people, talk to them just 
as you would in the store. Dwell on the 
merits of your goods, and when possible 
give prices. Let your heading fit the sub- 
ject of your ad, and have only one heavy 
display line. If these points are heeded 
you can’t go far amiss. All of your ads 
would be more prominent if surrounded 


by a border. 
ee 


Chance for Economy. 

Edward Lehman, Memphis, Tenn., sub- 
mits an ad on his lotion. The only crit- 
icism is that more space than necessary 
is used if the advertiser cares to econo- 
mize. This ad of less than one hundred 
words occupied fifteen inches in a paper 
which charges high rates. The ad could 
have been made equally prominent in half 
the space. 
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The Prize Adyertisement 


We present below the matter con- 
tained in the pamphlet of Wm. C. AI- 
pers, of New York City, to which was 
awarded the prize for this issue. 














THE ALPERS. 
PHARMACY 











45 AND 47 WEST THIRTY- FIRST 
STREET, ONE DOOR EAST OF 
BROADWAY, NEW YORK | 




















Title page of prize-winning booklet. 


The matter is presented without any 
attempt to reproduce the typographical 
appearance. In the original the side 
heads wete printed on the wide margins 
and were not intruded, as here shown, 
into the text. 


_ The opening of a new drug store is, as a rule, 
not an event of any import, and deserves no par- 
ticular notice. If, therefore, we beg to call your 
attention to our pharmacy, there must exist valid 
reasons for so doing, without fear of encroaching 
on your time. 

To make this clear at once, let us state that 
our pharmacy is not the glittering 
variety shop, commonly called a Professional 
drug store, but a scientific estab- Work 
lishment devoted solely to pro- Only 
fessional work. 

For this reason we have discarded many of 
those commercial articles which otherwise are 
expected to be found in a drug store. We sell 

neither soda-water, nor show you a 


What we tempting display of candy and 
Do not other delicacies; we have no cigar 
Sell counter, no stationery tables, and 


no assortments of knick-knacks and 
fancy goods. The time, attention, space and 
capital usually devoted to handling, exhibiting 
and selling such goods is by us applied to the 
professional work before mentioned, the com- 
pounding of prescriptions being first in line 
among this class of service. 
In place of the non-pharmaceutical wares thus 
excluded by us, we deal exclusive- 
ly in all such goods, appliances and Professional 
apparatus as are intended for the Goods 
relief and comfort of the sick, the Only 
convalescent or the _ invalid. 
Whatever science and invention has devised in 
this line is found in our pharmacy, as medicine 
glasses, feeding cups, rubber goods of all de- 
scriptions, bandages, gauzes and plasters, ther- 


mometers for the bath, atmosphere and fever; 
atomizers, sprays, electric batteries, sick room 
lamps and stoves, sterilizers, sponges of all sizes 
and kinds, and numerous other requisites for the 

nursery and sick room. 
In the selection of our chemicals as well as 
our sundries, we exercise the ut- 


High most care to buy not what is cheap- 
Quality est, but what is best; and to high 
and quality and purity we sacrifice 
Purity of every other consideration. We, 
Chemicals therefore, carry a full line of 


Merck’s chemicals—a brand which 
is the recognized standard of quality and purity. 
Our pharmaceutical preparations come primarily 
from E. R. Squibb & Sons, the renowned manu- 
facturers of galenicals of the highest grade; we 
also keep the complete lines of the preparations 
of such high-class firms as Parke, Davis & Com- 
pany, John Wyeth & Brother, Schieffelin & Com- 
pany, Sharp & Dohme, and others of equal 
grade. 

The necessity of exercising the greatest care 
in the purchase of drugs and chemicals is but 
rarely recognized by the general 


public. A mother will spend many Care in 
hours in the wearisome search of Selecting 
the most suitable clothes for her Medicine 


children; a father will devote time 
and labor to provide the best class of the regu- 
lar necessaries for his family; when, however, it 
comes to medicine, the handiest and cheapest 
thing to be obtained is often considered good 
enough. The difficulty of distin- 
Difficulty guishing between the good and bad 
in in chemicals may, to some extent, 


Selecting explain this neglect of proper care; 
Pure but is not this very fact an addi- 
Chemicals tional reason why the selection of 


remedies, on which health and hap- 
piness depend, should be exercised with the ut- 
most caution and deliberation? It is, therefore, 
not merely advisable, but imperative, to patron- 
ize only such pharmacists as examine, test and 
analyze their own goods and preparations, and 
who deal with importing and manufacturing 
firms of the highest repute, even if their prices 


are a trifle higher than those of others. No- 
where iS quality of greater im- 

portance than in this field; for no- Danger of 
where is there greater danger from Impurity 


impurity and cheapness than in 
medicines and chemicals. But while our stock 
of goods of highest standard of quality and 
merit is one of the notable features of our phar- 
macy, the most important is the 
Professional professional work that we perform. 
Work We believe that the preparation 
of tinctures and extracts, on whose 
purity the physician’s success depends, is too 
important a matter to allow it to be interfered 
with by the drawing of a glass of 
soda-water; we believe that the Our 
compounding of a prescription, Platform as 
that may be the agent of life or Pharmacists 
death, is too serious an act to be 
stopped or interrupted for sale of cigars or per- 


fumery; we believe that the vocation of re- 

lieving the sick is so noble and 
Why You responsible a trust as to require a 
Should man’s whole time, mind and atten- 
Patronize tion. Nor do we think that a 


Us pharmacist who desires to stand 
in the foremost rank of his pro- 
fession can believe or act otherwise. 
No branches of human knowledge have made 
such enormous progress during the last few de- 
cades as medicine and chemistry, 


and to remain conversant with all Progress in 


their new discoveries and com- Medicine 
pounds, requires earnest and con- and 
tinuous study. Ignorance of the Ohemistry 


properties and actions of the numerous new syn- 
thetic remedies that now enter into the majority 
of prescriptions, must be felt by the conscien- 
tious pharmacist to be a betrayal of the trust 
that his patrons place in him. Nor is this all. 
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Science has taught us that many diseases are 
propagated by germs and bacteria, 


Bacteria for whose detection and _ conse- 
and the quent extermination the micro- 
Microscope scope has become an indispensable 


instrument. It is the province of 
the pharmacist to acquaint and perfect himself 
also as to this branch of knowledge. 

These are only a few indications of the wide 
field of study and usefulness that the pharmacist 
is required to cultivate, if he has the ambition 
of being a true representative of 
his profession and of serving his Faithfulness 
medical friends, as well as the pub- of Service 
lic, ably and faithfully. It is be- 
yond the scope of this announcement to enter 
into details; but we will be pleased to send you, 
from time to time, a small book- 
let, delineating at greater length 
our aims and dwelling more 
extensively on each branch of 
pharmaceutical science as_ prac- 
ticed and exemplified in our establishment. Let 
us merely repeat now that our chief work is the 


More 
Booklets 
to Come 


compounding of prescriptions. 
Only the most competent assistants Prescrip- 
—full graduates of colleges of tions 


pharmacy—a re employed; and 

no effort is spared to maintain the highest 
standard of exactness in this work, combined 
with the greatest practicable promptness of 
service. Our safety system of multiple checking 
of each component part of each prescription, as 
well as an ingenious way cf filing the latter for 
secure and prompt reference, will be gladly 
shown and explained to our visitors. 

Besides this, we are fully equipped for all 
kinds of chemical research and examinations, 
and prepared to execute any order 
for analytical work that may be 
demanded by physicians or private 
parties; as for instance, analyses 
of water, liquors, oils, sputum, blood, articles of 
food, drugs, etc. It is these classes of work, 
namely, the compounding of rare and difficult 
prescriptions, and the examina- 
tion and analysis of the most va- 
ried articles, that for more than 
twenty-five years we have per- 
formed and supervised, particularly during the 
last three years, in our character of manager of 
the late Marck Pharmacy, on University Place 
and Eighth Street, and in which we can justly 
claim to possess high proficiency. 

Located as we are now, at Forty-five and For- 
ty-seven West Thirty-first Street, one door East 
of Broadway, and two blocks from 
the Thirty-third Street station of 
the Sixth Avenue elevated road, 
our pharmacy is easily accessible 
from all parts of the city. But distance should 
be no hindrance in patronizing us, for all orders 
by mail, telephone or telegraph will promptly be 
executed, and goods delivered by our special 
system of private messengers. 

We therefore invite you cordially 
to visit our pharmacy, where we 
will welcome you and show you 
our facilities, whether you need 
our services or not; and we confidently expect to 
be in a position to convince you of the high 
character of our aims and the sincerity of our 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM C. ALPERS, Sc. D. 


Chemical 
Analysis 


Long 
Experience 


Central 
Location 


Cordial 
Invitation 


purpose. 


A general participation on the part of 
both proprietors and clerks in our Prize 
Essay Competition is invited. A prize 
of $5 is awarded with every issue of the 
AMERICAN Druaatst for the best essay 
submitted. 

Send rough sketches of that labor-sav- 
ing contrivance which you have invented 
to the Prize Essay Department. We will 
make a finished drawing free of charge 
and award a prize of $5 if the sketch and 
description are worthy of it. 
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PROPRIETARY DEPARTMENT. 


Conducted by Richard Quincy Munn. 

















MAHLON N. KLINE, 


Ot Smith, Kline & French Co., Philadelphia, proprietors of Eskay’s Albu- 
menized Food; former President National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association. 


Like many of the most successful business men of the cities, Mahlon 
N. Kline was a country lad, having been born near Hamburg, Pa., on the 
6th day of February, 1845, of “Pennsylvania Dutch” ancestry. His boy- 
hood was that of the ordinary small farmer’s son, being filled with farm 
work in the summer and school in the winter, save that he spent some 
three summers at a special summer school in Hamburg, two and a half 
miles away, walking to and from school every day. A distant relative 
inviting him to make his home in Philadelphia, he did so in order to take 
advantage of the educational facilities of that city, and spent three years 
there most profitably 

Returning to Hamburg in 1863, he began to teach school, which occu- 
pation he gave up to take a position as clerk in a country store at the 
munificent wage of $1.50 a week and board. After a year’s experience he 
realized the necessity of further special training and gave up his position 
to take up a course in the business college located at Poughkeepsie. 

On Feb. 15, 1865, he first entered the drug business as a bookkeeper for 
the wholesale firm of Smith & Shoemaker, Philadelphia. He studied the 
business thoroughly and soon left his books for the road, building up a 
very large clientele for his firm, and in 1868 he was given an interest in 
the business. Two years later Mr. Shoemaker retiring, the firm name was 
changed to Smith, Kline & Co., and in 1888 the firm was incorporated 
under the title of the Smith & Kline Co. After the liquidation of the 
business of French, Richards & Co., in 1890, Harry B. French became a 
member of the corporation, and its name was changed to the Smith, 
Kline & French Co. The business of this firm has grown rapidly in many 
directions, as is to be expected from the energy, enterprise and sagacity 
of its members. Mr. Kline joined the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association in 1882, and was elected president of that organization in 1885 
and for ten years acted as chairman of the Proprietary Committee, in 
which position he came to be very widely and favorably known among 
the proprietary medicine manufacturers. He is a trustee of the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, and is most active in local affairs, both civic 
and philanthropic. He is a man of fine presence, attractive manner and 
in a debate a ready and convincing speaker. Probably no other wholesale 
druggist in the United States is so widely and favorably known in per- 
son to the trade both wholesale and retail as is Mr. Kline. Eskay’s Al- 
bumenized Food, owned by the Smith, Kline & French Co., is one of 
Mr. Kline’s special hobbies. 








NEWS AND COMMENT. 

“A Friendly, Reciprocal Arrangement.” 

Copies of the following letter have been 
received by a number of proprietary man- 
ufacturers: 

“We take pleasure jin announcing to 
you on behalf of our fellow members and 
ourselves that on January 1 the houses 
with which you have had such pleasant 
connections during the past, Messrs. Geo. 
C. Goodwin & Co., Cutler Bros. & Co., 
and West & Jenney, will consolidate, the 
business to be carried on by a new cor- 
poration, the Eastern Drug Company, 


organized under the laws of Massachu- 
setts with a cash capital of $400,000. The 
management and ownership of the new 
drug company will be in the hands ex- 
clusively of former members of the above 
firms. It wiil be apparent that the large 
trade carried on by the houses will enable 
them to make large purchases, and the 
economies to be practiced will place them 
in a position where they will be ready to 
offer greater inducements to the retail 
trade than heretofore, hence largely in- 
creasing their business. 

“The Boston Drug Market will be pub- 
lished by this corporation as its official 
organ. Its reliable price lists, which have 


become the standard of reference among 
the entire drug trade of New England, 
will be largely increased, while new feat- 
ures will be introduced, making it a most 
valuable monthly compendium. 

“Tt is the intention of the Eastern Drug 
Company, in the January issue of the 
Boston Drug Market, to make its an- 
nouncement to the trade of New Eng- 
land. This edition will be highly em- 
bellished, containing portraits of the mem- 
bers of the co-operating firms, pictures 
of the various establishments, and also of 
former partners. A historical description 
of each firm will be given which will be 
highly interesting, since two of them are 
among the oldest wholesale druggists in 
New England. 

“After careful consideration we have 
decided to ask our friends to join us in 
this souvenir announcement. We have 
reserved a number of pages which can be 
used by the trade to announce the merit 
of their manufactures. The price of these 
pages in the January edition will be $100 
each; $60 for half page, and $40 for 
quarter page. We trust that you will 
take space with us as above and in ad- 
dition, should you favor us, you can for- 
ward us an article on your products to 
occupy a corresponding space which you 
have taken, in the reading matter, and if 
you desire, using electrotypes furnished 
by you to illustrate the same. 

“In this connection we do not wish our 
friends to look upon this proposition as 
solely the solicitation of an advertisement, 
but rather as a friendly, reciprocal ar- 
rangement to introduce our new concern 
along with its friends to the trade. The 
pleasant and profitable business relations 
held by us with you we hope to continue, 
and in joining with us you become shar- 
ers in our success. It must be apparent 
to you that in the consolidation we must 
become large buyers and the clientage 
which we control is worthy of your seri- 
ous consideration. 

“As our time is very short we must re- 
spectfully ask for an immediate accept- 
ance or declination of our proposition, 
also that copy be sent us as soon as pos- 
sible. Kindly address all replies to West 
& Jenney. 

“Trusting that we shall be favored with 
your kind acceptance and co-operation, 
we beg to remain, yours very truly, Geo. 
C. Goodwin & Co., Cutler Bros. & Co., 
West & Jenney. 

“Boston, Mass., Dec. 6, 1899.” 
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As a “friendly, reciprocal arrangement” 
this is certainly a peach. I do not re- 
member when I have seen anything so 
attractive. “It must be apparent to you 
that in the consolidation we must become 
large buyers.” Why certainly! One of 
the houses to whom this precious “ar- 
rangement” was proposed, tells me that 
if they took a page advertisement in this 
number of the Boston Drug Market it 
would represent a discount of over 8 per 
cent. on the combined purchases of Good- 
win, Cutler and West & Jenney for an en- 
tire year. “The pleasant and profitable 
business relations held by us with you”! 
I wonder if the chap who got this ma- 
chine-made letter into shape for publica- 
tion has a sense of humor. Or is he 
merely a savage cynic who boldly flings 
his gibe because he knows nobody is go- 
ing to hit back? The house-organ evil 
has long been one of the crying scandals 
of the drug trade. In some quarters it 
has been carried on with all the chic and 
aplomb which characterized the gentle- 
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am somewhat surprised at what a New 


men adventurers of the Spanish Main. 
“Take space, or we buy none of your 
goods” has been the watchword. But, 
until the advent of the Eastern Drug 
Company, not one of these jobbing pub- 
lishers has had audacity enough to de- 
mand a very heavy loot. Just think of it 
—one hundred dollars for one page! Let 
us suppose that there are three thousand 
druggists in the New England States, 
and that is a liberal figure, and that the 
Boston Drug Market is sent to every one 
of them, and it means that the poor ad- 
vertiser is made to pay at the rate of 
$33 per thousand of circulation! That is 
one of the reasons why I think the 
“friendly reciprocal arrangement” a 


peach. 
ee 


High-Priced Advertising. 

Nobody in his senses would consider a 
—— published in the interests of a 

ouse, in other words a house organ, as 
intrinsically worth more than perhaps a 
tenth of 1 per cent. of the value of a paper 
published strictly on its own merits. 
When an advertiser may buy a page in a 
special edition of any one of several le- 
gitimate drug journals at the rate of less 
than $2 per thousand of circulation, he is 
not likely to be attracted by the “friendly 
reciprocal arrangement,” except for rea- 
sons which would not be flattering to the 
self-respect of Messrs. the Eastern Drug 
Company. The house organ scheme has 
become so much a matter of course with 
many jobbing druggists that the full sig- 
nificance of the thing seems to have been 
forgotten. If anyone will take the trou- 
ble to look over the advertising pages 
of some of these precious publications, 
he will at once perceive that there are a 
vast number of concerns present whose 
names are never seen in the pages of le- 
gitimate drug journals. When an agent 
of one of the legitimates calls upon these 
people. the explanation is always more 
or less frankly forthcoming. The jobber 
who owns the publication has either taken 
his pay for the space in goods, or money 
has been reluctantly paid to escape a pos- 
sible docking of orders. In the former 
case, the selling price of the goods is apt 
to be sacrificed by the jobber and the in- 
tegrity of the advertiser’s interests hurt 
in consequence. In the latter case, the 
advertiser is paying what he considers a 
contribution to the exchequer of the job- 
ber. I do not mean for a moment to im- 
ply that either case applies to the Eastern 
Drug Company. 
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The Jobber and the House Organ. 

Two of the members of the Eastern 
Drug Company are amongst the oldest 
and most respected members of the New 
England jobbing trade. The third, while 
the youngest, has always been known as 
a wide-awake, pushing and honorable 
house. The only thing which anyone 
has had to urge against them has been 
that they went into this house organ busi- 
ness and tapped everybody right and left, 
for advertising. It was this house that 
founded the Boston Drug Market. and in 
course of time made it fat with advertis- 
ing. Thev simply adopted a_ practice 
which, I helieve, began in the West. The e 
was no reason why they should not have 
done this. From the point of view of 
many jobbers, it had become a legiti- 
mate method of making money. Manu- 
facturers did not have to advertise in it 
if they did not wish. No threats were 
used, openly or otherwise. So far as 


surface indications went, “Barkis”’ has 
been quite “willin’.” If Barkis was fright- 
ened out of his boots, he did not men- 
tion of the fact—publicly. The prima facie 
evidence that he was not truly “willin’” 
but was actuated by quite other feelings, 
is shown by the fact that in very many 
cases he was not an advertiser to the 
drug trade at all—probably had nothing 
to say to the trade that would in any way 
interest them or profit himself. How- 
ever, that was his own concern, and not 
likely to be of any particular moment to 
West & Jenney. As the better element 
of the jobbing drug trade is frankly op- 
posed to the house organ practice, I 
should not have been surprised if the 
Eastern Drug Company had at once 
abandoned the Boston Drug Market. All 
the world would have commended them 


if they had. 
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Who Owns the Retail Drug Trade of New 
England ? 

But instead of abandoning it, they have 
gone into it with more vigor and bold- 
ness than was ever before shown. Think 
of the cool audacity of demanding $33 
per thousand of circulation! It takes 
one’s breath away. If it does nothing 
else, it shows how strong the Eastern 
Drug Co. considers its position. There is 
something godlike and superb about such 
perfect confidence. It has a cock-of- 
the-walk air that is magnificent to behold. 
Manifestly, they think themselves “Wards 
of the Outer March, Lords of the Lower 
Seas.” Well, it may be that they are. 
Their attitude may be perfectly justified 
by the facts. Nevertheless, I question if 
it is very good policy on their part to be 
so very frank about it. Such outspoken 
arrogance is apt to develop resistance. 
People may begin to cast about to see if 
it be not possible to do business in the 
New England States through other chan- 
nels of distribution. Boston still has 
Carter, Carter & Meigs, a house that sells 
no department stores or aggressive cut- 
ters, and is in every way trustworthy; 
also it has Weeks & Potter, a substantial 
old house doing business along conserva- 
tive lines. And there are others, in and 
out of Boston, that are worthy of consid- 
eration. The implication i in the first par- 
agraph of the company’s letter, that the 
combination is likely to be a heavier 
buyer as such than its three units were 
in the aggregate, may not be taken by 
all as a sufficiently serious argument to 
warrant the expenditure of $100 in a sin- 
gle page of the Boston Drug Market. It 
would be more reasonable to expect that 
the company would do less business, but 
at better prices—which would not be of 
any particular interest to prospective ad- 


vertisers. 
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Apathy of the Trade. 

Every right-thinking man must desire 
the ultimate success of the N. A. R. D 
and respect the decent and modest meth- 
ods which that organization has followed. 
They have not set out to reform the 
world all at once. They have not laid it 
down that at twelve of the clock, noon, 
upon a certain day, all manufacturers, 
jobbers and retailers shall become vir- 
tuous—or take the dire consequences. 
Their argument is not a cudgel. Their 
ways are not noisy and obstreperous. 
Persuasion is their active principle. Asa 
result they have the best elements of the 
three branches in close sympathy with 
them. In view of these admitted facts, I 


Jersey retailer tells me. He says that 
inasmuch as some of the overhasty had: 
charged that the local society had _ been. 
made to vote in favor of the N. A. R. D. 
by something very like a packed meeting, 
that the society’s secretary sent out to 
every druggist in the State a return 
postal card inviting votes for or against 
joining the national body, with the result 
that less than one-quarter made any reply 
whatever. Does this mean that only 
about one-quarter of the retail druggists 
of New Jersey feel enough interest in the 
great struggle which is going on to have 
formed an opinion? It is the men who 
have either no convictions at all, or 
wrong convictions, that are responsible 
for the wretched condition of the trade 
which has come about. Are they the ma- 
jority? Sometimes, I fear it must be the 
case. When Mr. Kline was chairman 
of the proprietary committee, he at one 
time sent out return postals to every 
druggist in the United States, inviting a 
vote on a plan which was then under con- 
sideration. The return vote was so tri- 
fling in point of numbers that it was of 
no value to the committee and left them 
as much in the dark as before. 


ese e 
The Inside Facts as They Appear From 
the Outside. 

The Paint, Oil and Drug Review, of Chi- 
cago, has boldly come into the discussion 
of questions which concern the proprie- 
tary medicine interest, and being quite 
unhampered by any particular knowledge 
of the subject, provides entertaining read- 
ing. An item entitled ‘“The Inside Facts,” 
which appeared in a former issue of this 
department of the AMERICAN DruaoIst, 
seems to have been the exciting cause. 
Our paint and oil friend takes issue on 
my statement that the bulk of the manu- 
facturers are opposed to the department 
store and the aggressive cutter. He does 
not seem to think that statement is within 
truth—though what on earth he can know 
of the matter is beyond me. After print- 
ing such of the item as he finds indigesti- 
ble, using italics, asterisks and what not 
to give point to the trouble he is having, 
he goes onto say: “The italics are ours, 
and emphacises statements that the Re- 
view regards as the very antipodes of the 
real status.” I am not prepared to swear 
that “italics” is not a plural noun, but 
as our paint and oil friend seems to think 
it is, I will concede the point. I must 
call his attention, however, to the fact 
that a plural noun is incompatible with a 
singular verb. Consequently, he should 
say, the italics are ours and emphasize, etc. 
I would also invite him to observe that 
“emphacises” is not the way to spell the 
word, but this is probably a mere proof- 
reader’s error. 
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The Work of the Proprietary Committee. 

With this slight digression, designed to 
help my paint and oil friend in all needed 
ways, I proceed to a consideration of his 
lucubration. I am afraid some unkind 
drug man has been stuffing him about the 
rebate plan. He publishes a Mst of pro- 
prietary medicine manufacturers who find 
it “decidedly inconvenient to refuse their 
(the department stores and _ cutters) 
checks for rebated goods sold them di- 
rect.” A little later, he says, “The burden 
of proof is now on the accused; since the 
1899 national conventions the proprie- 
tors must establish their innocence, the 
proprietary committee not being required 
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to establish their guilt. Wéill the above- 
named proprietors please step forward 
with the required proofs?” This reminds 
me of some of the delightfully involved 
remarks which Louis Mann makes in the 
“Telephone Girl.” You do not know 
what he is driving at, but it evidently is 
something about which he is terribly in 
earnest. I give my paint and oil friend 
credit for sincerity. But he doesn’t know 
what he is talking about. Now let me 
tell him, for his everlasting behoof and 
enlightenment, that the proprietary com- 
mittee of the National Wholesale Drug- 
ists Association does not care a brass 
arthing about this question. This com- 
mittee was formed, and exists, to see that 
the provisions of the rebate plan are prop- 
erly observed by the members. The 
president of Tarrant & Co. is a member 
of this committee. Tarrant & Co.’s re- 
bate contract reads as follows: “For and 
in consideration of the rebate to be al- 
lowed us we hereby agree not to sell, nor 
shall any of our employees, directly or 
indirectly, sell any of the preparations 
named in their (Tarrant’s) price list of 
June 22, 1898, except upon such terms as 
therein provided. We also agree that we 
will not sell any imitations or counter- 
feits of Tarrant & Co.’s goods. This 
agreement shall be binding upon us in all 
sales made after this date, and shall apply 
to all purchases made while said list re- 
mains in force.” 
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The Contract With the Retailer. 

Tarrant & Co. have another contract 
form which they use in selling direct to 
retail druggists, which requires the drug- 
gist to agree to a certain minimum retail 
price which they (Tarrant & Co.) reg- 
ulate according to conditions existing in 
any particular locality They do not 
supply department stores, and for the sole 
reason that they are “bitteriy opposed” to 
that trade and consider it destructive of 
the best interests of legitimate pharmacy. 
There is no requirement under the rebate 
plan by which manufacturers are expected 
to refuse supplies to anyone capable of 
paying for them. If they choose to sup- 
ply some and to refuse to supply others, 
that is entirely their own affair. There- 
fore, my oil and paint friend must see 
that he is calling upon the proprietors he 
has named for a needless expenditure of 
force in inviting them to “step forward 
with the required proofs.” Proof of what? 
What on earth is the man talking about? 
The Centaur Company has recently an- 
nounced that it would in future refuse all 
orders except from accredited jobbers. 
That too, is entirely its own affair. It 
does so because it objects to the devastat- 
ing methods of the department stores, I 
presume, and believes it will be better off 
without that doubtful connection. If my 
oil and paint friend purposes entering the 
drug field permanently, he will do well to 
read the AMERICAN Druccoist. It is bad 
enough to be in the inevitable physical 
mess which the paint and oil trade brings 
about, without being led into a worse in- 
tellectual mess by some unscrupulous 
joker. 
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Buchan’s Carbolic Soap. 

We have received the following com- 
munication from George H. Thompson, 
treasurer and manager of the Carbolic 
Soap Company: It will be observed from 
this, that one of the most palpable at- 
tempts to deceive has been in the use of 
fhhumber one hundred and eleven. Buchan- 


an’s Carbolic Disinfectant Soap No. 111 
is either frankly intended as an imitation 
of Buchan’s Carbolic Disinfectant Soap 
No. 11, or is the victim of a most unusual 
coincidence. Mr. Thompson’s letter will 
be read with interest: 


Editor Proprietary Department: 

Sir: I noticed an article in your issue of No- 
vember 25 referring to a soap which is being ad- 
vertised in the “New Orleans Drug Market” 
called “‘Buchanan’s Carbolic Disinfectant Soap.” 
Our attention has already been called to the 
existence of such an imitation. We understand 
that they have printed on the wrapper the num- 
ber 111. The Carbolic Soap Co. manufactures a 
soap called Buchan’s Carbolic Disinfecting Soap 
No. 11, and this has been sold in the market for 
more than thirty years. It is therefore very evi- 
dent that any other soap that has been put on 
the market since, under the name of Buchanan’s 
Carbolic Disinfectant Soap No. 111, is an imita- 
tion and its author is guilty of a deliberate in- 
tention of deceiving the public. The proprietors 
of Buchan’s Carbolic Disinfecting Soap No. 11 
will take such action in the matter as the case 


requires. Yours respectfully, 
GEO. H. THOMPSON, 
Treasurer Carbolic Soap Co., 


ew York. 
New York, Dec. 12, 1899. 
se Fe 
A Delightful Custom. 

The seventh annual round-up of the 
Mellin’s Food Company of North Amer- 
ica was held in Boston during the week 
of December 11 to 16. The first four days 
were devoted to informal talks by the 
travelers and to discussing the work of 
the past year, the condition of business in 
different parts of the country and ques- 
tions relating to the scientific side of in- 
fant feeding. 

Round-up week has become a fixture 
in the Mellin’s Food business. For seven 
consecutive years one week in December 
has been given up to reviewing and sum- 
ming up the year’s work. Always a joy- 
ful week, it was this year even more 
pleasant than usual, not only because 
1899 has been the most successful year in 
the history of the business, but also be- 
cause the business has increased so great- 
ly that Meliin’s Food has the largest sale 
of any infant’s food in the world and has 
before it the brightest of bright futures. 

Business and pleasure were combined. 
The evenings were devoted to recreation, 
a reception at Oak Rise, Brookline, giv- 
en by Mr. and Mrs. Doliber to all partic- 
ipants in the week’s festivities being a 
most enjoyable occasion. 

The climax of the week’s pleasures, an 
event looked forward to from year’s end 
to year’s end by all who take part in the 
round-up, was the annual banquet given 
by the executive staff to the travelers 
and heads of departments, on the evening 
of Friday, December 15, at the Algon- 
quin Clubhouse. Hosts and guests num- 
bered twenty-seven. Seats were taken 
at 6 o’clock and merriment and good- 
fellowship lasted until well into the night. 
Col. Melvin O. Adams, one of Boston’s 
most prominent lawyers and the legal 
adviser of the company, was the guest 
of honor. Speeches were made by nearly 
all present, and without exception were 
listened to with attention and interest, 
each course of the dinner, each word 
spoken and the cordial and friendly re- 
marks of welcome made by ‘Thomas 
Doliber, the president of the company. 
tending to form in the minds of all an 
anticipation of 1900’s round-up and a de- 
termination to make the coming year one 
of unparalleled success. 
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At Work on the Stamp ‘Tax. 


The legislative committee of the Pro- 
prietary Association of America has made 
all preparation to present its petition to 
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Congress, asking the abolition of .the 
stamp tax on drugs and medicines, and 
if it refuses the effort will be made to re- 
duce it to 1 per cent. This work is car- 
ried on in connection with the N. A. R. 
D. A letter from George L. Douglass, 
at Washington, attorney of the latter, 
states that the executive committee of the 

- D. was in session there on the 
18th, and that it was prepared to proceed 
on those lines. 


MINOR NOTES. 


The seven automobiles sent out some 
time ago by Dr. Pierce’s World’s Dis- 
pensary Medical Association are now in 
certain of the larger cities, all the way 
from Boston to Chicago and southward, 
where they will remain for the winter, 
except that trips will be made into the 
interior as the weather seems to warrant. 
They are giving fairly good satisfaction, 
but are not proof against the terrible 
roads that they have to encounter. The 
report now is that three of the seven are 
awaiting some sort of repairs. This sort 
of machine is still in its infancy, as the 
best of them show, but they have the gen- 
eral confidence, for it is believed that 
they will soon be both much cheaper and 
stronger built. 

Proprietor Hutton, of Veg-e-tone, has 
appealed from the decision of the court 
that declared a former employee of his 
was entitled to an interest in the prepara- 
tion. Till another decision is rendered 
there will be no special effort to push the 
sales, which are reported to be quite good 
without any effort being made. 

The Woodard Medicine Company, 
proprietor of the Hutch remedy, is just 
now covering Pittsburg with posters and 
special advertising devices. No estab- 
lishment will be set up there, though, as 
it will all be done from Buffalo. 


The Wellcome Club and Institute. 


On the occasion of the opening of the 
Technical Section of the Wellcome Club 
and Institute, at Dartford, Eng., on De- 
cember I, a lecture, entitled “The Won- 
ders of Plant Life” was delivered by E. 
M. Holmes, F. L. S. It had been hoped 
that the chair would have been taken by 
Henry S. Wellcome, the founder of the 
Institute, but as he was prevented from 
being present Dr. F. B. Power, director 
of the Wellcome Chemical Research Lab- 
oratories, presided. In a few opening 
words Dr. Power referred to the very 
high standing of Mr. Holmes in the sci- 
entific world, and the excellent work that 
the lecturer had done as Curator of the 
Museum of the Pharmaceutical Society. 
The lecturer was also congratulated upon 
the high honor that. had recently been 
paid him by his appointment to the posi- 
tion of president of the British Pharma- 
ceutical Conference. 

Mr. Holmes dealt in a masterly way 
with many fascinating phases of vegetable 
life. The lecture was illustrated through- 
out with lantern slides, many of them be- 
ing of great beauty. Commencing with 
the simplest forms of vegetable life such 
as creeping protoplasm, diatoms and bac- 
teria he described their characteristics and 
appearance under the microscope. Of 
the diatoms he said the polishing powders 
for metals known as Tripoli and rotten- 
stone consist chiefly of them. The pol- 
ishing-slate of Bohemia, and the Turkey 
stone used for sharpening edged tools, 
seem to be composed of diatoms which 
have been consolidated by héat, chiefly 
of the genus Navicula. er AY 
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THE NEW LAW FOR 
NEW YORK. 
Editorial Comment. 

A bill for the regulation of the retail 
drug trade has been formulated by sev- 
eral pharmaceutical associations of the 
State. The bill as it now stands proposes 
to create a State Board of Pharmacy, em- 
powered to regulate the practice of phar- 
macy, and the sale of poisons, to regulate 
the hours of drug clerks’ labor (limiting 
it to not more than 140 hours in two con- 
secutive weeks), to license clerks and to 
revoke any licenses for cause—New York 
Evening Post. 

Loose Notions of Legislation, 

A bill prepared for the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association gives to that body 
powers of legislation almost equal to 
those possessed by the Legislature. As 
the bill has been widely published and 
discussed, changes will doubtless be made 
before introduction. Some legislation 
may be needed, but very hazy notions 
seem to prevail as to the limitations of 
delegated powers. It is now the rule to 
run to the Legislature to get authority 
for the regulation of every human activ- 
ity. The process doesn’t change condi- 
tions to any great extent, but creates new 
officers to be paid by the people.—Roch- 
ester Democrat-Chronicle. 


The Great Objection. 

Commenting on the bill formulated by 
the New York State associations for the 
general regulation of the retail drug 
trade, the New York “Sun” says that, in 
its present shape, the bill should not be 
allowed to become law. The great objec- 
tion to the bill lies in the powers which 
it is proposed to grant to the State Phar- 
macy Board. The Legislature should be, 
and undoubtedly is, capable of making all 
the necessary rules and regulations re- 
garding drags and druggists in the form 
of statutes, to apply to all persons in the 
State alike, and the public interests can 
never be served by the delegation of the 
law-making power to bodies which rep- 
resent a class instead of the people.— 
Drug Topics. 

Flaws in the Proposed Pharmacy Bill, 

It was reported that Assemblyman Dr. 
Nelson H. Henry would introduce into 
the next Legislature a pharmacy bill 
drafted by the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association, but he has taken oc- 
casion to publicly express the opinion 
that in its present form it could never 
hope to pass the House. He pointed 
out that the language of the bill was ex- 
ceedingly vague, and the powers which it 
proposed to grant would conflict with 
those already granted to the Board of 
Health, and, in other ways, would be in- 
advisable. While expressing himself as 
in favor of shorter hours for drug-clerks, 
he stated that this should be made the 
subject of a separate bill, and not, as in 
the pharmacy bill, be made only one par- 
agraph. An iron-bound 8-hours-law was 
not sufficiently elastic to meet the de- 
mands made upon pharmacists, but he 
thought the plan proposed by him last 
year, of limiting a drug-clerk’s work to 
140 hours in each 2 consecutive weeks, 
would prove more acceptable in practice 
to both employers and employed.—Phil- 
adelphia Medical Journal. 


Not Satisfactory to any Section. 


‘The following expression of opinion is 
by Prof. William C. Anderson, of Brook- 


lyn, who is a member of the Committee 
on Legislation of the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association: 

“* * * .Itis an exceedingly difficult 
matter to frame a bill which will be satis- 
factory to all sections, perhaps an impos- 
sibility, but this bill, I think, is not en- 
tirely satisfactory to any section. It 
might be argued against the bill that a 
board subdivided for work in the differ- 
ent sections of the State would be ma- 
terially no advantage over the present 
condition of three separate boards for the 
same sections. In most of its other 
features the bill does not differ radically 
from the existing law, and it seems to me 
there is little use in making new laws 
unless they are to be improvements over 
the old. As it stands the bill certainly 
will raise a great deal of opposition 
among druggists themselves, and I be- 
lieve the opposition encountered in the 
Legislature will probably be so strong 
that it will fail to pass.” 


VIEWS OF OUR READERS. 





A Fruitful Nut to Crack. 
To the Editor: 

Sir:—The proposed pharmacy law for 
New York State, as printed in November 
25 number of your journal is a new de- 
parture, and should receive editorial at- 
tention. Recognition of the walking del- 
egate seems to be opposed, in so far as the 
regulation of hours is attempted by law; 
next is the distinction between pharma- 
cist and druggist. Indeed, a fruitful nut 
to crack for the editorial chair. W. B. 

No Citizenship Requirement. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: As a pharmacist I desire to pro- 
test most emphatically against paragraph 
4, section 190, article 11 of the proposed 
new pharmacy law, whereby the five 
members of the Board of Pharmacy from 
the Eastern section are to be nominated 
by the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, the Kings County Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society and the New York Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Society. The election 
of the members from the Western sec- 
tion, while held under the auspices of 
the Erie County Association, is to be 
made by all the pharmacists and drug- 
gists residing in the section, thus giving 
all a representation. In the middle sec- 
tion of the State, however, no pharma- 
cist may vote who is not a member of 
the State Association, while in the East- 
ern section one must be a member of 
one of the three organizations named in 
the bill in order to have a vote, and under 
the bill as printed there is nothing to 
prevent any person who is a member of 
all three organizations from casting three 
separate votes. ; 

In none of these organizations are the 
members required to be citizens of the 
United States, so far as I am aware, and 
the name of one, the German American 
Apothecaries’ Society, rather implies a 
preference for members who are not cit- 
izens, or at least not natives of the United 
States. 

The mere fact that it is the German 
and not the Italian society which happen 
to have special representation is wholly 
immaterial. The matter of nationality or 
language, or membership in any organi- 
zation whether State or local should have 
no place whatever in the matter. The 
board is presumably an American insti- 
tution and should be composed of Amer- 
ican citizens elected by American citi- 
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zens. Since the Spanish war united all 
sections of the United States, we should 
be careful to do nothing that would tend 
to set up sectional or racial differences, 
and this would be the tendency of the law 
if enacted in the present shape. 
PHARMACIST. 


Legislation Run Mad. 
To the Editor: 

Sir:—The pharmacy law proposed for 
enactment in the State of New York, 
as printed in the November 25th number 
of the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST strikes me as 
a good illustration of legislation run mad. 
A complicated affair like the bill pro- 
posed would have no other effect than 
to lessen the professional standing of the 
pharmacist in the eyes of the public. The 
re-registration feature is particularly ob- 
jectionable. It is a proposition which 
has caused trouble in other parts of the 
country and is being strenously fought 
against at present in the State of Illinois. 
The infliction of such a collection of re- 
strictions, fines, orders and what not as 
contemplated in the proposed bill is too 
preposterous for consideration. Surely 
the thing is not taken seriously. The 
thing uppermost in the minds of its fram- 
ers, as seemingly of most importance, is 
the increasing of taxes on a profession 
which is already fettered with the chains 
of overtaxation. All that remains now 
to be taxed is the fresh air that comes 
in over the fan-light. 

ARTHUR J. REEDER. 

New York, Dec. 12. 


Anti-Department Store Law Void. 

Chicago, Dec. 18.—A special dispatch 
from Springfield says that the Illinois Su- 
preme Court to-day held void the anti- 
department store ordinance of Chicago. 
The court sustained the judgment of the 
Criminal Court of Cook County in ap- 
peal from a Chicago justice of the peace, 
who imposed fines of $25 and costs on 
Charles Netcher, proprietor of the Bos- 
ton store, for selling certain kinds of 
merchandise where certain other kinds of 
merchandise were sold. 

The court declares the ordinances are 
“an attempted interference by the city 
with rights guaranteed to the defendant 
by the Constitution of the United States 
and of the State of Illinois.” 

The court says: “When an owner is de- 
prived of the right to expose for sale and 
sell his property he is deprived of prop- 
erty, within the meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, by taking away one of the incidents 
of ownership.” 

It is declared to be plain that the ordi- 
nance is a “mere attempt to deny a prop- 
erty right to a particular class in the com- 
munity where all other members of the 
community are left to enjoy it. It is im- 
material whether such a denial is in a 
statute or in an ordinance passed by vir- 
tue of a statute. It is equally invalid in 
either case.” 


“The Northwestern Druggist.” 


Welcome to “The Northwestern Drug- 
gist,” which is the latest addition to the 
family of drug journals. It is published 
from Minneapolis, Minn., by the Chapin 
Publishing Company, and will concern it- 
self with the drug doings of the twin 
cities, and the State of Minnesota gener- 
ally. Its publishers state it is no “house 
organ,” and has no string of any kind at- 
tached, so we bid it welcome, and wish 
it abundant success. 
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THE AYER PLAN. 
The N. A. R. D. and the Ayer 
Case. 





Mr. Holliday Interviewed. 


Under the heading of “A Good Big 
Margin,” the J. C. Ayer Company, of 
Lowell, have issued a circular to the re- 
tail drug trade proposing a special dis- 
count on Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral, in the 
following terms: 

The price of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral 
25-cent size is $2.40 a dozen, purposely 
put there to avoid a wide margin of 
profit to the cutters and with the belief 
that with it we have a plan which will 
work no hardship to the honest retailer 
who is trying to make a fair profit on 
the goods he sells. On all orders from 
retailers, who will sign the coupon below 
agreeing to give a week’s window display 
of Cherry Pectoral at any time between 
now and March ist next (druggists will 
be honest in this matter), and who agree 
neither to cut the price below 25 cents 
nor to substitute any other article when 
Cherry Pectoral is called for, we will 
allow 10 per cent. discount for the win- 
dow display and 5 per cent. extra if a 
half-gross lot is bought. This brings the 
price of 25-cent Pectoral down to $2.05 
a dozen, about 17 cents a bottle, and the 
profit is 46 per cent. 

“Note well this discount is sent at once 
to you by check from the Ayer Company. 
In this way we mean to protect the re- 
tailer against the cutter. No good way 
has ever as yet been devised, either by the 
N. A. R. D. or the N. W. D. A,, to keep 
jobbing discounts from being divided 
with cutters, but we are going to try this 
plan of protecting the retail druggist by 
giving him this extra per cent. direct, and 
we shall refuse discounts on orders which 
emanate from aggressive cutters.” 

Accompanying this circular is a reprint 
of a letter from F. E. Holliday, chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the N. A. 
R. D., reading as follows: 

J. C. Ayer Co. 

“Gentlemen:—The plan you propose, 
as a result of the suggestion of the writer 
and other members of the Executive 
Committee of the N. A. R. D., should 
meet with the approval of every retail 
druggist. It not only brings the price of 
your Pectoral to where there is a fair 
margin of profit to the retailer, but we 
believe it is worth trying as a means of 
preventing the cutting which is just now 
the bane of the retail trade. 

“The clause in your circular relating to 
the division of discounts by jobbers is very 
much to the point. No honest jobber will 
be offended, and those who are not must 
take the consequences. The only sug- 
gestion that I could make in regard to 
this circular is that you strongly em- 
phasize the fact that any retailer found 
violating this agreement would not re- 
ceive a special discount on future orders. 

“We wish your plan all success, and 
hope that you will have the hearty co- 
operation of retail druggists everywhere. 

ours very truly, 

F. E. Horurpay, Chairman.” 

Since the distribution of this circular 
there has been some criticism among the 
members of the retail trade of the use to 
which Mr. Holliday’s letter has been put, 
and some have charged Mr. Holliday 
with attempting to hedge on the N. A. R. 
D. plan in giving his approval to the 
Ayer plan. 


Mr. Holliday’s Reply to Critics. 


During his visit to this city, en route 
to a meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the N. A. R. D., whiclt took place 
at Chicago, on Monday, the 18th inst., 
Mr. Holliday was interviewed by a rep- 
resentative of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
concerning the Ayer plan and the letter 
written by him on the subject. 

Mr. Holliday said: ‘The best reply 
which I can make to the critics who are 
displeased with the action which I took 
in the Ayer matter is to advise them to 
read the letter to which they object. In 
that letter I state that ‘we believe it is 
worth trying as a means of preventing 
the cutting, which is just now the bane 
of the retail trade.’ This belief has not 
been shaken by any of the criticisms, 
which, after all, have not been either ill 
natured or numerous, which have been 
brought to my attention. Every retailer 
will undoubtedly welcome any attempt to 
centrol prices on the part of the propri- 
etor. The conditions attached are by no 
means onerous, except in the isolated 
case where the druggist makes no dis- 
play of proprietary reinedies under any 
conditions. It has been objected that the 
druggist does not want to buy a half 
gross, but it should not be overlooked 
that this is not necessarily a part of the 
plan proposed as every druggist who is 
willing to agree not to cut can get the 
discount of 10 per cent. on any quantity 
he may purchase, however small. If he 
will purchase a half gross he can obtain 
the extra 5 per cent., making a net price 
of $2.05 instead of $2.16, and if he pur- 
chase in $25 assorted lots he gets 
an additional 5 per cent., making 
the net of $1.95. The best that 
the cutter can do is per cent. 
on a $25 lot, equal to $2.28, for the job- 
ber himself must pay $2.16, less 1 per 
cent. for cash, the difference being sent 
direct by Ayer to the retailer, who will 
not send the rebate to cutters. There 
certainly is no reason to complain of this, 
for it is the first instance in the history 
of any plan when the retailer has gotten 
better terms than the cutter, and I am 
confident that when the trade gives this 
matter its thorough and careful attention, 
the plan will receive the universal en- 
dorsement of the retail trade.” 


The Ayer Plan in Boston. 
Boston, Dec. 22. 


The experiment recently undertaken 
by the J. C. Ayer Company in supplying 
retailers with their 25-cent size of Cherry 
Pectoral is meeting with success in Bos- 
ton. The druggists of the South Boston 
district seem to be particularly well 
pleased with the idea. There the goods 
are being ordered on the syndicate plan 
from the jobber, who transmits the order 
to the Ayer Company, and the latter 
ships the goods. The orders must all be 
placed with the jobber and on one-half 
gross lots the retailer receives a rebate of 
10 and § per cent. off from the Ayer 
Company, and in gross lots an extra 5 
per cent. off from the jobber. The full 
price is $2.40 per dozen, and the discount 
on one-half gross lots makes the net price 
$2.05, and on gross lots $1.93. The dif- 
ference between the full and net prices 
meets with the approval of the retail trade 
so that the plan is destined to be well 
supported. 


If you will tell about that clever me- 
chanical device of yours in a paper for 
the Prize Essay Department you may win 


_ the $5 prize. 
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PATENTS and TRADE-MARKS, 


Discussed by N. A. R. D. Executive 
Committee. 


CHICAGO RETAILERS CONFER 
WITH N. A. R. D. OFFICERS, 











To Bring Wholesalers to Terms. 

Chicago, Dec. 18.—The executive com- 
mittee of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists to-day assembled for its 
first meeting since the one held imme- 
diately following the Cincinnati conven- 
tion. There were in attendance Chairman 
F. E. Holliday, of Topeka; D. E. Prall, 
of Saginaw; Simon N. Jones, of Louis- 
ville; A. E. Timberlake, of Indianapolis, 
and Secretary T. V. Wooten, who is an 
ex-officio member. The meeting was de- 
voted to details of executive work and a 
number of routine matters were disposed 
of. The committee assembled in suite 57- 
59 on floor F of the Great Northern Ho- 
tel. A draft was prepared of a letter to 
the Hon. Francis Forbes, chairman of 
the commission appointed by President 
McKinley to revise the patent and trade 
mark laws. The letter relates to foreign 
pharmaceutical preparations, chemical 
products which are protected in this 
country, but are not in the country 


where they are produced. The letter 
practically contained the resolution 
passed at the Cincinnati convention 


whose provisions are familiar to drug- 
gists. The main object of the letter was 
to put the board on record. Members of 
the board will to-morrow meet the re- 
tailers. 


Executive Committee Co-operate with 
Retailers. 


Chicago, Dec. 20.—Chicago druggists 
have joined hands with the National As- 
sociation of Retail Druggists in the war 
on the jobbers who sell to department 
stores and rate cutters. 

At a largely attended meeting of the 
local organization to-day, President 
Simon N. Jones, of Louisville; F. E. 
Holliday, of Topeka; Arthur Timberlake, 
of Indianapolis, and E. Prall, of 
Saginaw, of the Executive Committee of 
the National Association, were present to 
outline the scope of campaign to bring 
the wholesalers to terms. 

By 3 unanimous vote the Chicago men 
ordered their Executive Board to co- 
operate with the national body in its ef- 
forts to eradicate the cause of the dis- 
content. 


Phenacetine Dealers Enjoined. 


The Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Co., 
manufacturers of phenacetine, have se- 
cured a number of injunctions of late re- 
straining various persons from selling 
phenacetine other than that which was 
obtained through the regular channels. 
The latest case won by them was decided 
in the United States Circuit Court at Cin- 
cinnati, on Dec. 7, when an injunction was 
issued restraining Daniel A., Samuel, and 
Wolf Fletcher and Louis Eichengreen, the 
first of whom resides in Dayton, O., the 
remainder residing in Cincinnati, from 
dealing in phenacetine. These people, it 
seems, have been smuggling the drug in 
from Canada, and selling it at varying 
prices ranging from 30c. to 40c. per 
ounce. The injunction referred to will 


stop this. 
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Items of Personal Interest. 


Dr. Harold Fries, of Fries Bros., will spend 
the holidays shooting in North Carolina, 


The drug store of Kogan Bros., at 33 Siegel 
street, Brooklyn, has been purchased by Louis 
um. 


Brooklyn has a new pharmacy at McKibben 
and Humboldt streets, opened recently by J 
Briggin. 


Harry C. Chambers, of the Philadelphia house 
of J. M. Maris & Co., was among the holiday 
visitors at the Drug Club. 


Dr. V. Mott Pierce, of Buffalo, President of 
the Proprietary Association spent some days in 
New York city during the past fornight. 


A new pharmacy will be opened at Brook ave- 
nue and i6oth street, borough of the Bronx, by 
F. J. Grimm, who now owns the store at 56 Ave- 
nue 


Walter S. Rockey, who is the owner of several 
drug stores in this city, has secured the services 
of John J. Murphy, formerly with J. Milhaus’ 
Son to superintend the various stores. 


The many friends of Herbert Turrell, of the 
Eastern branch of Parke, Davis & Co., will re- 
gret to hear of his illness. He is confined to his 
home with a mild form of typhoid fever. 


The Anker Mfg. Co., of this city, have donated 
to the Salvation Army 20,000 capsules, to be used 
at the Christmas Dinner to be given to 20,000 

oor people on Christmas Day at the Madison 

uare Garden. 


_ Tibbals & Blossom is the name of a new firm 
in the import and commission business, com- 
posed 4 = _—— Tibbals yo = a Blos- 
som. Bo’ entlemen were formerly c t 

with Dodge & Olcott. oe 


W. A. Dawson, who has been the manager of 
C. R. Lush’s pharmacv. at Hempstead, L. I., for 
some years past, will shortly leave Hempstead 
to make his home in New York, where he will 
have a wider field for the exercise of his un- 
doubted ability. 


John Ripley Myers, a member of the firm of 
Bristol, Myers Co., manufacturing chemists, of 
Brooklyn, died of pneumonia on Dec. 22. He 
was born in Rutland, Vt., and was in his thirty- 
sixth year. He was graduated from Hamilton 
= in the class of ’87, after which he came to 

is city. 


Reeder Bros., proprietors of the old-established 
drug store at 462 Fourth avenue, have attracted 
a good deal of attention to their windows during 
the past few weeks by a violet display. The 
pillars in the window were draped with violet 
crepe paper, and the floor of the window was 
filled with the R. Hudnut violet specialties. 


Prof. Frederick Bagoe probably does the 
largest prescription business on Fourth avenue. 
His pharmacy, on the corner of Twenty-ninth 
street and Fourth avenue is one of the land- 
marks of the district, and is a purely prescription 
establishment. Mr. Bagoe is professor of phar- 
macology at the New York Post-Graduate School 
of Medicine, and has the confidence of the many 
physicians who have offices in his neighborhood 
to an unbounded degree. M. Rafter, who takes 
an active part in the work of the Pharmaceutical 
Clerks’ Association, is the manager of the store, 
assisted by W. Orlich. 


Recent visitors to the New York drug market 
included James M. Donnelly, Troy, N. Y.; Geo. 
ger, ontgomery, N. Y.; E. C. Inderlied, 
Binghamton; H. Richmond, Brockton, -Mass.; 
W. J. Smith, Syracuse, N. Y.; J. P. Murphy, 
Portland, Me.; F. Daniels, New Orleans; 
Alonzo J. Matthews, Durham, N. C.; Charles 
J. Gillette, Washington; Charies W. Nolan, Phil- 
adelphia; W. R. Warner, Philadelphia; James 
erry, Philadelphia; J. A. Weaver, Easton, 


Pa.; F. A. Stearns, Detroit; T. D. Miller, Nor- 
wich, N. Y.; Theodore Bovine, Danbury, Conn.; 
L. M. Monroe, Jr., New Canaan, Conn.; L. 
Briner, Princeton, N. J.; E. T. Vance, Ansonia; 
T. C. Wood, Haverstraw, N. Y.; J. Riggs, 
Norwalk, Conn.; Harry Chambers, Philadelphia; 
L. B. Switzer, Southport, Conn.; Samuel Davis, 
Boonton, N. J.; George F. Brown, Rahway, 
J.; S. M. Roy, Wappingers Falls, N. Y.; as. 
W. Whittlesey, New Haven, Conn.; F. E. Holli- 
day, Topeka, Kan. 


THE “HOLD-UP” MAN IN EAST NEW 
YORK. 
A young man with his hand bandaged walked 


into the drug store of Max Metzger, at Liberty 
and Railroad avenues, East New York, at 9:30 
o’clock last Saturday night and advanced to 
Metzger, who was standing behind the counter 
at the far end of the store. He said as he walked 
that his hand was badly cut and he wanted to 
have it dressed. Mr. Metzger started toward the 
man, when suddenly the latter pulled a revolver 
out of his pocket and leveled it at the druggist’s 


ead. 

“T want all your money,” said the young man, 
quietly but determinedly. 

Metzger was so badly scared that he lost no 
time in handing over $20 in money and his silver 
watch. The thief thanked him, walked backward 
to the door and vanished in the darkness outside. 

BROOKLYN ALUMNI DINE. 


The Alumni Association of the Brooklyn Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, had its annual dinner on De- 
cember 13. Dr. F. P. Tuthill presided. The 
toast, ‘“‘The Alumni Association of the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy,” was responded to by Dr. 
E. C. Woodcock. r. Woodcock’s address was 
in his happiest vein and he was vigorously ap- 
plauded as he told of the purposes of the asso- 
ciation and of what it had already accomplished. 
Dr. Tuthill then called upon other speakers, who 
responded ‘to toasts as follows: 

r, P. W. Ray, “The Kings County Pharma- 
ceutical Society;’”? Dr. George C. Diekman, 
“The New York College of Pharmacy;” Dr. 
Walter Bryan, “The Brooklyn College of Phar- 
macy;” Dr. H. B. Ferguson, “The Alumni As- 
sociation of the New York College of Pharma- 
cy;” Felix Hirseman, “The New_York State 
Pharmaceutical Association;” J. H. og 
“The ge om College of Pharmacy;” W. C. 
Anderson, “The National Association of Retail 
fy ee Charles King, “The Senior Class of 
the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy;” E. Mein- 
ecke, “The Commercial Traveler,” and F. B. 
Hays, ‘The Pharmaceutical Press.” 


CLERKS CONFER. 


Adoption of a Proposed Shorter 
Hours Bill. 


A committee, made up of representa- 
tives of the several pharmaceutical asso- 
ciation in Greater New York, met at the 
College of Pharmacy Building, No. 115 
West Sixty-eighth street, Manhattan, on 
Wednesday, December 13, for the consid- 
eration of a law for the regulation of the 
working hours of pharmacists and drug 
clerks. 

The committee organized by the elec- 
tion of Alexander Deutschberger, the 
secretary of the Pharmaceutical Clerks’ 
Association, as chairman of the meeting, 
and A. W. Firth, of the same association, 
was made secretary. 

Upon roll call, the following associa- 
tions were found to be represented by the 
members whose names are given: Man- 
hattan Association, George H. Hitch- 
cock, Thomas J. Keenan; Kings County 
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Society, William Muir, Dr. A. H. Brun- 
dage, Prof. W. C. Anderson; German 
Apothecaries’ Society, Carl Schur; Phar- 
maceutical Clerks’ Association, 
Deutschberger, J. Feldman, H. F. Ma- 
larky, N. Kohn, A. W. Firth. 

Secretary Firth read the proposed bifl 
first as a whole and then section by sec- 
tion. All of its provisions were carefully 
discussed by the members of the commit- 
tee, and several changes were adopted. 

In Section 1, where the words “allow- 
ing two hours for meals” occur, a change 
was made to “one hour for each meal.” 
Section 2 was adopted as it stood. In 
Section 3, the wording of the act was 
changed from “the city of New York” to 
“only to cities of the first-class.” Section 
4 was renumbered, and took the place of 
Section 5. Section 5 was made Section 4, 
and amended to make a failure to comply 
with any of the provisions of the pro- 
posed law a misdemeanor, punishable by 
a fine of $25, or imprisonment, or both. 

A proposal to include a section, placing 
the enforcement of the act in the hands 
of the Board of Pharmacy was made by 
Dr. Brundage, of Brooklyn, but was de- 
feated. Dr. Brundage also tried to have 
the word “permitted” stricken from the 
proposed bill, but the sentiment of the 
majority of the committee was against 
this, and he did not press it to a vote. 

The amended bill, as finally adopted, 
reads: 

Section 1. No pharmacist or drug 
clerk employed in any pharmacy or drug 
store shall be required or permitted to 
work more than seventy hours per week. 
Nothing in this section shall prohibit the 
working six hours overtime during any 
week, for the purpose of making a shorter 
succeeding week, provided, however, that 
the aggregate number of hours in any 
such two weeks, shall not exceed one hun- 
dred and forty hours. The working 
hours per day shall be consecutive, al- 
lowing one hour for each meal. 

Sec. 2. No proprietor of any drug store 
shall require or permit any clerk to sleep 
in any room or apartment in or connected 
with such store which does not comply 
with the sanitary regulations of the local 
Board of Health. 

Sec. 3. This act shall apply only to 
cities of the first class. 

Sec. 4. A failure to comply with any of 
the provisions of this act shall be deemed 
a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 
twenty-five dollars, or imprisonment, or 
both, for each offence. 


MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 
Shorter Hours Bill Approved. 


The usual monthly meeting of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association was 
held at the College of Pharmacy, No. 115 
West Sixty-eighth street, on Monday 
evening, December 18. In the announce- 
ment of the meeting it was stated that a 
committee would present a list of ac- 
ceptable jobbers for the approval of the 
Association, but the committee was not 
ready to report, although several confer- 
ences had been held by it with the com- 
mittees of other associations. Chairman 
Hirseman, of the committee, was absent. 
He sent a letter, in which it was stated 
that his committee had organized, in con- 
junction with the German Apothecaries 
Society and the Kings County Pharma- 
ceutical Society, and reported progress. 

The meeting was opened by President 
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R. R. Smith, at 8:30 o’clock, and after 
the reading of the reports of the secretary 
and treasurer, and various committee re- 
ports, the Shorter Hours Bill, approved 
by the Pharmaceutical Clerks’ Associa- 
tion, came up for adoption. The adop- 
tion of the bill was warmly advocated by 
V. Chapin Daggett, George H. Hitch- 
cock, Luther F. Stevens and others, and 
after some discussion, the question of its 
adoption was put to a vote and carried. 

President Smith announced the resig- 
nation of John C. Denner as treasurer of 
the association. It was stated that in- 
creasing pressure of private business ne- 
cessitated his withdrawal from the office. 
His resignation was accepted and an elec- 
tion held, when George H. Hitchcock, of 
ue Sixth avenue, was named to succeed 

im. 

John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, the 
president of the Jersey City Druggists’ 
Association, was present, and addressed 
the meeting on the invitation of Presi- 
dent Smith. Mr. Gallagher endeavored 
to show what membership in the N. A. 
R. D. meant to a local association. He 
gave an interesting talk, in the course of 
which he touched upon many of the 
problems now confronting the druggists 
of the country. Many questions were put 
to him by the members, and these Mr. 
Gallagher answered in the main to the 
satisfaction of everybody. At the close 
Mr. Gallagher was tendered a vote of 
thanks, 


KINGS COUNTY SOCIETY. 
Resolutions for Mr. Muir. 


The usual monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
was held on Tuesday, December 13, when 
an engrossed set of resolutions was pre- 
sented to Wm. Muir, the chairman of the 
committee on legislation. Although the 
meeting and its chief feature had been ad- 
vertised in the Brooklyn newspapers for 
a week or more, Mr. Muir, according to 
one person who reported the meeting, ap- 
peared to be entirely in the dark as to the 
afternoon’s programme. “Unsuspect- 
ing,” this reporter states, “Mr. Muir en- 
tered the hall, and, taking a seat, he man- 
ifested great interest in the business of the 
society. 

Modest Mr. Muir. 

_ But the reporter must be heard. Con- 
tinuing, he tells how, “when there was 
an unusually large attendance present, the 
business of the meeting was suspended 
abruptly and Mr. Muir looked around to 
see what was the cause of the interruption 
of the session. He is the most active 
member in the society, and he looked 
puzzled when President Adrian Paradis 
asked Albert H. Brundage, M. D., and 
Phar. D., to make a report. Mr. Muir 
attempted to arise, seemingly to enter a 
rotest, but took his seat again when Dr. 
rundage took the floor.” Dr. Brundage 
said that the Kings County Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society and its college, the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy, had unanimously 
adopted the following resolutions: 

Whereas, William Mui 5 

eh atndion of an Rin e —_ 

armaceutical Society, the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association and the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy, has manifested unselfish 
devotion to the various interests of pharmacy, 


havin enerally given time, labor and money to 
defend the rights of pharmacists, and to enhance 





~ f influence and standing in the community, 
an 

Whereas, William Muir, Phar. D., has -been 
a very potent factor in accomplishing the defeat 


of attempted legislation inimical to the profes- 
sional and pecuniary interests of pharmacists, 
and in securing the enactment of laws which pro- 
tect them in the honorable conduct of their busi- 
ness, and / f 

Whereas, by these efforts the integrity and 

restige of pharmacy in the metropolis, the 

mpire State and elsewhere have undoubtedly 
been maintained, and even elevated, it is hereby 

Resolved, That the Kings County Pharmaceu- 
tical Society expresses its great appreciation of 
his self-sacrificing and valuable services in be- 
half of the pharmacists and pharmacy, and be it 
further : ; 

Resolved, That the members of this society 
hereby extend to him their congratulations upon 
the perseverance, good judgment, skill and cour- 
age ie has manifested. They confidently predict 
for him other honors and future successes, and 
trust long life, happiness and prosperity may 
be vouchsafed him. 

Signed: Albert H. Brundage, M. D., and 
Phar. D., Chairman; W. C. Anderson, Adrian 
Paradis, W. B. Averre, P. H. Ray, M. D., W. D. 
France, Charles Schleussner, Oscar C. Kleine, 
jr., and Frederic P. Tuthill, Phar. D., Secretary. 

Mr. Muir responded briefly, thanking 
the society for the honor conferred upon 


him. 

The communications were then taken 
up. A committee of three was appointed 
to attend the conference of pharmaceuti- 
cal societies of Greater New York to con- 
sider the draft of a bill for shorter hours. 

The secretary was requested to notify 
the members of the committee on legis- 
lation to meet a conference committee on 
amendments to the pharmacy law at the 
New York College of Pharmacy, Decem- 
ber 21. Communications concerning the 
work of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association were referred to the com- 
mittee on trade matters. Prof. Ander- 
son made a motion instructing the secre- 
tary to write to the N. A. R. D. to the 
effect that the Kings County Associa- 
tion reaffirmed its support of the National 
Association of Retail Druggists. This 
was carried. The meeting then ad- 
journed. 


RETAIL DRUGGIST BOWLERS. 





Beaten in a Match Game. 


A selected team of ten men, represent- 
ing the Retail Druggists’ Bowling Club, 
made their first public appearance on the 
bowling stage Tuesday evening, Decem- 
ber 19. They had selected for their com- 
petitors the crack Seabury & Johnson 
team of ten, showing that the retail drug- 
gists are ambitious in more than one way. 
The appended score of total number of 
pins shows that it was a case of “stage 
fright,” as not one of the R. D. B. C. 
bowled anywhere near his usual game. 

Three games were bowled, which is 
one of the series of three. The next 
series will tell a different story. 

The S. & J. team speak highly of their 
evening’s enjoyment. substantial 
luncheon was spread and all enjoyed 


themselves. The following are the teams 
with the score: 
S. & J. Team. R. D.. B.C. 
Sawyer. Schweinfurth. 
De Zeller. White. 
Coughey. Mahler. 
Hopping. Hitchcock. 
Benjamin. Timmerman. 
Scrimshaw. Pond. 
Dr. Lovis. Haddad 
Dakin. Swann. 
we e. Hauenstein. 
ithers eeder. 
Total—4,014. Total—3,710. 


The retailers were beaten by 304 pins. 

At the next meeting of the club on De- 
cember 26, all members are requested to 
be present and bring with them a sealed 
package for the Christmas tree, the value 
of which should not exceed 25 cents. 
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THE SALE OF CARBOLIC ACID. 





Interview with the President of the 
Health Board. 


No further action has been taken by the 
Health Board in its crusade against the 
sale of carbolic acid by retail druggists. 
The point made by the board was that 
the poison was too easily obtainable by 
persons who were bent on suicide, and 
that the acid was sold by druggists with- 
out due compliance with the law as re- 
gards the proper labeling of the bottles 
as containing poison. 

When seen the other day by a reporter 
of the AMERICAN DrucaistT, Col. Michael 
C. Murphy, the President of the Health 
Board, said: 

“I am ready and anxious to take action 
against offending druggists, but I have 
not the necessary evidence. I will pro- 
ceed as soon as affidavits are furnished 
me. Mr. Edward Thimme promised to 
supply me with the necessary information 
upon which to proceed, but he has failed 
to do so up to the present time.” 

“Does the Health Board, as a body, 
believe that the present laws are sufficient 
to regulate the sale?” 

“I cannot speak for the Board as a 
whole, but, personally, I think that the 
present laws are not nearly stringent 
enough. It is altogether too easy to get 
carbolic acid at an apothecary’s. No pre- 
scription is needed. All you have to do 
is to tell the clerk behind the counter that 
you want it for disinfecting a sink or a 
closet, put down your Io cents and carry 
it away with you. If it is your purpose 
to end your life with the poison the fact 
that the label on the bottle tells you the 
character of the stuff, won’t alter your de- 
termination. The purpose of the label is 
merely to prevent accidents. In its way 
it is all right. But now that suicide by 
carbolic acid is becoming so prevalent 
there should be still further safeguards 
thrown about the purchase of it.” 

“Have you received any aid from the 
Board of Pharmacy and the College of 
Pharmacy?” 

“Not of the kind I want. Both have 
offered to assist me in any way in their 
power, but what I have wanted was in- 
formation about druggists who have in 
the past sold carbolic acid and failed to 
put it in the properly labeled bottle. 

“Do you not believe that newspaper agi- 
tation of this subject tends to call attention 
to the ease with which carbolic acid can 
be obtained, and therefore tends to make 
still more suicides?” asked the AMER- 
ICAN DRUGGIST reporter. 

“Yes, I believe that publication of these 
things might have that effect, but then 
you must remember that very few reforms 
have ever been brought about except 
through agitation. One effect of it has 
been to stir up the Medical Society which 
intends to appeal to the Legislature dur- 
ing the coming session, asking that the 
present laws be either amended or that 
new laws be made covering the sale of 
carbolic acid and permitting it to be sold 
only on a doctor’s prescription. This 
would do away with the danger. You see, 
carbolic acid is a name that is easily re- 
membered by foreigners. It is a short 
word. They read it or hear it, learn its 
deadly effects, find out how easily it can 
be obtained if one knows what it is gen- 
erally used for, and then how simple it is 
to step to the drug store and get it. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 
Making Headway Against Depart- 


ment Stores. 








CO-OPERATIVE COMPANIES. 


Activity of the Board of Pharmacy. 


Buffalo, Dec. 22.—Business in the re- 
tail drug stores is still fairly good, though 
it is nothing what it ought to be, consid- 
ering the near approach of the holiday 
season. The members of the trade are 
somewhat encouraged over the outlook 
of things in the fight against the depart- 
ment stores. It is found that the pro- 
prietary medicine establishments are 
making more of a stand against these 
stores than they used to, and some of the 
worst cutters here are unable to get the 
goods they need to carry on such a traffic 
with vigor. Besides it is not denied by 
some of the department stores that the 
venture is not what it was expected to be, 
nor what it used to be. Once the nov- 
elty of certain goods formerly sold in 
drug stores attracted custom to the de- 
partment stores, but such is no longer the 
case and so, instead of extending the 
handling of medicines the tendency is to 
go out of them. The fact remains that 
substitution is the practice that the trade 
has to fear most, for it strikes at every- 
thing but the individual establishment 
that sends out the substitutes. Possibly, 
though, when all these short cuts have 
done their worst the trade will drop them 
and go back to plain physician’s prescrip- 
tions. 


Co-operative Buying by Retailers. 


The Buffalo retail druggists who are 
enterprising enough to combine on the 
purchase of medicines in bulk are mak- 
ing some progress and will continue. 
They hold that they are jobbers and en- 
titled to the special protection obtained 
by the N. A. R. D. As a rule the pro- 
prietors are respecting this idea. 


Activity of the Board. 


Some of the Buffalo druggists have 
been receiving a rather doubtful sort of 
advertising of late by falling into the 
clutches of the Board of Pharmacy for 
irregular practices. The local papers 
took the matter up and killed some space 
on it. Whether the complaints will ever 
be indorsed by the grand jury remains to 
be seen. At least the relief clerk is get- 
ting the benefit of the diversion and his 
number is on the increase, for a druggist 
is not anxious to lay himself liable to in- 
dictment when a special clerk can be had 
at a moderate figure when he is obliged 
to be out of the store. There is a scarc- 
ity of good clerks, especially as quite a 
number of them out of employment are 
holding off and refusing to accept the 
wages offered. 


The New Class at the Buffalo College. 


The entering class of the Buffalo Col- 
lege of Pharmacy numbers 99 this year. 
In spite of this sort of bargain-counter 
figure the faculty stood on principle and 
refused to matriculate certain candidates 
who were not considered up to the stand- 
ard. The first term is now concluded in 
both the pharmaceutical and the medical 
branch of the University. The next 
term opens January 3. 


Delegates to the Pharmacopoeial Convention. 

The various Buffalo pharmacy and 
medical interests entitled to representa- 
tion in the Pharmacopceial convention 
are preparing to choose delegates who 
will promise to be present which does 
not appear to be the case on all former 
meetings. As it is discovered that at 
least six national medical bodies will con- 
vene in Washington during the week that 
the Pharmacopceial convention sits it 
ought not to be a very hard matter to 
obtain working delegates. Buffalo has 
always taken an active part in this work 
and will, no doubt, do so again. 


ROCHESTER. 





Cutting Continues. 


Rochester, Dec. 20.—The severe cut- 
ting of prices here which was reported 
in the December 11th issue of this pa- 
per, is certainly having its effect on the 
drug business. Druggists are very cau- 
tious about giving orders for stock which 
they are compelled to sell below cost, 
and are making no great effort to push 
but few proprietary articles. With the 
exception of one or two druggists and 
some of the department stores, there has 
been very little local advertising of pro- 
prietary articles included in the cut-rate 
list. But of late more of the druggists 
are beginning to advertise with the hope, 
it seems, not so much to increase their 
own sales as possibly to increase those of 
the main cut-rate stores. And this is 
about the wavy they are figuring out what 
the profits will be: “If I,” said the owner 
of one of the smaller drug stores, “adver- 
tise a medicine 5c. below cost, and the 
man on the corner meets my figures, he 
will, very likely, sell five or ten bottles 
to my one, and I think I can stand a loss 
of 5c. if he can afford to lose ten times 
that amount.” Whether this plan is feas- 
ible, or if it will have any great effect by 
way of bringing matters to an end re- 
mains to be seen. But there seems to be 
a feeling now among a great many of the 
druggists that it is better to fight than to 
compromise; and it is quite likely that 
the day is not near at hand when an am- 
icable settlement will be effected. 


Cutting Stopped in Owego. 
We understand that the druggists of 


‘Owego have almost entirely stopped 


the cutting which was begun there a short 
time ago. Dollar preparations are sell- 
ing at 85c., and all those 25c. and below 
are selling at full price. 

It is to be hoped that they will be able 
to maintain these prices, which will not 
be a very difficult matter if each drug- 
gist will bear in mind that the others are 
deserving of a part of the trade, and that 
a druggist can do a legitimate business 
and not sell goods below cost. 


RANDOM NEWS NOTES. 


Jones & O’Brien, of Hinsdale, N. H., have 
dissolved partnership and the drug department 
of the business will hereafter be conducted at 
the old stand by Fred H. Jones, a member of 
the old firm. 


W. C. Hawkes & Co., of Waterville, Me., are 
to open a new store. The contract for the fix- 
tures were awarded to C. P. Whittle of Boston. 
They will be in white and gold. 


J.D. Ryan has resigned his post as buyer for 
Finlay & Dicks, of New Orleans, and accepted 
an important position with Reddington & Co., 
of San Francisco. 


373 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Sunday Cigar Sales to Stop. 
WOMEN PHARMACISTS TO MEET. 


Alumni to Dine. 


Boston, Dec. 20.—The sale of cigars on 
Sunday is at present a topic of some in- 
terest. Last Saturday the chairman of 
the Police Board lectured the police cap- 
tains relative to the sale of the weed. 
According to the chairman’s interpreta- . 
tion of the law it was illegal for hotels, 
restaurants and the like to sell cigars, but 
druggists could sell tobacco under the 
definition of a drug. This loophole for 
the druggist is the result of an old rul- 
ing of the courts. 

The druggist is not complaining, but 
the other fellow is doing it for him. It 
cannot be learned that the matter has 
been taken very seriously up to the pres- 
ent time or that any arrests were made. 
A week ago Sunday, however, one of the 








‘ police captains on his own responsibility 


notified all of the dealers, including drug- 
gists, to stop the sale of cigars and it is 
said that one druggist was arrested as a 
result of not obeying the mandate. 


Blue Laws Enforced in Lawrence. 


The experiment is being tried in Law- 
rence, also, and on the 17th for the first 
time in many years the blue laws with ref- 
erence to Sunday selling were enforced. 
Circulars quoting the act of 1895, which 
prohibits the sale of nearly everything 
but drugs and newspapers, were sent to 
the druggists and owners of small stores 
a few days ago. The storekeepers are 
making a vigorous protest. 


The Number of Stores in Massachusetts. 


According to the report of Agent Har- 
ris, of the Board of Pharmacy, there are 
at the present time 1,583 drug stores in 
this State. This authority further states 
that there are 207 cities and towns in 
which drug stores are located and 146 
towns without any drug store. The fol- 
lowing list of cities having over ten drug 
stores each has been made up from the 
information given in the above report: 
Boston, of course, is placed at the top 
of the column with 332 pharmacies. Oth- 
er cities have the following number of 
stores: Worcester, 60; Cambridge, 58; 
Lowell, 53; Lynn, 48; New Bedford, 45; 
Fall River, 42; Springfield, 39; Haverhill, 
35; Lawrence, 33; Somerville, 32; Hol- 
yoke and Malden, 30 each; Salem, Brock- 
ton and Newton, 26 each; Fitchburg, 22; 
Chelsea, 18; Gloucester, 17; Marlboro 
and Waltham, 15 each; Taunton, 13; 
Newburyport and North Adams, 12 each; 
Pittsfield, 11, and Everett, 10. 


Druggist Legislators. 


The drug trade will be well represented 
in the Legislature this winter, as four 
pharmacists will serve as Representatives. 
They are F. M. Snow, of Fairhaven; W. 
J. Bullock, of New Bedford; F. S. Dew- 
ey, of Westfield, and W. D. Wheeler, Ph. 
G., of this city. Mr. Dewey, who is a 
Democrat, showed his popularity by be- 
ing elected in a strong Republican dis- 
trict two years in succession. Messrs. 
Bullock and Wheeler were also re- 
elected. Mr. Wheeler is well known as 
President of the M. S. P. A., and Secre- 
tary of the M. C. P. 
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The Woman’s Club to Meet. 


The Woman’s M. C. P. Club is to meet 
onthe firs; Wednesday of each month. At 
the last meeting the club adopted a con- 
stitution and by-laws. Of course this step 
was not taken without some discussion, 
but it is alleged that the proceedings were 
conducted in true parliamentary style. 
The candy question was also discussed, 
the practical and not the theoretical side 
being considered. Every member but 
one came to the meeting armed with a 
box of confectionery; the odd clubite 
brought salted nuts. This penchant for 
candy on the part of the members augurs 
well for palatable, if not practical, phar- 
macy. 


Alumni to Dine. 


President Capper and Secretary Sco- 
ville are busily engaged in arranging for 
another dinner of the Association of the 
Alumni, M. C. P. It will take place on 
January 18, 1900, at the American House. 
The evening will be devoted to reminis- 
cences. Secretary Amos K. Tilden, of 
the Board of Pharmacy, will give a 
sketch of the career of the late Dr. Jenks. 
The rest of the speaking will be im- 
promptu, but the younger members will 
be shown how it is done by such veterans 
as Messrs. Sheppard, Bartlet and Orne. 


BOSTON NEWS NOTES, 


Connolly and Davis have moved into their new 
store at Field’s corner. 


Frederick L. Day, of East Boston, was re- 
elected to ————, in the Board of Aldermen. 
Mr. Day was accorded a flattering vote by his 


constituents. 


The Board of Pharmacy held no examination 
this month, but candidates will be before the 
board on the first Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of January. 


Robert White, M. D., who has been conduct- 
ing a store at 331 Hanover street for the past 
twenty-nine years, has just closed up the busi- 
ness. Dr. White has a large practice in the 
north end, which he still continues. 


Josiah S. Bonney, Ph. G., through ill-health, 
has been compelled to resign his position as in- 
structor in materia medica and botany in the 
M. C. P. At the last meeting of the trustees 
~ Bonney was elected to membership in that 

ody. 


Daniel Emerson, M. C. P. 84, has just been 
elected to membership in the council of the 
Harvard Veterinary Medical Alumni Association. 
Dr. Emerson took a course in veterinary medi- 
cine soon after graduation from the M. C. P. 


The movement to have the old Park square 
station converted into a public market is inter- 
esting members of the drug trade in the imme- 
diate ay. George R. White, of the Potter 
Drug and Chemical Co., and the Walker, Rin- 
tels Drug Co. are warm advocates of the pro- 
jected improvement. 


Hub druggists seem to take to banking like 
ducks to water. Such men as Andrew G. Weeks 
and Nathaniel J. Rust are successful bank di- 
rectors and the late Thomas L. Jenks piloted 
the affairs of the North End Savings Bank in an 
able manner for many years. Dr. Jenks was also 
at one time a director in a national bank. The 
latest pharmaceutical addition to bankdom is 
Frank A. Davidson, Ph. G., president of the 
J. Metcalf Co., who is one of the directors of 
the Puritan Trust Co., in Court street. 


The Dudley pharmacy was the scene of a brisk 
fire on the morning of Dec. 11. The fire started 
with an explosion in the cellar from some cause 
at present unknown. J. H. Joyce, a clerk, left 
the store about fifteen minutes before the explo- 
sion, and was standing on the sidewalk, close 
by, when the noise of the explosion and the ap- 
pearance of flames in the odie attracted his at- 


tention. The fire department was immediately 
called, but after half an hour’s fighting the 
smoke was so dense and the fire so threatening 
that a second alarm was ordered as a precaution- 
ary measure. Although the fire was practically 
confined to the basement, the damage from 
smoke, fire and water approximated $10,000. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


A Good Year’s Business. 
THE PHARMACEUTICAL MEETING. 


The Christmas Gift Habit. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20.—The business of 
the leading drug houses in this city for 
this year has been exceedingly large, and 
from the estimated results it is shown 
that the receipts should be larger than 
they were last year. Trade has been 
more scattered and the cutting of prices 
which has prevailed for so many years has 

not been so great as it has been. 


To Promote Sociality. 


It is understood that after the holidays 
the committee that has the work of se- 
curing new members to the National Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association is to start in 
in earnest and try and corral many of the 
druggists in the city who have not paid 
much attention to this association. Early 
in January a large progressive euchre 
party is to be held and it is thought this 
will bring together many druggists who 
have heretofore kept aloof. It is also be- 
lieved that if the progressive euchre is a 
success, afternoon teas may be given, and 
later on, when the weather permits, there 
might be a lawn party, or some other 
such innocent amusement to attract the 
hard-working druggist. 


The Pharmaceutical Meeting. 


Owing to the near approach of the 
Christmas holidays the attendance at the 
pharmaceutical meeting of the College of 
Pharmacy, on December 19, was not as 
large as previous ones. The programme 
was as follows: 

1. History of the Constitution of the 
Alkaloids. By Alfred R. L. Dohme, Bal- 
timore. 

2. Herbs and Drugs Sold on the Side- 
walks of Philadelphia. By Charles H. 
LaWall, Ph.G. 

3. Exhibition of Specimens. 


The Christmas Gift Habit. 


The practice of retail druggists giving 
Christmas gifts to their children custom- 
ers has assumed large proportions. One 
prominent druggist uptown purchased 
for this purpose 800 hydrogen-filled balls 
and 200 musical tops, while another will 
distribute 500 toy balloons and 600 half- 
boxes of candy, and others are giving 
slates, stick-pins, hoops, etc. This, of 
course, makes quite an inroad on the 
cash register, but it has been started and 
will have to continue. 


Prizes Offered for Ideas, 

The Smith, Kline & French Company 
have adopted a system to secure more 
interest being taken in the conducting of 
the affairs of this house than has been 
the case heretofore, and prizes of from 
$1 to $20 have been offered for the best 
suggestions relative to the conducting of 
affairs of this establishment. A com- 
mittee of three of the employees, one 
from the laboratory, one from the store 
and one appointed by the corporation, was 
convened on December 21 to judge the 
suggestions made by the employees. The 
meeting was held at Handel & Hayden 
Hall, Eighth and Spring Garden streets, 
and many points were given the officers 
of this corporation. It is believed that 
this scheme will bring good results, as 
each of the employees will have his eyes 








open and wits about him ready to tender 
a good suggestion wherever it is thought 
it will be of benefit to the house. This 
is the first time anything of this kind has 
been done by this corporation, but it is 
believed good results will be had from it. 
This same corporation has also entered 
into an agreement for the construction of 
an addition to its factory at Canal and 
Poplar streets. This building isto be 
used for the purpose of having a hot 
lunch served to the employees during 
their dinner hour, as well as a comfort- 
able place to go at noon time. 


Co-operative Jobbing to be Pushed. 

On December 20 the trustees who have 
been looking after the affairs of the Phil- 
adelphia Drug Company, Limited, turned 
over their affairs and the company has 
taken on a new lease of life, and for five 
years more will be continued. Some 
time ago there was some talk of winding 
the affairs of this company up and re- 
organizing on a different basis, but it 
was deemed inadvisable to make any 
change. It has now been decided to con- 
tinue the organization under the former 
name, with the membership limited to 
100 and an increase in the capitalization. 
Heretofore this company has confined its 
business mostly to the city trade, but un- 
der the new regime it is to branch out and 
do a regular wholesale business. Under 
the careful handling of Manager Rohr- 
man this organization has become a 
power in the drug trade and its business 
has greatly increased. It has been in 
existence twelve years and is now an 
active competitor for the retail druggists’ 


trade. 
Public-Spirited Druggists. 

Mahlon N. Kline, of the Smith, Kline 
& French Company, visited Washington 
as one of the committee to bring the next 
National Republican convention to this 
city, and Harry B. French, of the same 
corporation, is chairman of one of the 
committees that have been formed to 
bring about the abolishment of the Pub- 
lic Building Commission. Both of these 
gentlemen are good fighters and possess 
much local pride, as is evinced by their 
figuring in all the campaigns for munici- 
pal improvements in politics and what 
not. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


Dr. B. Samuels, of Mount Carmel, Pa., has 
purchased Schuler’s pharmacy, at Pottstown, Pa. 


P. N. Pinchbeck, of Thirty-fourth and Walnut 
streets, is about to retire from the retail drug 
business on account of poor health. 


W. Fred Steinmetz, 2838 Girard avenue, con- 
templates making an exhibit of his well known 
roach food at the approaching Food Exposition. 


R. C. Brodie, of zoth and Caliowhill streets, 
was recently elected treasurer of St. Alban’s 
Lodge of Masons for the twenty-sixth consecu- 
tive term, which is quite a testimonial to his 
popularity. 


W. K. Mattern has been appointed manager 
of Ware’s pharmacy at Germantown avenue and 
Broad street. This is an ideal location for a 
drug store, and it is thought under judicious 
management it should be a paying investment. 


On Dec. 15 Dr. J. Mitchell Higgins, one of the 
best known druggists in the northeastern section 
of the city, died very suddenly. Dr. Higgins 
for the past forty years has conducted a drug 
store at Germantown avenue and Norris street, 
and was known throughout this section of the 
city. On the day of his death he was down in 
the business section of the city and visited a 
number of the leading wholesale houses. That 
ay = A he visited his brother and while taking 
a drink of water dropped dead, heart failure 
being the cause. He was buried on the roth 
inst. He took a prominent part in the affairs 
of the od and for some time past has been one 
of the school directors of his ward. 
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OHIO. 


To Introduce Bourbon Vanilla 
Beans, 


FRENCH CONSUL INTERESTED. 








Illegal Sales of Drugs. 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20.—Wholesale drug 
dealers of this city were somewhat sur- 
prized recently by the appearance in their 
places of business of a brusque little gen- 
tleman wearing gold eyeglasses and 
speaking with a decided French accent, 
who wished to make inquiries and gather 
statistics regarding the sale of the vanilla 
bean in this city. In response to an in- 
+ pat the gentleman stated that he was 

ons. Auguste Fredin, the Consul of 
France, living on Morris street, Walnut 
Hills, and that he had just received a let- 
ter from the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of France, asking him to ascertain certain 
facts about the sale of the Mexican va- 
nilla bean in this city and in Ohio gen- 
erally, and report as to the feasability of 
establishing an agency for the sale of the 
French, or bourbon bean, in this city. 
Mr. Fredin could give no further infor- 
ation on the subject than that he had 
received instructions from his government 
and would comply with them to the best 
of his ability. 


Relative Value of the Mexican and Bourbon 
Beans, 


It was stated yesterday by W. T. Gray, 
of the firm of Gray & Huston, wholesale 
druggists, who at present handle the bulk 
of the bourbon beans in Cincinnati, that 
the latter bean and the Mexican article 
commands a price of from $16 to $18 per 

ound, while the bourbon beans sell for 
$s and $10 per pound. This is due to the 
act that the Mexican bean has been so 
long on the local market and confection- 
ers and druggists will scarcely look at 
any other kind. Only a small amount of 
the bourbon bean is shipped to this coun- 
try, and it is handled by three New York 
firms. Mr. Gray stated that he hardly 
thought it would be a paying investment 
to establish an agency here for the sale 
of the bourbon bean. 


Illegal Sale of Drugs. 


A. F. Plucker, who conducts a drug 
store at the corner of Clark and Bay- 
miller streets was arrested this week by 
Constable James Robinson, of Squire 
Kushman’s court, on a warrant sworn out 
by Harold O. Gatch, an attorney of Co- 
lumbus, O. The warrant charges Plucker 
with having unlawfully sold a drug, to- 
wit, tincture of myrrh, setting forth the 
fact that the defendant is not a registered 
or licensed pharmacist, and that he con- 
ducts business only as a manager. Plucker 
gave bond in the sum of $100 for his ap- 
pearance in court next week. 


HEARD ABOUT TOWN. 
Prof. Adolph Leue is ill at the hospital. 


Local druggists report a nice business so far 
in holiday goods. 


Local Ft ane now meet twice a month at 
the Musical Exchange for a good time socially. 


Wilmot J. Hall has closed his store, at Fourth 
and Elm streets, and moved the stock to Fourth 
and Walnut streets. 


Too much opposition caused A. E. Diebold to 
close his store, at Hyde Park, last week. He 
still retains his Walnut Hills store. 


ILLINOIS. 





Revolt Against Re-Registration. | 





SECRET ORGANIZATION FORMED. 





Great Fight in Prospect. 


Chicago, Dec. 17.—The growth of the 
Druggists’ Protective Association, at Chi- 
cago, which was incorporated December 
12, at Springfield, is being watched with 
the keenest interest, both by druggists 
and by men who are only remotely con- 
nected with the drug trade. Exactly 
what the association means is hard to 
predict as it cannot be foretold where the 
balance of power within the new body 
will finally be found. At present several 
men who are known to be the inveterate 
enemies of the State Board, and of some 
of the members of the State body, are in 
control, but all the forces represented in 
the membership have not yet been 
brought into play and efforts may be 
made to divert the activity into other 
channels from those in which it is at 
present moving. 

The platform of the corporation to 
which it is claimed between 400 and 450 
druggists have attached their names 
plainly shows the animus which directed 
the actions of the organizers. It follows: 


“ONCE REGISTERED, ALWAYS REGIS- 
TERED.” 


“Whereas the Illinois State Pharmacy law, as 
it exists, is unfair, unreasonable and unjust in 
its provisions and is in the nature of class legis- 
lation; 

“‘Whereas the manner in which the law is en- 
forced does great injustice to many druggists, 
since the methods adopted by the board are to 
drag them to courts miles away from their 
places of business, where excessive fines are im- 


posed; 

“Whereas a combination is necessary to de- 
ste, these evils; ; 

“Therefore, The undersigned agree (when 100 
or more druggists shall have subscribed hereto) 
to form a society whose object shall be to pro- 
tect the druggists from a law unjustly construed 
and still more unjustly enforced, and to secure 
more perfect legislation which shall place the 
burden and cost of enforcing a law for the pro- 
tection of the public health on the State, where 
it justly belongs.” 


The Leaders of the Movement. 


The incorporators are Emil Thiele, 
Herman Fry and Alfred P. Knight. Mem- 
bers of the organization fear the ven- 
geance ofthe State Board will fall on them 
should it become known that they have 
signed the foregoing, and the officers re- 
fuse to give out a list. This may, how- 
ever, be due to unwillingness to show 
their hand rather than to fear, for it is 
certain that the leaders are in deadly 
earnest. 


A Secret Meeting. 


The formation of the Association was 
decided on at a secret meeting held De- 
cember 5 at Jung’s Hall, on Randolph 
street. In order to gain admittance to 
this meeting it was necessary to bring the 
postal cards that were sent to the elect 
when they were summoned to attend. 
These postal cards bore such legends as: 
“Equality is Equity,’ and “All profes- 
sions should be taxed orall shouid be free.” 
Those who head the movement are re- 
luctant to tell who presided at Jung’s Hall 
or to give details of the proceedings, but 
assert that $100 was voluntarily sub- 
scribed without an assessment. The 
books of the secretary contain these en- 
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tries of subscription: “C. S. N. Hallberg, 
$25; Richard C. Frerksen, $10.” Their 
names head the subscription list at the 
meeting. Their names, however, do not 
appear in the first list of those who signed 
the propaganda printed above. It is 
claimed that within one week 366 drug- 
gists signed the paper. As there are only 
about goo in Chicago the strength of the 
movement is readily apparent. Since 
then the names have been coming in rap- 
idly. Druggists all over the State are el- 
igible for membership. Any proprietor 
or manager of a drug store can come in. 

The city has been divided into districts 
and these are being worked over in the 
search for signatures. The dues are fixed 
at $1 per year. The officials admit that 
they are out for a finish fight against the 
payment of $1.50 a year for renewals, but 
are silent when questioned regarding their 
other aims. They claim that they have 
banded together to prevent extortions, 
and under this head they class the $1.50 
dues collected by the State. Annual reg- 
istration, they claim, is unjust discrimina- 
tion. It is wrongful taxation and class 
legislation. 

Among those who have signed are men 
who hold opinions that differ widely. On 
almost all sides it is conceded that the 
present law is imperfect; even members 
of the State Board agree with the protest- 
ing druggists on that point, but many 
druggists say that new laws should be 
secured in a more orderly manner. 


The Iflinois Pharmaceutical Association 


now has a committee appointed to confer 
with the State Board about the draft of a 
new law, to review the old law and to pick 
out the best points of all proposed legis- 
lation so that the whole can be combined 
into a measure as nearly perfect as pos- 
sible. That is proof enough that the bet- 
ter class of druggists in Illinois believe 
there should be a new law. 


Defects in the Pharmacy Law. 


Among the defects pointed out by 
those who are ardent supporters of the 
present law merely because it is on the 
statute books and therefore to be re- 
spected, are the following: Nothing can 
be done now in cases where adulteration 
is practiced, for the punishment might be 
meted out to an innocent man. A drug- 
gist who paid for pure chemicals, for in- 
stance, might have to pay the penalty for 
selling an impure product, when in reality 
the fault lies elsewhere. In the present 
law the line between the assistant and the 
registered pharmacist is poorly drawn. 
The experience required of an assjstant 
is not clearly defined. The matter of the 
renewal of lapsed. certificates issued to 
registered pharmacists has been settled 
but not in the cases of the assistants. The 
return of fees for examination is not liked 
by members of the board, for a man can 
come up for examination several times on 
the same-fee. A great deal is left to the 
judgment of the State Board. The mem- 
bers can interpret certain passages in the 
law as they see fit and to that fact some 
ascribe what they call the present “upris- 
ing. 

The present board is strict in its in- 
terpretation of the law. The lines safe- 
guarding the drug business have been 
tightly drawn, as was indicated in the 
AMERICAN Drucoist recently. Every 
effort is being made to keep out of the 
business men who are incompetent or ig- 
norant, and some think that injustice has 
been done. 
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Hardships of the Drug Trade. 


_ “The different forces have got to get 
into motion and measure their strength 
before this point can be settled,” said one 
druggist.. Then, he continued: “The 
drug business in Illinois, and especially in 
Chicago, is undergoing a great change. 
It is in the throes that accompany any 
sudden move of this nature. There are 
lots of men who mean to obey the law 
and who would do all in their power to 
safeguard the health of the public, but 
many of them are making no money. 
Every year the department stores cut into 
their business harder, their profits grow 
less and less and they absolutely cannot 
afford to keep a registered man. What 
can they do? Why, simply take their 
chance of not being caught by the State 
Board. Men in the country, where the 
justice of the peace is their friend, are not 
troubled that way. The man in the city 
is taken before a justice he never saw be- 
fore and is fined, and he immediately de- 
nounces the law and those who enforce it. 
There are now more men in the drug 
business in Chicago than there are livings 
to be got out of the trade. Somebody 
has got to suffer and those men would be 
better off, though it may sound harsh, to 
get out of it at once. The way to aid 
the druggists is to keep out all incompe- 
tents instead of letting down the bars and 
taking in everybody. If we didn’t have 
so many registered men now who can’t 
et employment it would be impossible 
or the department stores to get them. 
At present they can get all the registered 
men they want and can almost starve 
some of the retailers. Druggists at large 
feel that something is wrong; they work 
hard to get a good living and don’t get it. 
That makes them ready to welcome any- 
thing that promises a change. They 
don’t know just what they want, but they 
are ready for agitation and discussion. 
The time is ripe for a radical change of 
some sort and the next Legislature in 
Springfield will probably be a battlefield 
for men interested in the drug business.” 


Big Fight in Prospect. 

Some of the foregoing views are rad- 
ical, everyone can accept them at his own 
valuation, but it is not necessary to talk 
to some Chicago druggists long before 
even more radical things are heard, as is 
proved by the platform of the new in- 
corporation. The next Legislature opens 
in March, 1900, and it is not generall 
known how the association will busy itself 
in the meantime. Some talk of refusing 
to pay the $1.50 renewal fee. This would 
mean the revoking of more than 400 cer- 
tificates. That it is possible to have such 
an upheaval is hard to believe. An indi- 
cation of the fight that is to come was 
furnished in the last Legislature when 
eleven bills were offered for passage and 
the State Board was attacked savagely. 

_ The present situation recalls the agita- 
tion of fifteen years ago when a test case 
was arranged by men who are now old- 
time druggists in Chicago. George Buck 
was then president of the State Board. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


Frank Fleu 
nois Board of Pharmacy, is confined to the 
Springfield Sanitarium with blood poisoning. It 
is feared that he is almost certain to lost the use 
of his right eye. 


Among the recent visitors to Chicago were: 
C. L. Peebles, Ogden, Utah; E. O. Stafford, of 
the Stafford Drug Co., Marquette, Mich.; C. E. 
wong of Alta, Ia., and J. B. Michels, of El 

aso, 


The South Park Pharmacy has succeeded G. 


, for years a member of the IIli- 


A. Graves on Thirty-fifth street at the head of 
Grand boulevard. 


C. C. Horlick, of Racine, was recently in Chi- 
cago. 


C. O. Sethness, of the Sethness Co., manufac- 
turing chemists, Chicago, was a recent visitor 
to the New York drug market. 


Frank tong | for some time secretary of the 
Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, has had the 
misfortune to lose his right eye. The eye had 
been giving him some trouble and it was decided 
to operate, when it was found necessary to re- 
move it. 


The Illinois Manufacturers’ Association has 
directed its counsel, Moran, Kraus & Mayer, to 
cause a test case to be made of the constitution- 
ality of the anti-trust affidavit statute. This stat- 
ute requires every corporation to file an affidavit 
declaring that it is not a member of a trust or 
of any combination that restricts trade. A pen- 
alty of $50 a day is the penalty for not doing so. 
Every drug corporation in Chicago is interested 
in the suits that have been started by States 
Attorney Deneen. 


A bold robbery took place December 11 at 
George H. Maye’s drug store, directly across the 
street from police headquarters in the City Hall. 
The thieves took $7 in cash, stamps, cigars and 
toilet articles. Entrance was gained by cuttin 
a hole through the big show window. roll- 
top desk was opened with a jimmy and contents 
of the pigeon holes were scattered about, but 
nothing was secured. The break in the glass 
was evidently started with a glass cutter and 
finished with a kick. 


“The Executive Committee of the N. A. R. 
D.,” writes an occasional correspondent, “have 
been in session here the past week and trans- 
acted consideruble business. On Monday even- 
ing a number of Chicago druggists sat down to 
supper with them, and on Tuesday, the roth 
inst., we had a rousing meeting of the Chicago 
Retail Druggists’ Association, with abundant 
speeches. The Chicago situation requires more 
than speeches, however, and Chairman Holliday 
has been strenuously urged to action. As Von 
Biilow said, we must be either hammer or anvil; 
having been anvil these long years, let us now 
be the hammer.” 


MISSOURI. 


Drug Clerks Elect Officers. 


Changes in the Trade. 

St. Louis, Dec. 18—The annual meet- 
ing and election of officers of the St. 
Louis Drug Clerks’ Society was held at 
Bowman’s Hall, Eleventh and Locust 
streets, on Thursday evening, December 
14. The reports of the various officers 
were read, the most interesting of which 
was that of Treasurer Geo. H. Sommers, 
which showed a balance of nearly $250 
on hand. Twelve new members were 
elected, and it was decided to make a spe- 
cial campaign for membership during the 
next year. The society has about decided 
to secure permanent quarters in some of 
the downtown office buildings. The an- 
nual banquet will be given on January I1 
at some downtown cafe. It was decided 
not to invite any outsiders excepting the 
presidents of the various drug clerk or- 
ganizations throughout the country. It 
will be purely a. drug clerk affair. 


The New Board of Officers. 


After enjoying a substantial lunch with 
liquid refreshments and cigars, the elec- 
tion of officers was held, which resulted 
as follows: 

President, L. H. Schlenker; first vice-presi- 
dent, I. A. Schulherr; second vice-president, A. 
M. Soeliner; secretary, G. R. Gibson; treasurer, 
Carl G. E. Klie. 

Executive Board—F. A. Christopher, O. F. C. 
Bausch, F. L. Whelpley. 

Entertainment Committee—S. E. Barber, A. 
W. Kauffman, C. S. Roth, B. A. Huger. 

Bureau of Information—Charles Witt, Eighth 
and Morgan streets. 
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CITY NEWS. 


N. Donaldson, of Paragould, Ark., was in the 
city last week purchasing a new drug store outfit. 


C._P. Walbridge, president of the J. S. Mer- 
rell Drug Co., is in Washington on political busi- 
ness. 


F. A. Christopher has accepted a position as 
a clerk at Blank’s pharmacy, on South 
roadway. 


a clerk at 908 Market 


B. H. Plumpe, former] 
rug store at 8300 North 


street, is opening a new 
Broadway. 


The Meyer Bros. Drug Co. have organized a 
— department, under the name of the Meyer 
ros. Paint Co. 


Messrs. Ford and Phillips, formerly from IIli- 
nois, have opened a new. drug store at 
North Broadway. : 


There is a move on foot to turn the library of 
the Alumni Association over to the St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy. 


George Neves, of Oklahoma City, O. T., has 
been elected valedictorian of the senior class at 
the St. Louis College of Pharmacy. 


The St. Louis Medicine Co. was recently in- 
corporated, with a capital stock of $200, which is 
held by Ed Carn and J. C. and L. H. Blank. 


Dr. G. Baumgarten, newly elected dean of the 
medical department of the Washington Univer- 
sity, was at one time a prominent druggist of 
this city. 


V. F. Willet, a well known drug clerk of this 
city, has passed the civil service examination and 
is now a railway mail clerk between here and 
Kansas City. 


C. F. G. Meyer, president of the Meyer Bros. 
Drug Co., and his wife, have just returned from 
Hot Springs, Ark., where they have been recu- 
perating their health. 


Otto Kipp, druggist at 8200 North Broadway, is 
the only druggist in the city wno gets full prices 
on all patent medicines. He has been doing this 
for the past two years. 


Ed R. Drace, formerly a west end drug clerk, 
is now in charge of the manufacturing labora- 
tory of the Wolff-Wilson Drug Co., Sixth street 
and Washington avenue. 


The Enderle Drug Co., Sixth and Chestnut 
streets, has been monmpeasees. with a capital 
stock of $5,000. Dr. A. G. Enderle, former owner 
of the store, is the principal stockholder. 


E. W. Knott, one of the most popular city de- 
p> men in the city, with the J. S. Merrell 

rug Co., has been spending a week with his 
uncle, J. Proctor Knott, of Danville, Ky. 


Miss Clara Harris, formerly of Kansas City, is 
now clerking for the Wolff-Wilson Drug Co. This 
is one of the very few drug stores in the city 
where the fair sex are employed as clerks. 


Frank L. Thresher, a business man of that 
place, has purchased the M. C. Huggins phar- 
a 3 of East St. Louis. He has placed Mr. B. 
F. Ross, formerly of Cobden, IIl., in charge of 
the store. 


Miss Henrietta Boehm, daughter of the well 
known druggist at Eighth and Morgan streets, 
will be married on the 2oth inst. to David J. 
Maibrull, of New York city. They will make 
their home in that city. 


E. Trittermann has purchased his father’s drug 
store, at 2000 South Ninth street. His father, 
Dr. F. Trittermann, has -gone to Europe to be 
= for a year. He has been in very poor 

ealth for some time past. 


The Missouri Label Co. was ge! incorpo- 
rated, with a capital stock of $3,000. hey_have 
headquarters at Third and Olive streets. L. A. 
Seitz and Theo. F. Hagenow, two well known 
local druggists, are the chief stockholders. 


I. L. Oschner has sold his drug store at 
Twenty-second street and Clark avenue to H. C. 
Koenig, formerly on Easton avenue, and Mr. 
Oschner has just purchased the store from his 
brother, C. b. Oschner, at Vandaventer and 
Finney avenues. 


Eli, Lilly & Co. are arranging to open a branch 
office at this place. They will carry a complete 
line of their goods and make this a distributing 
point. They have leased quarters in the Gran- 
ite Building, at Fourth and Market streets. The 
branch will be in charge of Mr. G. B. Self, who 
has represented them in this city for some time 
past. 
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[Contributions for this column are in- 
vited. For available articles dealing with 
the news of traveling salesmen payment 
will be made.j 





CHAS. R. WHITNEY. 


Representative of Dr. Herrick’s Family Medi- 
cine Co., in Central and Western New York. 


Few traveling salesmen can boast of nearly 
30 years’ service on ‘“‘the road,” but this is the 
record justly claimed by Charles R. Whitney, 
whose portrait is given with this sketch. e 
began his career as a salesman for Perry Davis 
& Son, of Providence, R. I., in 1870, having 
assigned to him a territory covering some 20 
states. But Mr. Whitney was equal to the task, 
and after five years of faithful service in this 
field he left their employ to enter that of L. 
W. Warner & Co., now known as Dr. Herrick’s 
Family Medicine Company, and for nearly 25 
years he has been selling Herrick’s remedies to 
nearly every jobbing druggist in this state west 
of Utica, visiting them twice a year. 

No proprietary remedies are better known to 
the prove in general than those manufactured 
by Dr. Herrick’s Family Medicine Company, 
and Herrick’s Almanacs are always at a prem- 
ium. Without merit of their own these medi- 
cines could never have attained the place they 
now have ir the public esteem. But Mr. Whit- 
ney has certainly done a great deal to make 
them popular. By his thorough and honest bus- 
iness methods he has won the confidence of his 
customers and established a reputation worthy 
of mention. While others have grown weary 
after a few years of this work and given it up, 
he has kept steadily at it and has truly made it 
a success. 

r. Whitney was born among the granite hills 
of New Hampshire, but for several years past 
he has been a resident of Palmyra, N. Y. 
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BOSTON. . L. Heilbrun, formerly 

with Malt Diastase Co., is 
now doing detail work for the Roessler & Hass- 
lacher Co., of New York, on citrophen. 


A. M. Stowe has just completed the rounds in 
this section and found everything in flourishing 
condition. He most ably represents Upjohn 
Pill and Granule Co., of Kalamazoo and oo 
York city. 


W. H. Lowe has many friends on his route, 
and the firm of Fries Bros., New York city, is 
fortunate in the possession of this genial sales- 
man. 


The weather is no more wintry in this part of 


the country. It is gay that the sunny . 


disposition of Rudolph Wirth has warmed the 
atmosphere. His usual visit brought the ex- 
pected result, and all parties concerned are 
pleased. 


Donald Wilson, representing W. J. Bush & 
Co., New York, has been pushing business in 
pa prog oils, and has just completed a success- 
ul trip. 


G. Martin, of New York, has been in town for 
a few days recently on business. 
Our regular caller, A. J. 


BUFFALO. 
; Mansell, who comes in the 
interest of the New York house of Peek 
Velsor, crude drugs, etc., has just paid us an- 
other visit and gone on his way rejoicing. 


George E. Burrows has lately made his regular 
call here in the interest of Schieffelin & Co. and 
taken some good orders in the line of druggists’ 
sundries and the like. 


F, E. Moore, whose announcement card is in 
so often and which is closely followed by him- 
self, has been here again and carried forward the 
a of the importing house of R. Hillier’s 

on Co. 


R. S. Arcularius, special representative of the 
perfumery and toilet soap firm of Muehlens & 
Kropff, took some good orders here this month 
for delivery before the holidays, which come es- 
pecially in his line. 


Halsey H. Cheney sends us the announcement 
that he will, after the beginning of the new 
ear, represent the firm of Glaenzer Freres & 
oer oggma American agents for the Dupont 
rushes. 


P. R. Lance, so long the trusted salesman for 
William R. Warner & Co., manufacturing chem- 
ists, comes to us again, just in time to get home 
before the holidays 


“Old and tried,” says some one when referring 
to the announcement of Walter D. Breen, who 
has lately been here selling the goods of the 
Tyler & Finch Co., vanilla, etc. 


The R. Hoehn Co. sends to the Buffalo drug- 
gists its best salesman, T. M. Stewart, who is 
as usual carrying a full line of thermometers, 
hypodermic syringes, needles and that class of 
goods. 

ROCHESTER. W. A. Briggs, of W. A. 
Briggs & Co., of Buffalo, 
N. Y., manufacturers of ‘Shoo Fly” paper, 
called on the druggists here a few days ago. 


Mr. Westlake was here a short time since in 
the interests of Rogers & Pyatt, of New York, 
— and manufacturers of shellac and var- 
nishes. 


T. H. Marshall, sapeeseninn the Abbey Effer- 
vescent Salt Co., took the po Bh of the Roches- 
ter druggists for his line of goods this month. 


Charles H. Sutherland was in Rochester re- 
“a in the interest of the B. F. Goodrich Co., 
of Cleveland. Mr. Sutherland carries a fine line 
eo and left the druggists here with large 
orders. 


W. D. Breen called on the trade here the first 
of the month, in the interest of Tyler & Finch, 
with a full line of vanilla beans and crude drugs. 


E. A. Coffin, of Ladd & Coffin, proprietors and 
manufacturers of Lundborg’s perfumes, was here 
a few days ago, taking orders for perfumes. Mr. 
Coffin is an ideal salesman, and that means he 
was successful in getting some fine orders. 


PHILADELPHIA. | A. O. Rich has been here 

‘ in behalf of Smith Bros., 

of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and departed in that 
happy frame of mind resulting from success. 


George D. Feidt & Co. will relinquish the 
agency for J. Ellwood Lee’s goods on the 15th 
of January. 


F. M. Apple, who_had charge of the malted 
milk exhibit at the Export Exposition, will also 
have charge of the exhibit for the same firm at 
the Food Exposition, which opens in this city 


Jan. 15. 
CINCINNATI. ae i Worman, represent- 
n . & C. Wood, the 


i 
brush makers of New York, was here this week. 


Cincinnati druggists and jeboare received a 
call this week from S. B. Thorp, representing 
William H. Noyes & Brothers, comb manufac- 
turers, of Binghamton, N. Y. 


_ A nice line of perfumes was shown here dur 
ing the past week by C. S. Welch, the popular 
representative of the Crown Perfumery Co. 


George Bude, the clever manager of the sun- 
dry department for the Stein-Vogeler Company, 
reports a large holiday business in his line. 


CLEVELAND. Grover Cleveland Healy 

closed the season at Cleve- 
land and spent the holidays with his bride at 
Columbus, O. The Buckeye capital is now 
headquarters for George since_he committed 
matrimony last October. Mr. Healy will begin 
his tenth year with Johnson & Johnson January 
I, 1900. 


C. E. Carter, of Johnson & Co., Philadelphia, 
has been working Cleveland with two under- 
studies. Mr. Carter is one of the best known 
specialty salesmen in the business and has in- 
troduced to drug trade many articles which have 
long since become staples. 


DETROIT. Sam Cohen closed the 

ear here for Lehn & 

Fink and has signed with them for another 
year. He succeéds S. Blitz, who had cov- 
ered the territory seven years, and is doing well. 


T. H. Cheetham finished his year’s work here 
Deceinber 16 and went to Chicago to rest till 
pe iy 10. He begins cn his fourth year with 

azell, Dalley & Co. in 1900. 


Whirlwind Blitz spent two weeks successfully 
here and went over into the Hoosier State to 
close the year. He says the J. Ellwood Lee Co. 
is to work for him another year. In Dayton, 
O., they tell that Blitz was invited by Johnnie 
Mayer to ride behind his high-stepper and both 
were thrown from the carriage. litz says he 
did not mind the physical pain of being thrown 
out, but it hurt his feelings. 


CHICAGO. G. F. Rogers, represent- 
ing Robert Stevenson & 
Co. in Northern Indiana, is now making his 
headquarters at Elkhart. He was formerly at 
Valparaiso. 


ohn F. Matthes, ra manager for 
Whitall, Tatum & Co., is absent on a trip to 
New York and Philadelphia. Before his return 
he will have plans mapped out for the business 


of the coming year. 
ST. LOUIS. Mr. Heath, representin; 
the well known firm of J. 
L. Hopkins & Co., of New York city, has been 
in this city, winding up business for the old 
year. 


Mr. Dromberger has been stirring up business 
at this point during the past few days for the 
firm of Faurston & Braidisch, of New York city. 


F. M. QOdena, general salesman for Parke, 
Davis & Co., has been spending a few days with 
the boys at the local office. 


J.. G. Churchman has recently gone on the 
road for the Moffit-West Drug Co., of this city. 
He will represent that firm in Kentucky. 


The following representatives of the Moffit-West 
Drug Co. will — at me aye in a a 
days, where they will post up for the new year: 
GE. Steinnager, W. A. Reins, G. H. Lane and 
C. E. Chandler. 


The following representatives of the J. S. Mer- 
rell Drug Co., of this city, will spend the holi- 
days at Teactanertirs: A, Swinney, Maj. A. 
J. Anderson, H. I. Lower, George Conneley and 
G. Groves. 


Filo Hall, head creditman and auditor of the 
various branches of Parke, Davis & Co., has 
been spending a few days in this city on his way 
home from Kansas City. 


Frank L. E. Gauss, in charge of the local of- 
fice for the Searle & Hereth Co., is spending a 
few days at headquarters in Chicago. 


R. L. Fowler, representing Schieffelin & Co., 
of New York, has been stirring things up among 
the local jobbers. He has a host of friends at 
this point. 


To Change Their Positions January 3. 

J. C. Antrim will represent C. B. Woodworth 
Sons’ Co., perfumers, of Rochester, after Jan. 1. 
Mr. Antrim has been selling perfumes for La- 
zell, Dalley & Co. for several years, and is well 
known here as an energetic and thorough sales- 
man. 


George E. Zimmerman, who for the past three 
ears has been employed as traveler for Alfred 

right, retires from the perfume business with 
the close of the year. 


Sibley, Lindsay & Carr have secured the serv- 
ices of George Page for their drug department. 
Mr. Page has many friends here, having at one 
time been with the firm of Hyde & Page, but of 
late years he has been traveling for Henry K. 
Wampole & Co. 


= Wright returns again to his old field of 
labor as traveling salesman for Alfred Wright. 
For some years he has been engaged in the fruit 
juice business in Washington, : 


ae 
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@ should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
ere strictly those current in the wholesale market, and thal 
higher prices are paid tor retail lots. The quality @ 
goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 


New York, Dec. 23, 1899. 
Conditions of the Trade. 


S usual at this period of the year, the 
volume of business transacted in 
the several departments of Drugs, 

Dyestuffs and Chemicals, shows a slight 
shrinkage. Dealers show a reluctance to 
make purchases in excess of current re- 
quirements, especially since stock-taking 
absorbs so much of their attention. The 
distribution from jobbers to retailers 
continues, however, of satisfactory pro- 
portions, and the trade in holiday goods 
has been quite satisfactory. As regards 
prices, the tendency is still upward, many 
of the staple drugs being maintained at 
a high range. Quinine has recovered 
somewhat, and a noticeably firmer feeling 
prevails among manufacturers. Carbolic 
acid reflects the prevailing political situa- 
tion, and the increased demand for the 
acid for use in war both in the prepara- 
tion of explosives and for the hospital 
service has served to create a scarcity 
which has hardened values materially. 
Ipecac is held less firmly, and it is grati- 
fying to note that the long mooted ques- 
tion of the importation of the Uarthagena 
variety promises at last to come to a 
head. The Committee of Importers of 
Drugs and Chemicals of the New York 
Board of Trade and Transportation sub- 
mitted a report at the meeting held on 
the 21st inst., explicitly recommending 
the admittance of the Carthagena root, 
giving as a reason for this recommenda- 
tion the fact that this root contains as 
high a proportion of the active principle 
emetine as does the Rio root, which has 
heretofore been the only one admitted at 
the Port of New York. The proposed 
change will be sure to meet with the ap- 
proval of every dealer. 

The year just drawing to a close has 
been a very satisfactory one from a busi- 
ness standpoint, notwithstanding the con- 
servatism which has characterized the 
operations of the trade generally during 
the period. The price fluctuations of the 
past fortnight are tabulated below: 


Higher. Lower. 
uinine. Cuttlefish bone. 
uince seed. Thymol. 
olchicum seed. Balsam Peru. 


Lycopodium. Balsam tolu. 
Carbolic acid. Formaldehyde. 
Benzoic acid, English. Canary seed. 


Menthol. Juniper berries 
Gum myrrh. Oil cassia. 
Eserine. Oil sassafras, synthetic. 


Pilocarpine. 
Veratrine. 
Celery seed. 


Ipecac root. 
Hyoscyamus. 
Ergot, German. 


Higher. 


Cantharides. 

Aloes. 

Gallic acid. 

Senega root. 
Camphor, monebrom. 
Beeswax. 

Mexican sarsaparilla. 
Salicylate soda. 
Salicylic acid. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol is meeting with about the 
usual consuming demand and the tone of 
the market is steady at $2.40 to $2.42 as 
to quantity, less the usual rebate. Wood 
is selling fairly at manufacturers’ prices, 
or say, 9oc. for 95 per cent. 


Aloin is in slightly limited stock, and 
with a good demand experienced and the 
crude material in firmer position, values 
are well sustained at 45c. to 50c. 


Caffeine is less actively inquired for, 
but manufacturers’ quotations are un- 
changed at $3.75 for bulk. 


Cantharides are offered less freely, 
holders of Russian entertaining. firmer 
views in the face of strong markets 
abroad. For the available sunply, which 
is limited, 53c. to 55c. is asked as to 
quantity and quality. The stock of Chi- 
nese is exceedingly limited and concen- 
trated in the hands of one or two hold- 
ers, who ask 55c. 


Cocaine continues scarce and firm, and 
only small lots are obtainable at the 
range of $6.00 to $6.20 for bulk. The 
crude material is in strong statistical posi- 
tion, and the tendency of the salts is up- 
ward. 


Colocynth apples have received little 
or no attention during the interval, such 
sales as have come to the surface being 
of a small jobbing character mainly. 


Cubeb berries have developed no action 
of any consequence, either as regards 
price or demand. Values are easier if 
anything, and small lots of whole have 
changed hands since our last at 6c. to 8c.; 
powdered quoted 10c. to I2c. as to quan- 
tity and quality. 


Buchu leaves, short, continue in firm 
position in the face of strong advices 
from primary sources. Stocks abroad 
are said to be nearly exhausted, and the 
prospect of obtaining new supplies are 
exceedingly dim in view of the protrac- 
tion of the Boer war. All our supplies 
of buchu come from South Africa. 


Ergot, German, is weak and unsettled 
Recent cable advices from Hamburg 
show a weaker feeling, and quotations are 
a shade lower, though as yet there ap- 
pears to be no urgency to realize on the 
part of holders; 50c. to 51c. is now named 
for spot and parcels to arrive, while Ham- 
burg quotes 47%4c. to 48c. 


Cod liver oil is developing a firmer ten- 
dency, though prices are nominally un- 
changed, the better known brands being 
still quoted 26c. to 27¢c. 


Cacao butter is now held at 43c. for 
bulk and 44c. to 45c. for cakes in 12-fb. 
boxes. The article is meeting with in- 
creased attention in a jobbing way. 


Camphor, monobromated, reflects the 
position of the gum and manufacturers’ 
quotations are higher, $1.10 to $1.15 being 
now asked. 


Benzoic acid, English, continues in 
firm position, and values are well main- 
tained at the recent advance to I2c. per 
ounce, 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Burgundy pitch is not inquired for to 
any extent, but values are maintained 
with some firmness, owing to a slight 
scarcity of stock; 2%c. to 3c. is quoted as 
to quantity. 


Balsams: Copaiba, Central American, 
continues in fair jobbing demand at full 
previous prices. Tolu continues inactive 
and quoted 3Ic. to 33c. Peru is offered 
with increased freedom at a slightly 
lower range, or, say, $1.60 to $1.70. Fir, 
Canada, is also easier, but prices remain 
at the previous level. 


Eserine is higher in view of increased 
import cost of calabar bean, and the re- 
vised quotations for sulphate and salicyl- 
ate are 6c. per grain in 5-grain vials. 


Lycopodium is held with increased 
firmness. Offerings are made with some 
reserve at the range of 45c. to 46c., and 
50c. for ordinary and politz respectively 
in case lots. 


Menthol continues in firm position and 
values are maintained steadily upon the 
basis of $3.00 to $3.15; we hear of small 
sales at the inside figure. 


Opium has improved appreciably since 
our last in view of strong advices from 
the producing centers. Sales are reported 
in Smyrna of some 60 cases at the equiv- 
alent of $3.15, duty paid. Importers are 
firm in their views at $3.15, while broken 
packages offer at $3.20; powdered is 
maintained at $4.00 to $4.15. 


Quinine is firmer and higher, following 
the bark sales in London, which realized 
fully 10 per cent. above the unit of the 
last Amsterdam sale. Domestic manu- 
facturers now quote 30c. to 32c. for bulk, 
but the demand is of a very hesitating 
character, and purchases for speculative 
account are the exception. 


Senna continues scarce, and the mar- 
ket for all varieties is firm. Natural Alex- 
andria held at 12c. to 15c., and garbled 
and sifted 18c. to 30c.; Tinnevely quoted 
I2c. to 20c. as to quantity. 

DYESTUFFS, 


Cutch has continued in fair request 
durigg the interval with store goods held 
at the range of 5c. to 6c. for bales and 6c. 
to 10c. for boxes. 

Divi divi has sold actively, and with a 
small stock in hand, holders ask $45.00 to 
$50.00 as to quantity and quality. 

Nutgalls, blue Aleppo, continues quiet, 
but the market is steady in tone at 16c. 
to 16%c. 

Sumac, Sicily, is in somewhat depleted 
stock and held at the full previous value 
of $65.00 to $66.00 for No. 1 ground. 

CHEMICALS. 

Alum continues in firm position with 
the demand of average proportions; lump 
quoted $1.75 to $1.85, and ground $1.85 
to $1.95. 

Acetate of lime has been advanced to 
$1.05 to $1.10 for brown, and $1.50 to 
$1.55 for gray, with a corresponding ad- 
vance in the price of acetone. 

Arsenic, white is dull, but no quotable 
change in price is noted; quoted 4%c. to 
4%c.; red Saxony, 8c. to 8%c. 

Bleaching powder is maintained firmly 
at the quoted range. 

Carbolic acid is higher and held with 
increased confidence. While small lots 
may yet be had at 20c. to 22c. for bulk, 
and 27c. to 30c. for pound bottles, a high- 
er range is asked in most instances and a 
further advance is anticipated. 
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Citric acid is quiet and without action 
of consequence. The demand continues 
of moderate proportion and 35c. to 35%4c. 
is paid. 

Chlorate of potash is maintained with a 
fair show of steadiness at 9!4c. to 9c. 
for crystals and 9c. for powdered, with 
a fair distributive demand reported. 

Cream tartar is passing out quite 
actively to the trade, and manufacturers’ 
prices are well maintained at 22}4c. to 
22Y%4c. as to quantity. 

Formaldehyde continues in abundant 
supply, and offerings are free at a slight 
decline from previous prices, or say, 
16%4c. to 17c. as to quantity. 

Nitrate of silver does not vary from 
40c. to 41%c., and a moderate trade is 
reported at this range. 

Oxalic acid continues in steady con- 
suming demand at the previous range of 
6c. to 6%c. 

Tartaric acid is held by the manufac- 
turers at 32c. to 32%c. for powdered, 
with only ordinary jobbing sales. 

Barium chloride is reported scarce and 
higher prices are the rule; quoted $36.00 
to $37.50 per ton. 

Pyrogallic acid is higher, manufactur- 
ers having marked up their prices to the 
basis of $2.40 to $2.50 for bulk. 

Gallic acid has been advanced by the 
manufacturers and tthe tendency of the 

‘market is regarded as upward. While 
small lots in second hands could probably 
be obtained at 65c., the current quotation 
is now 68c. to 70c. as to quality. There 
is a great scarcity of galls, the stock of 
Smyrna in the London market being al- 
most exhausted. 

Naphthaline continues held and selling 
at 25@c. for flake and ball, and the market 
is firm at this range. 

Salicylic acid is higher in sympathy 
with th: increased cost of crude material 
—phenol—and manufacturers’ quotations 
are now 42c. to 44c. as to quantity. 

Salicylate of soda has been advanced 
to correspond with the higher range for 
acid, and 4Ic. to 43c. is named as to quan- 
tity. 

Thymol continues in firm position, 
with prices well maintained upon the 
basis of $2.75 to $3.00. 


ESSENTIAL OILS, 


Anise continues dull, and sales are 
making down to $1.50. 


Cassia has continued in steady mod- 
erate request, but the market is less firm 
in tone, and the market quotation is now 
82%4c. to goc., as to quantity and quality. 


Citronella has met with increased at- 
tention, the business of the fortnight ag- 
gregating fully 45,000 tbs., for which 24c. 
was paid in some instances. The market 
closed stronger, 24c. veing named for 
cans. 

Lemon and orange remain quiet, with 
no change in values. 

Limes have advanced owing to scarcity 
and holders now ask $2.25 to $2.50. 

Wormseed is in better supply and this, 
coupled with competition between hold- 
ers, has sent down prices, the current 
quotations being $1.25 to $1.50. 

Sassafras, synthetic, is quiet, and values 
have eased off a trifle. 

Pennyroyal is yet held at the range of 
$1.35 to $1.40, but only a jobbing business 
ts reported. 


Wintergreen remains quiet at nomi-" 


nally unchanged prices. 

Peppermint shows no action of any 
consequence either as regards price or 
demand; bulk quoted goc. to $1.05, and 
HGH in bottles, $1.15 to $1.20. 

GUMS, 

Aloes continue scarce for the different 
varieties, and tne small available supply 
is under good control. The revised 
range is given in our Prices Current. 

Asafetida continues in good demand, 
but supplies are not coming forward free- 
ly and holders offer with considerable 
reserve at 16c. to 25c. as to quality. 

Arabic, first picked and sorts are gen- 
erally higher, 53c. to 56c. and 16%c. to 
17c. being paid for the respective va- 
rieties. 

Senegal has sold well in a jobbing way 
during the interval, and the tone of the 
market is firm at 15c. to 24c. for picked; 
13c. to 14c. for sorts, and 8%c. to 14c. for 
siftings. 

Tragacanth is working into strong 
position, and the quotations of the mar- 
ket are well sustained at 60c. to 7oc. for 
first Aleppo; 50c. to 60c. for second, 75c. 
to 85c. for first Turkey, 50c. to s5c. for 
second and 4oc. to 45c. for third. 

Myrrh is scarce and firmer and the 
price has been advanced to say, 18c. to 
20c. as to quantity and quality. 

ROOTS. 

Aconite, German, is about out of mar- 
ket, and higher prices are asked for _so- 
called German and for Persian and Jap- 
anese. 

Althea, cut, is held higher, recent sales 
being at 15c. to 17¢c. 

Senega, Western, is in small supply, 
and prices have been advanced to 5oc. to 
52%4e. 

Golden seal is dull, and recent offer- 
ings. have been at 6oc. to 65c. as to quan- 
tity and quality. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is in small sup- 
ply and under good control at an ad- 
vance of Yc. 

Jalap is in rather limited stock, and 13¢. 
to 14c. is now asked for jobbing quan- 
tities. 

Ginseng meets with only moderate in- 
quiry, but owing to scarcity, holders 
make no effort to increase the distribu- 
tion, and quotations are firm at $5.50 to 
$5.70. 

SEEDS. 

Celery meets with only a moderate in- 
quiry, but values are well sustained at 
6c. to 6%c. 

Canary is somewhat irregular; primary 
markets are cabled firm owing to scarcity 
of supplies. In the absence of important 
demand Sicily is obtainable at 3c. to 3%c. 
and Smyrna at 234c. to 3c. 

Hemp continues in moderate demand, 
with Russian quoted at 27c. to 3c. 


Rape continues to offer at 234c. to 3c. 
for German, with, however, only small 
sales. 

Sunflowers have been received in large 
quantities during the past fortnight, and 
in the absence of any important demand, 
the market is weaker in tone, with the 
quoted range 2%4c. to 3c. 


H. K. Wampole & Co., of Philadelphia, 
are launching out in the business of mak- 
ing druggists’ specialties and are certainly 
turning out some fine work. 
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TO REVISE DRUG STAND- 
ARDS. 





Importers Propose to Admit Cartha- 
genia Ipecac. 





The Stamp Tax. 

The Drug Trade Section of the New 
York Board of Trade and Transportation 
met at the regular monthly session on 
the 21st inst. 

The Committee on Legislation sub- 
mitted a memorial to Congress petition- 
ing for the repeal of Schedule B of the 
Stamp Tax, or in default of such repeal, 
for the broadening of the tax so as to 
coverall proprietary preparations whether 
medicinal in their character or not, and a 
reduction of the rate of tax from 2% to 
I per cent. of the retail price of the goods. 
This is in accordance with the resolu- 
tions passed by the N. A. R. D., the N. 
W. P. A. and the Proprietary Associa- 
tions of America. 


To Modify Import Regulations. 

The Committee of Importers reported 
that a conference had been held with 
Appraiser Wakeman and Dr. Jewett, In- 
spector of Drugs. The report reads as 
follows: 


The first article taken up was Carthagena ipe- 
cac root, which, it was stated by one member of 
your committee, he could buy. openly as such in 
the market, proving that importation of the same 
had been made through another port than New 
York. Dr. Jewett stated that, as far as this port 
is concerned, he had uniformly rejected ship- 
ments, because this had been the practice of the 
Department ever since this article made its ap- 
pearance, not being recognized as the true ar- 
ticle of ipecac. It was stated that Carthagena 
pg is sold in all European countries and that 
the intrinsic value (the percentage of emetine) is 
often higher than Rio ipecac, as this comes on 
the market often of inferior grades. The Ap- 
praiser suggesed that if it was the sense of the 
trade that Carthagena ipecac should be imported 
and dealt in regularly, they should get up a peti- 
tion to the Treasury Department to this effect, 
signed by the members of the trade, and he 
would be glad to send it on to Washington with 
his comments. 

The next article taken up and discussed was 
asafeetida of a lower grade than the regulation 
test of 50 per cent. resin, arrivals having taken 
place at Philadelphia, Baltimore, Newport News 
and at ports on the Canadian border. Attention 
was called to the fact that it would not be prac- 
ticable for the Government to have analytical 
chemists at all the ports. The Appraiser stated 
that all the ports of entry had been notified to 
send samples of any importations of this article 
to New York for analysis, the goods in the mean- 
time to be held for a report. e Appraiser also 
acknowledged the difficulty of taking correct sam- 
ples of asafcetida, as the quality often varies in 
different parts of a case. 

Other articles, such as Tampico jalap root, Eu- 
ropean rhubarb, gum guaiac of low grade, were 
mentioned at this conference as being imported 
and passed occasionally against the regulations 
of the Treasury Department. The Appraisér sug- 
gates that if any such cases should come to the 

nowledge of the trade they be reported to the 
proper customs authorities. 

Under date of Dec. 8 a letter was received hy 
the committee from Appraiser Wakeman stating 
that he had received notice from the Depart- 
ment that the Collector at Newport News advises 
the Department that all future importations ot 
merchandise under this class will be analyzed 
here in New York through samples furnished be- 
fore action is taken at that port, and in particular 
he refers to the recent large shipment of asa- 
foetida received there, samples of which are now 
in the United States laboratory here undergoing 
analysis. Your committee is of the opinion that 
no further action is necessary on asafcetida, and 
recommend that the Treasury Department be 
petitioned to admit importations of Carthagena 
Ipecac root. 


The report of both committees were 
accepted, the recommendations adopted 
and the Secretary instructed to lay them 
before the proper authorities and the 
committees instructed to urge the adop- 
tion of their suggestion by Congress. 
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One of the largest chemical manufac- 
turing concerns in the world is that of 
C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, whose New 
York office is located at 5 and 7 Cedar 
street. The full list of the “B. & S. 
Brand” chemicals is too long for repro- 
duction, but it is acknowledged that they 
are headquarters for every product they 


list, and that they are the largest makers 


in the world of quinine sulphate and co- 
caine salts. The highest standard quality 
at the lowest current prices is the motto 
of the house, which will mail full descrip- 
tive price list to druggists on request. At 
the same time it is advisable to mention 
where you saw the suggestion. 


Supplies for caged songsters should 
always be of the best, and wide-awake 
druggists know that the foods manufac- 
tured by M. A. McAilister, successor to 
F. E. McAllister, of 69 Cortlandt street, 
New York, have been the standard for 
over twenty years, and are his steadiest 
customers. McAllister’s Mocking Bird 
Food, Imported Mixed Bird Seed, Shep- 
pard’s Song Restorer, etc., are all desira- 
ble staples. Mention the AMERICAN 
DrvuGGIsT in writing. 


There is nothing of an experimental 
nature in the specialties advertised by the 
Norwich Pharmacal Company, 51 B, 
John street, New York, and there is big 
money to be earned in pushing them. 
There have been many duplicate orders 
for the “Norwich” urethral crayons, and 
as there is no selling price printed on 
them, and they are not sold at retail by 
the manufacturers, druggists have a clear 
field. Added to the “Norwich” gonor- 
rhea guns, which are clean, convenient 
and durable, they make a perfect treat- 
ment and the dealer’s money is doubled 
if they are retailed at $1. Send for the 
booklet, “The Modern Treatment,” and 
follow it up with your orders, mention- 
ing this journal when writing. 


Some of the finest drug fixtures that 
ever graced a pharmacist’s establishment 
have been made by Alexander H. Revell 
& Co., and druggists who need anything 
in that line and want their orders filled 
promptly should write direct to the fac- 
tory at 431 Fifth avenue, Chicago. If 
not in an immediate hurry, the druggist 
contemplating changes should send for 
the No. 8 catalogue. Mention the AMER- 
IcAN Druccist when writing. 


Up to the time that Anusol Supposi- 
tories were put on the market, effective 
treatment for haemorrhoids was difficult 
to obtain. Now druggists can recom- 
mend this combination of bismuth with 
iodo-resorcin-sulphuric acid with confi- 
dence. Write for literature on the sub- 
ject to Schering & Glatz, 58 Maiden 
Lane, New York, mentioning this jour- 
nal. 


An excellent preparation which drug- 
gists should always keep in stock is liquid 
rennet, manufactured by James T. Shinn, 
Broad and Spruce streets, Philadelphia. 
It is made from calves’ rennets by a reli- 
able formula. It coagulates milk without 
previous preparation, and is most con- 
venient for making junket or curds and 
whey. 


Start the New Year with a new scale! 
One of the finest ever offered is the new 
$20 counter scale manufactured by the 
Springer Torsion Balance Company, of 

0. 92 Reade street, New York. It has 
a’ ground glass case and is very handsome 
and accurate, being sensitive to two 
grains, and bting capable of bearing a 


load of 20 pounds without any damage 
whatever. The pans are eight inches in 
diameter. Cf course they have other 
scales and it will pay druggists to send 
for a catalogue. Mention the AMERICAN 
Drucacist when doing so. 


A specific for rheumatism is called for 
during the winter months more otten than 
some druggists imagine. Those who 
are not already supplied should write for 
Sulphydrol to the Sulphydrol Pharmacal 
Company, of Detroit, Mich., mentioning 
where they saw the advertisement. Sul- 
phydrol is an alkaline sulphur solution 
for cutaneous diseases and rheumatism, 
and has been proven effective. 


The cleanly druggist is the successful 
druggist. One of the cleanest and most 
convenient cheap ointment boxes is that 
manufactured by the Seamless Metal 
Ware Company, of 35 Nassau street, New 
York. It has a beveled shoulder which 
prevents the inside cover from becoming 
soiled, a curved corner which prevents 
waste of contents, and large label space, 
which proves a great convenience in 
prescription work. Send for samples of 
this and other wares, and don’t forget to 
mention the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST. 


Druggists who manufacture their own 
perfumes know that it is not an easy 
task at times to get pure ingredients. 
This is particularly true of Attar of Roses. 
Botu, Pappazoglou & Co., of Kazanlik, 
Bulgaria, send over an otto of guaran- 
teed purity, for which W. P. Ungerer, 18 
Cedar street, New York, is sole agent. 
It is known as Rose d’Or. Those cor- 
responding with Mr. Ungerer should not 
forget to mention this journal. 


In ordering bottle stoppers for cork 
and screw neck liquid and powder bot- 
tles, from their wholesale dealers, drug- 
gists should not forget to specify those 
manufactured by A. H. Weiz, of 913, 915 
and 917 Cherry street, Philadelphia. The 
new style caps made by this house need 
not be removed. Mr. Weis, is also sole 
«manufacturer of the Cooper patent pill 
machine, and of a number of other pill 
machines and hand pill compressors. 


It is claimed by Walter F. Ware, of No. 
512 Arch street, Philadelphia, that the 
“Mizpah” pessary, which he manufac- 
turers, has the indorsement of physi- 
cians, and what is even more important, 
that it does what it is recommended to do. 
It will pay druggists to send to Mr. Ware 
for descriptive circulars and prices, men- 
tioning this paper. 


Liberal discounts are offered to the 
trade by Whitall, Tatum & Co., of 46 
and 48 Barclay street, New York, to the 
purchasers of their two latest novelties— 
the W. T. & Co. nebulizer, which is sold, 
each in a handsome paper box, at $18 
per dozen list, and their W. T. & Co. 
pocket atomizer, quoted at $8 per dozen. 
Each is the latest and best specimen of 
its kind. Mention the AMERICAN Druc- 
Gist when writing them for descriptive 
circular. 


Licorice is a staple article in constant 
demand from druggists during the win- 
ter months, and those pharmacists are not 
alive to their own interests who fail to 
put in a big supply of the corrugated Y. 
& S. stick licorice, just put on the mar- 
ket by Young & Smylie, of Brooklyn, N. 
Y. These sticks come packed 80 in a 
painted wooden box, and are easily 
broken into convenient sizes. Orders 
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are coming in fast and the novelty of the 
stick is likely to keep it going for many 
months, aside from its real value in throat 
affections. When you write please men- 
tion this journal. 


Mr. Dooley’s Cure. 


If a man has a col’ on the chist, get 
Casey’s mixture f’r man an’ baist, put 
him in bed, slap a musthard plasther on 
hirn that'll keep his mind employed, an’ 
lave thim fight it out. May th’ best man 
win. If the patient’s alive in th’ mornin’ 


he'll not have stren’th to cough.—‘Mr. 
Dooley,” in the Ladies’ Home Journal. 


“Therapeutic Progress.” 


Druggists who are interested in the 
therapeutic applications of the newer rem- 
edies—and we presume all druggists are— 
should write to Victor Koechl & Co., 122 
Hudson street, New York, for a copy of 
their monthly bulletin, “Therapeutic 
Progress.” The December number, 
which has just been issued, contains in- 
formation about a number of medicinal 
compounds of the synthetic series, which 
are in everyday use by physicians. 


_A Most Advantageous Offer. 


Espey’s Favorite Cream has long been 
a staple article in the drug trade. In 
order to interest the retail trade in push- 
BAD ing it, the manufacturer, P. 
B. Keys, Agent, 111 South 
Center av., Chicago, makes a 
special combination offer of 
twelve dozen Espey’s Cream, 
25c. size, and 1,000 Espey’s 
Junior Cigars, the retail 
value of which amounts to 
$86.00, for the exceedingly 

low price of $40.00. 
This offer is made as an 
inducement to enterprising 
druggists to push the sale of Espey’s 
Cream, and the introduction of the cigars 
as an inducement, nets an actual loss to 
the manufacturer of the Cream, who is 
making an experiment in giving to the 
retail druggist in the shape of the cigars, 
the money formerly spent by him in 

printing advertising matter. 


Up-to-Date Blackmail. 


A Vienna medical student is stated to 
have suvreptitiously obtained a bottle of 
bacilli from his professor. He then sent 
a blackmailing letter to an elderly lady of 
great wealth, stating that unless a speci- 
fied sum—10,000 florins—was sent to a 
certain address, the bottle containing 
bacilli of various infectious diseases 
would be opened in her room, the effects 
of which would be almost certainly fatal. 
The letter was referred to the police, and 
the medical student instead of receiving 
- 10,000 florins got 18 months at hard 
abor. 


An Award for H. B. & W. Goods. 


The committee of awards of the Export 
Exposition, recently held in Philadelphia, 
conferred on Hance Bros. & White the 
silver medal and diploma on account of 
the high excellence of their pharmaceuti-. 
cal products. The honor in question was 
for first grade of merit, and is, of course, 
duly valued on that account. The com- 
mittee was composed of representatives 
of the Franklin Institute and the Phila-. 
delphia Museums respectively. tt 
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